
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

22 September 2009

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)

Councillors: A Armstrong, C Donovan, M Foy, L Green, 

J McElroy, M McNestry, I Mearns and P Mole 
Apology for Absence: Councillor M Graham
C103
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meetings held on 8 September and 15 September 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C104
PRIMARY REVIEW – WHICKHAM AREA AND R.C SCHOOLS 

Consideration has been given to the core principles and options for consultation on two reviews of primary school provision in Gateshead: one with a focus on community schools in the Whickham area and the other on small schools in the Roman Catholic sector across Gateshead.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Core Principles for all primary school reviews 


and reorganisations, as set out in appendix 2 to the 



report, be adopted.

(ii)
That a formal consultation commence in accordance 



with section 16 of the Education and Inspections Act 



(2006), with respect to the Whickham Area and borough-


wide RC provision.

(iii)
That the options set out in the report form the basis for 


the consultation referred to at (ii) above.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To meet the Council’s statutory duty to promote 
high educational standards and ensure that all 
Gateshead primary schools are able to deliver the 
best education possible.





(B)
To meet the Council’s statutory duty to ensure 





sufficient school places, to provide efficient 





education and make effective use of resources.  

 
C105
FUTURE SERVICE PROVISION FOR WASTE MANAGEMENT AND RECYCLING


Consideration has been given to proposals for an improved kerbside recycling 
service from April 2010, the continuation of the existing waste disposal 
arrangements, the acceptance of the tender for the Materials Recycling Facility 
Contract and the procurement of vehicle bodies, hoists, wheeled bins and internal 
caddies through the relevant framework contracts.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the introduction of the improved kerbside recycling 




service from April 2010 be approved.



(ii)
That the continuation of the existing waste disposal 




arrangements be approved. 




(iii)
That the tender returned from HW Martin Waste Limited 



for the Materials Recycling Facility contract be accepted. 

(iv) That the suppliers on respective frameworks for the 



provision of vehicles, hoists, wheeled bins and internal 


caddies and the purchase of these services following 



mini competitions in accordance with the Council’s 



procedures, be approved. 

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To meet the recycling targets in the Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy.

(B) To ensue LATS compliance.

C106
AREAS AND NEIGHBOURHOODS – STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT – PHASE 3 IMPLEMENTATION PROPOSALS


Consideration has been given to proposals for implementation of phase 3 of the 
Council’s area and neighbourhoods agenda for engaging with local communities 
and neighbourhoods.

RESOLVED - 
That Council be recommended to:

(i) approve the proposals for implementation of the Council’s area and neighbourhoods agenda as set out in paragraph 7 and appendices 1-5 of the report.

(ii) approve the strengthened terms of reference for the Area Forums as set out in the report.


The above decisions have been made to achieve the aim of strengthening the 
Council’s engagement with local communities


GATESHEAD MILLENNIUM BRIDGE – REMOVAL OF VESSEL COLLISION PROTECTION SYSTEM

Item deferred.

C107
CHOPWELL VILLAGE MASTERPLAN

Consideration has been given to the final version of the Chopwell Village Masterplan.

The alternative option to the masterplan recommended, but which was discounted, included waiting for the preparation of the Local Development Framework’s Site Allocation Development Plan and to allocate the Heartlands site as a housing site within it.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve and adopt the 


Chopwell Village Masterplan as set out in the appendices to the 


report, to support the development of proposals for a phased 


programme of interventions within the masterplan area, subject 


to funding availability.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To improve the choice of housing for current and future residents.

(B) To create a safer, stronger community.

C108
CAPABILITY POLICY AND PROCEDURE

Consideration has been given to the proposed capability policy and procedure for implementation across the Council.

RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve and adopt the 


capability policy and procedure set out in appendix 3 to the 



report.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To provide a consistent approach to employee 




capability issues across all employee groups.






(B)
The existing approach is inconsistent, and may 



be viewed as inequitable.

C109
TREASURY ANNUAL REPORT 2008/09
Consideration has been given to the Treasury Annual report.

RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve the Treasury 



Annual Report for 2008/09.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council fully complies with 
the requirements of Financial Regulations and good practice as recommended by 
the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) in its Code of 
Practice on Treasury Management.

C110
LOCAL AUTHORITY MORTGAGE RATE FOR MORTGAGES GRANTED UNDER 
HOUSING ACT 1985


Consideration has been given to the statutory declaration of the local authority 
mortgage interest rate for the six months commencing 1 October 2009.

RESOLVED - 
That the declaration of the local authority interest rate as being 


6% for the six month period commencing 1 October 2009 be 



endorsed.  


The above decision has been made to comply with statutory requirements of the 
Housing Act 1985.

C111
UPDATING THE VISION FOR ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND ACTION PLAN


Consideration has been given to a revised vision for adult social care and action 
plan to deliver it.

RESOLVED - 
That the updated vision for adult social care and action plan as 


set out in appendix 2 to the report be approved as the 



aspiration for the future of adult social care in Gateshead.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To help the residents of Gateshead be active and 
healthy, a ‘big idea’ in Vision 2030.

(B) 
To meet the needs of vulnerable and potentially 
vulnerable adults in Gateshead; and

(C) 
To ensure that the Council continues to aspire to 
enable the best possible adult social care 
services.

 

C112
GATESHEAD ADULT SOCIAL CARE COMMISSIONING STRATEGY

Consideration has been given to the final version of the Gateshead Adult Social 
Care Commissioning Strategy, which follows consultation with key stakeholders 
including service users and carers.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Adult Care Services Commissioning Strategy 




and action plan, as set out in appendix 2 to the report, 




be approved.




