  APPENDIX 2

PETITIONS SUBMITTED TO GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	DATE RECEIVED
	REF
	FROM
	ISSUE
	FORWARDED TO
	ACTION TO DATE

	14.12.07

Submitted to the Group Director Development & Enterprise
	49/07
	Petition from traders on Business Parking Areas Durham Road 
	Petition against current parking restrictions on Business Parking Areas on Durham Road and proposed solution.
	Development & Enterprise
	A course of action has been agreed with Ward Councillors and  a revised schedule of traffic regulation orders are proposed. These will be considered in conjunction with emerging proposals for the Durham Road Quality Transport Corridor. The lead petitioner has been informed of the position.  The more extensive consultation in respect of the Quality Transport Corridor is now underway.  All actions will be confirmed at the conclusion of this consultation which it is anticipated will be before the end of the current financial year.

	18.9.08

Submitted by Cllr M Ord
	30/08
	Petition from residents of Marley Hill
	Petition against the lock up compounds on the old garage site at Marley Hill allotments being used for commercial reasons causing noise and pollution in a conservation area
	Development & Enterprise
	A Planning Application has been received, which is currently awaiting validation, to erect timber clad steel containers for storage (retrospective), to replace the garages which were formerly on this site and were used for storage.  Following public consultation all those on the petition list will receive a consultation letter so they will be made aware of what is happening.

	21.10.08

Submitted to the Group Director Community Based Services
	37/08
	Petition from Tenants and Residents in Gateshead
	Petition requesting the Council to financially and administratively support the formally constituted Gateshead Independent Tenants’ Advisory  Group (TAG)
	Community Based Services
	This issue is linked to a formal complaint about the withdrawal of funding to the Tenants and Residents Organisation in Gateshead.  This decision was taken by the Council following a review of tenant and resident involvement.  The complaint has been formally resolved. 

The Council has now formally put out to tender a contract to create a new independent model of tenant involvement.

The aim is to appoint a contractor by the autumn to deliver a new model during 2010. 

This petition will be removed from the schedule.

	12.11.08

Submitted to the Leader of the Council
	40/08
	Petition from residents of the Borough on behalf of Gateshead Volunteer Countryside Rangers
	Petition requesting that the Council take prompt action to re-instate the Butterfly Bridge on the river Derwent.
	Development & Enterprise and 
	Additional funding from DfT had been sought by that application has now been refused.  Means of bridging the funding shortfall are being considered and detailed design work continues to be under.  The petitioner has been informed of the steps being taken.

This petition will be removed from the schedule.

	26.11.08

Submitted to the Chief Executive
	41/08
	Petition from residents of Gateshead
	Petition protesting against the loss of the 51/52 bus service
	Development and Enterprise
	The petition was forwarded to Go North East and Nexus requesting a response to the issues raised.  Ward Councillors and portfolio holders have also been informed.  Responses from Nexus and Go North East received and forwarded to the lead petitioner.  The issue was re-examined at the September meeting of the East Gateshead QBP Stakeholder Board.  Go North East are happy that the changes to the service that prompted the petition have improved reliability as intended.  The Board accepted that GNE are unwilling to reinstate the link to Newcastle.

This petition will be removed from the schedule.

	4.2.09

Submitted by Cllr Ferdinand

10.6.09

2nd petition submitted by Cllr Ferdinand 

3rd petition submitted on 15.7.09
	4/09


	Petition from residents of Blaydon
	Petition opposing the introduction of car parking charges at Blaydon Shopping Centre.
	Development & Enterprise
	The petitioners concerns will be considered as and when the matter of local charging is considered by the Council’s Cabinet.  It is anticipated that a report will be prepared for consideration in December 2009.  The lead petitioner has been informed of the position.

This petition will be removed from the schedule.

	11.05.09

Submitted to the Strategic Director Legal & Corporate Services
	15/09
	Petition from residents of Felling
	Petition asking for improvements to Felling High Street
	Group Director Development & Enterprise
	Representatives from D&E & LES have met with the lead petitioner to discuss the issues raised.  Property Services are resolving issues relating to a derelict unit owned by the Council on the High Street.  

	1.6.09

Submitted to the Group Director Community Based Services
	17/09
	Petition from residents of Chopwell
	The problem is that the owner of a shop on Tay Street in Chopwell parks two vehicles on either side of the highway obstructing the footpath and moreover obstructing the route of the V9 bus. This causes problems for residents as the bus misses out a vital stop because of the obstruction. 
	Development & Enterprise
	The Police and Transport Strategy are aware of this issue as it has been a sporadic problem for a number of years.  Ward Councillors and residents have been consulted and it has been decided to seek the introduction of a traffic regulation order.  Ward Councillors and the lead petitioner have been informed.

This petition will be removed from the schedule.

	9.6.09

Submitted by Cllr C Donovan
	19/09
	Petition from residents of Bensham
	Petition requesting the Council to cause the demolition and clearance of the derelict buildings and land between King Street and Kyle Road Bensham for health and safety reasons of the local community
	Group Director Development & Enterprise
	The new care home on Kyle Road has lead to some demolition and clearance of part of the area.  The rest is in private ownership and the Council is unable to demolish.  
This petition will be removed from the schedule.


