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REPORT TO CABINET

20 October 2009

TITLE OF REPORT:
Gateshead Multi-Agency Safeguarding Adults Partnership Annual Report 2008/2009  
REPORT OF:

Margaret Whellans, Group Director,


Community Based Services  

Purpose of the Report 

1. To present the Safeguarding Adults Partnership Annual Report 2008/2009 to Cabinet for referral to the Healthier Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee for consideration.


Background

2. The Council is the lead body for the Gateshead Multi-Agency Safeguarding Adults Partnership.  The 7th Annual Report has been prepared detailing the work of the Partnership, policy statement and service standards, performance and objectives of the future.  The report can be viewed online within the agenda folder for this meeting.


Proposal 

3. It is proposed that the Annual Report is referred to the Healthier Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee to facilitate elected member involvement and to provide an opportunity for elected members to suggest improvements to current policies and practices.


Recommendations

4. It is recommended that   the Annual Report be referred to Healthier Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee for consideration.

For the following reason:

To improve the safeguarding of vulnerable adults in Gateshead.

CONTACT:  Michael Laing   extension 2350
PLAN REF:3475  


APPENDIX 1


Policy Context

1. The Council has a well-established policy framework that draws on legislation and guidance from Government.  Safeguarding is an area of increasing emphasis through the implementation of recent legislation on mental capacity and deprivation of liberty and the ongoing review of the ‘No Secrets’ guidance.  Safeguarding is also a key feature of the Care Quality Commission’s framework for inspecting adult care.  Nationally safeguarding is being regarded in the wider context of general safety. This means that strong links are being developed between safeguarding, community safety, and freedom from discrimination and consumer protection. 

2.
In Gateshead creating and ‘active and healthy’ community is one of Vision 2030’s main themes. Within this theme the Council and its partners work together to keep people safe. Through shared policies and training, overseen by the Partnership, the Council has a lead role fostering a culture of protecting vulnerable adults.. The Councils vision for Adult Social Care has a specific aim relating to safeguarding and this is expressed in operational terms in service, team and personal development plans.


Background

3. The Council leads the multi-agency partnership consisting of a range of organisations including NHS bodies, the Police and community representatives.  The 7th Annual Report has been prepared setting out activity on safeguarding.  In 2009 the Council strengthened its safeguarding capacity by appointing to additional posts and working across South of Tyne and Wear on mental capacity and the deprivation of liberty.


Consultation

4. The Annual Report has been discussed with the Cabinet Members for Adult Social Care and Health. Members of the Partnership have contributed to and been consulted on the Annual Report.  Presentations have been given to the Health and Social Care Partnership and its subsidiary themed partnerships on safeguarding in the last year.  Groups representing service users have been consulted.


Alternative Options

5. There are no alternative options available to the Council.


Implications of the Recommended Option

6. Financial Implications

The Strategic Director, Finance & ICT confirms there are no financial implications arising directly from this report.

7. Risk Management Implication

There is a significant risk to the health and well being of individuals and the standing of the Council if safeguarding policy and practice is inadequate.

8.
Human Resource Implications


There are no human resource implications in this report.
9. Equality and Diversity Implications

Safeguarding activity makes a major contribution to protecting vulnerable adults from harassment, abuse and discrimination.
10. Crime and Disorder Implications

The wider safeguarding agenda is an integral part of the Council’s work to create a Safer Gateshead.  There is a close connection between, for example community safety work, consumer protection, fire safety and environmental health and the protection of vulnerable adults.
11. Health Implications

Safeguarding is a priority area in keeping the resident of Gateshead active and healthy.  The Partnership and the Annual Report feature important contributions from NHS organisations.
12. Sustainability Implications

There are no direct sustainability implications to the report.
13. Human Rights Implications

The Council’s implementation of Deprivation of Liberty procedures ensures that we are protecting the rights of Gateshead’s vulnerable adults.

14. Area and Ward Implications

Safeguarding covers all areas and wards. 
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