(ii)
That the Group Director, Community Based 






Services be authorised, following consultation 






with the Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care, to make 




appropriate amendments to the Strategy to maintain its 




relevance.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure that the transformation of adult social  



care services continues to meet the needs of 




Gateshead residents.





(B)
To ensure that a diverse market of providers is 





developed to provide a choice of high quality and 




value for money services.
C112
HOMELESSNESS STRATEGY 


Consideration has been given to the proposed homelessness strategy for 2008 to 
2013, which follows consultation with key stakeholders.


RESOLVED -
That the homelessness strategy for 2008 to 2013 be 





approved for publication subject to any final necessary 




amendments being made by the Group Director, Community 



Based Services, following consultation with the Cabinet 




Member for Housing.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure a transparent policy which is user 
friendly to both officers and service users.

(B) 
To ensure that the strategy is compliant with 
legislative requirements.

(C) 
To enable the Council to fulfil its statutory duties 
more effectively.

(D)
To ensure that the strategy is robust and explicit.

C113
REVIEW OF ADAPTATION POLICY


Consideration has been given to seeking the views of the Sustainable Communities 
Place Advisory Group on a review of the Council’s Adaptation policy.


RESOLVED -
That the views of the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory 



Group be sought on a review of the Council’s Adaptation policy.




The above decision has been made to ensure the policy enable 


the best use of its resources to meet the needs of residents.

C114
TALENT ATTRACTION AND RETENTION STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to the proposed talent attraction and retention 
strategy and the priority areas for action.


RESOLVED - 
That the talent attraction and retention strategy as set out in 




appendix 2 to the report be approved.


The above decision has been made to support the delivery of Vision 2030 
specifically the “Big Ideas” relating to the City of Gateshead, Creative People, 
Sustainable Gateshead and Gateshead Goes Global.     
C115
DEMOLITION OF PREMISES AND DISPOSAL OF SITE AT JOHNSON STREET, 
TEAMS


Consideration has been given to the demolition of the former doctor’s surgery in 
Johnson Street, Teams that will facilitate the freehold disposal of the site for 
residential development.


RESOLVED -
That the demolition of the former doctor’s surgery in Johnson 



Street, Teams, be approved. 


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

 




(A)
So that the site can be marketed for disposal as a 





residential site.





(B)
To realise a capital receipt

(D) 
To reduce the Council’s liability in relation to 
maintenance, utility bills, rates, security etc.

C116
DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWERS


Consideration has been given to action taken by officers under delegated powers 
during the summer recess period.


RESOLVED – 
That the actions taken as set out in the report and listed below 



be noted.

· Dunston Riverside Primary School - Rewire

· HMR Residential Property Improvement Scheme Programme 2010/13 – Procurement of Design Consultants

· Metro Centre Shuttle Bus S1 & S2 

· Digital Print Engines tender acceptance 

C117
HOUSING MARKET RENEWAL – VARIATION TO FUNDING AGREEMENT


Consideration has been given to entering into an agreement with the Homes and 
Communities Agency (HCA), which will further vary the terms of an original funding 
agreement for the Bridging NewcastleGateshead (BNG) Housing Market Renewal 
(HMR) 
scheme, for the financial year 2009/10.  The HCA now exercise the 
functions undertaken by the Department of Communities and Local Government 
(CLG), the original grant funding Authority. 


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the further variations to the HMR Funding 







Agreement proposed by HCA be noted.

(ii)
That the Strategic Director, Legal & Corporate Services 
be authorised to execute the variation agreement on 
behalf of the Council.

(iii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to implement the HMR programme through the BNG Board and make any adjustments necessary to the BNG Programme for 2007/08 to ensure the Council meets its obligations under the HMR Funding Agreement, following consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance & ICT and Cabinet Member for Housing. 


The above decisions have been made to secure funding from HCA for the 
implementation of the Bridging NewcastleGateshead HMR programme for 2009/10.  

C118
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of Local Authority School 
Governors to schools where vacancies have arisen on Governing Bodies.


RESOLVED -
That the appointment of the following local authority school 




governors to schools where there are vacancies for a period of 



four years from the date indicated be approved:
	School

Brandling
	Appointment

Mr E Bartley
	Date from

31.11.09

	Fell Dyke
	Cllr M W Graham
	22.09.09

	Hill Top
	Mrs D Dawson
	31.10.09

	Dryden
	Mr T Jones
	22.09.09

	Kingsmeadow
	Mrs S Diggle
	22.09.09



	Whickham (Secondary)
	Cllr P Maughan
	22.09.09

	Gibside
	Mrs J McAndrew
	22.09.09

	Ryton Infants
	Ms M F Shaw
	22.09.09


C119
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATIONS


Consideration has been given to the responses to the following consultations:

· Building Britain’s Future and Government’s Draft Legislative Programme -  
Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG)  
· ‘The transitional arrangements for the non-domestic rating revaluation 2010 in England’–– CLG 
RESOLVED -
That the responses to the consultations as set out in appendices 1 and 2 to the report be approved.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute responses 
to the consultations.


 
C120
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C121
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.


ASSET REVIEW – OUTBASED OFFICES (Paragraph 3)

Item deferred.

C122
REVIEW OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGY SERVICE, 
DEVELOPMENT AND ENTERPRISE (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to proposals to restructure the Planning and 
Environmental Strategy Service with subsequent changes to other services in 
Development and Enterprise and to rename the service to reflect its changed role.  
RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve:

(i) the proposal to restructure Planning and Environmental 



Strategy and consequent changes to other services 




within Development and Enterprise, as set out in  




appendices 5 and 6 to the report.

(ii) that the new service should be renamed Environment 




and Regeneration.

The above decisions have been made to allow an effective and efficient service to meet the changing needs of housing renewal, area planning and responding to climate change and improve service delivery.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 23 September 2009 




Chair…………………..
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