	12.6.09

Submitted by Cllr Dodds


	21/09
	Petition from residents of Lobley Hill
	Petition calling on Go Ahead to reintroduce local bus services to Malvern Gardens and Rothbury Gardens
	Group Director Development & Enterprise
	Letter sent to Go North East and Nexus requesting a response to the points raised in the petition.  Ward Councillors and Portfolio holders consulted and lead petitioner informed of actions.  Further responses from Ward Councillors forwarded to Go North East and Nexus.  Responses are awaited.

	23.6.09

Submitted to the Group Director Development & Enterprise
	22/09
	Petition from residents in the vicinity of Grange Road
	Petition asking for the bus shelter to be returned to the  original first-day state.
	Group Director Development & Enterprise
	The matter has been discussed with Ward Councillors and it has been decided to comply with the petitioners request.  Ward Councillors and the lead petitioner have been advised.  Works will be undertaken in the immediate future.

This petition will be removed from the schedule.

	25.6.09

Submitted by Cllr Mearns
	23/09
	Petition from residents of Rawling Road, between Faraday Grove and Field House Road.
	Petition asking for verge hardening measures
	Group Director Development & Enterprise
	It is intended to establish a protocol within which verge hardening and verge damage issues can be managed.  The mater will be discussed at a forthcoming SSC&C portfolio meeting.  Ward Councillors will be kept fully informed of progress of discussions.  The lead petition has been appraised of the position.

	4.7.09

Submitted to the Mayor
	25/09
	Petition from residents of Denmark Street
	Petition objecting to the Tyneside Cyrenians at 11-13 Denmark Street
	Group Director Community Based Services
	The Cyrenians have taken steps to prevent disturbance to residents. In discussion with portfolio holder.  Following consultation with Ward Councillors the Council has written to the petitioners advising them of the steps that Cyrenians have taken to prevent disturbance.  There have been no further reports of problems.

	14.7.09

Submitted to the Leader of the Council
	26/09
	Petition from residents of Vigo, Birtley
	Petition asking for the re-instatement of the Vigo Play area.
	Group Director Local Environmental Services
	A meeting was arranged with Vigo residents on 2 October to discuss the Council’s play provision and obtain more detail regarding the petition.

	17.7.09

Submitted to Cllr C Donovan
	27/09
	Petition from Ryton Junior School and Ryton Comprehensive School
	Petition to the Prime Minister to intervene to prevent Gateshead Council closing Ryton Comprehensive School
	Group Director Learning & Children & Children’s Services
	Cabinet considered all the views and opinions that were expressed in the consultation process in the late summer term of 2009, including through this petition.  On 15 September 2009 Cabinet agreed a preferred option for further, formal, consultation with the communities concerned.  The Cabinet report made appropriate reference to this petition's role in reaching that preferred option.  This petition can therefore be removed from the schedule. 



	20.7.09

Submitted to the Group Director Local Environmental Services
	28/09
	Petition from residents on Grange Estate, Kibblesworth
	Petition requesting that the paths and grassed areas around the bungalows be cleaned up after the cutters have left.
	Group Director Local Environmental Services
	Acknowledgement letter sent to resident’s representative. Head of Service and Senior Managers visited site on 21 July 2009 as part of a tour.  Response was sent to residents informing them of the outcome of the visit, which was that grass cutting was acceptable and would remain as it was.  No reply has been received from petitioner.

	20.7.09

Submitted to the Group Director Local Environmental Services
	29/09
	Petition from residents of St Austell Gardens, Low Fell
	Petition asking that the grass continue to be cut
	Group Director Local Environmental Services
	The site was visited by a Senior Manager from LES who sent a letter to residents on 1st August explaining what level of grass cutting would take place and confirmed this arrangement would stay in place this grass cutting season, before being reviewed at year end.  Residents have responded on 11 August asking for the decision to be appealed.

Further letter sent to petitioner 1st September stating grass cutting would recommence.  Letter received from petitioner withdrawing petition.

This petition will be removed from the schedule.


	23.7.09 Submitted by Cllr Ronan
	30/09
	Petition from residents of Leam Lane
	Petition to stop troublemakers congregating in Woodburn Park
	Community Based Services
	The problems at Woodburn Park were discussed at length at the Problem Solving meeting.  Woodburn now has a priority two level so the police will attend within 60 mins of a phone call being made to them.  The youth service have been providing outreach work on the site which has proven positive, although some residents believe it is having a detrimental affect – what is clear is that the residents are not informing the police of the issues.  The police and youth service met with the ward councilors as part of their ward liaison meeting.  It was agreed that the police would attend ward surgery meeting to talk to residents.  Currently consideration is being given as to the best option to communicate with all residents.

Many of the issues have been forwarded to the east tasking and coordination team to monitor and patrol the area.

The Police PACT meeting held on 14 September provided an opportunity to speak with residents.  Initial feedback from residents had been positive with residents pleased with the actions taken and in particular the response from the Police.  It was agreed that a leaflet would be distributed to residents highlighting the actions taken in response to their concerns.

This petition will be removed from the schedule.

	23.7.09

Submitted to the Group Director Learning & Children
	31/09
	Petition from parents and pupils of Hookergate School
	Petition against the proposed closure of Hookergate school
	Group Director Learning & Children
	Cabinet considered all the views and opinions that were expressed in the consultation process in the late summer term of 2009, including through this petition.  On 15 September 2009 Cabinet agreed a preferred option for further, formal, consultation with the communities concerned.  The Cabinet report made appropriate reference to this petition's role in reaching that preferred option.  This petition can be removed from the schedule. 


	6.8.09

Submitted by Cllr Hamilton
	33/09
	Petition from residents of Highfield, Rowlands Gill
	Petition for traffic calming measures to prevent any further accidents which may occur on their housing estate
	Group Director Development & Enterprise
	A response has been sent to the lead petitioner outlining the policy within which traffic calming requests are considered.  Members have been kept informed.

This petition will be removed from the schedule.

	18.8.09

Submitted to the Group Director Development & Enterprise
	34/09
	Petitions from the Parents Council of Glynwood Community Primary School
	· Petition for speed limit for traffic to be reduced to 20mph in Glynwood Gardens/Hilltop Avenue/Larne Crescent and Southend Road and more stringent controls in the area immediately outside the school entrance on Glynwood Gardens and in the area on Southend Road where the lollipop lady operates.

· Residents of Southend Road would like to petition for the speed limit for traffic to be reduced to 20mph and would like to see this extended to include the area where the lollipop lady operates.

· Residents of Ennerdale Gardens would like to petition for the speed limit in Ennerdale Gardens and Wynbury Road to be reduced to 20mph.
	Group Director Development & Enterprise
	The petitioners concerns have been acknowledged and are being investigated.  The views of Ward Councillors have been sought.

	28.09.09

Submitted to the Chief Executive
	38/09
	Petition from residents in the neighbourhood of the proposed Durham Road Quality Bus Corridor
	Petition opposing the proposed changes for the section of Durham Road from Lindum Road to Summerfield Road under the Quality Bus Corridor scheme for Durham Road
	Group Director Development & Enterprise
	The Group Director Development & Enterprise is looking at issues raised by this petition.


Confidential Petitions

	3.8.07

Submitted by Cllr Craig
	32/07
	Petition from residents of a named area in Whickham
	Petition requesting the closure of a public right of way to prevent anti-social behaviour and damage to property.
	Development & Enterprise
	Initial investigation and consultation with Ward Councillors has been undertaken.  The request for closure would be difficult to comply with.  Explanatory letters have been sent to the lead petitioner.  Discussions are now ongoing between the lead petitioner and the Council’s Neighbourhood Management and associated problem solving Group.  The petitioner has been advised to report any further issues relating to anti social behaviour to the Group.

This petition will be removed from the schedule


The Gateshead Housing Company
	11.6.09

Submitted to the Chief Executive of Gateshead Council
	20/09
	Petition from residents of Birtley
	Petition strongly objecting to the proposed playing field development bordering on Dennison Crescent, Gilliland Crescent and Oliver Crescent
	The Gateshead Housing Company
	Following consultation with all residents in April 2009, 83% were in favour of providing a new play space on the estate and 75% were in favour of the proposed location.  A public meeting was held with petitioners, other residents living adjacent to the site and local Ward Councillors to ensure the company captured everyone’s concerns.  Those concerns will help the company to develop the final design for the scheme which will be submitted to the Council for planning permission.  Subsequently, a package of support will be developed with partners to ensure the scheme is well established and managed in the longer term.  All the petitioners and local Ward Councillors have been notified.

This petition will be removed from the schedule.

	25.6.09

Submitted to the Gateshead Housing Company
	24/09
	Petition from residents of Bedale Court
	Petition asking for replacement windows
	The Gateshead Housing Company
	A meeting was held with petitioners in July to discuss their request.  A letter was recently sent to them with an update while the Council makes a decision on funding.  A briefing is going to the Leader of the Council in September with a decision expected in October.  A further update was given at a recent tenant and residents meeting.

	19.8.09

Submitted to the Gateshead Housing Company
	35/09
	Petition from tenants of Claremont Walk
	Petition expressing concern that the homes on the estate will not be benefitting from double glazed windows as part of the Decent Homes work
	The Gateshead Housing Company
	The Chief Executive of the Gateshead Housing Company is looking at issues raised by this petition.

	17.9.09

Submitted to the Gateshead Housing Company
	36/09
	Petition from some tenants of South Sherburn, Rowlands Gill
	Petition asking for combi-boilers and new windows
	The Gateshead Housing Company
	The Chief Executive of the Gateshead Housing Company is looking at issues raised by this petition.

	25.9.09

Submitted to the Gateshead Housing Company
	37/09
	Petition from residents of Hallgarth Estate, Winlaton
	Petition asking for UPVC windows
	The Gateshead Housing Company
	The Chief Executive of the Gateshead Housing Company is looking at issues raised by this petition.


