
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

31 March 2009

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Graham, McElroy, Mearns, Mole and Napier
Apologies for Absence: Councillors Bollands, C Donovan, L Green and McNestry  
C298
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 17 March 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C299
WARD SCHEMES 2009 

Consideration has been given to funding a number of ward schemes across the borough from the Gateshead Development Pool.

RESOLVED -
That the funding of the schemes identified in appendix 2 to the 


report from the Gateshead Development Pool be approved.

The above decision has been made to support the Council’s commitment to supporting local initiatives.

C300
TENDERS AND SCHEME AND ESTIMATE

(i) Best Value Review of Leisure – Building an Active Future Tender

Consideration has been given to the five priced contracts for the Building an Active Future Programme comprising two new leisure facilities at Blaydon and Heworth and redeveloped facilities at Birtley, Dunston and Gateshead Leisure Centres and to the placing of an order for the works.  
RESOLVED - 
That the five priced contracts for the works in the total sum of 


£28,403,185 and the placing of an order with Willmott Dixon 



Construction to carry out the works in accordance with the 



SCAPE National Framework, be approved.


The above decision has been made to deliver an outcome of the Best Value Review 
of Leisure, through the Building an Active Future programme and to contribute to 
the delivery of the Active and Healthy priority within Vision 2030.
(ii) Dryden Professional Development Centre (PDC) State of the Art


Consideration has been given to the creation of a new Centre known as ‘State of  
the Art’ within the Dryden PDC premises, the negotiation of a tender with the 
Group Director, Local Environmental Services (LES) and the placing of an order 
contained within the overall budget limit to meet the programmed spend set by 
the Learning and Skills Council ASL Capital Fund.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposals for the creation of the State of the 





Art centre of excellence at Dryden PDC be approved.





(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise 




be authorised to accept the negotiated tender from the 




Group Director, Local Environmental Services and 





place an order for the works within the agreed overall 





budget of £1.141m to meet the requirements of the 





Learning and Skills Council ASL Capital Fund.


The above decisions have been made to provide enhanced facilities to enable 
staff to deliver an effective service and assist the Council in its ability to meet its 
targets for the educational needs of the community outlined in Vision 2030, the 
Sustainable Community Strategy and the Council’s Corporate Plan.
(iii) Teams Adventure Playground at the Tyne View Centre – Scheme and Estimate

Consideration has been given to the scheme and estimate for the Teams Adventure Playground at the Tyne View Centre.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed scheme and estimated construction 



cost of £563,000 be approved.




(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise 



be authorised to negotiate a tender with the Group 




Director, Local Environmental Services for the works.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To enable expenditure of Big Lottery Funding and 
other funding streams within the financial year 
2009/10.






(B)
In order to provide inclusive/accessible facilities to 




enable staff to deliver an effective play service in 




the borough.  This will assist in meeting Council’s 




obligations under the DDA.






(C)
To contribute towards achieving priority 1 of the 




Children and Young People’s Plan for Gateshead.

(D) 
To support the priorities identified in the Play 
Strategy, Fixed Play Strategy and Open Spaces 
Strategy.





(E)
This project supports Government policies 





across multi-agencies such as those regarding 





health and children’s well being.  

C301
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2009/10


Consideration has been given to the proposed calendar of meetings for 2009/10.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:

(i) Approve the calendar of meetings 2009/10 subject to any final necessary amendments being made by the Chief Executive following consultation with the Leader of the Council.



(ii)
Agree that, as far as possible, meetings should not be 


held during school holidays.

The above decision has been made to assist in the preparation of the Forward Plan and to allow councillors and officers to plan commitments in their diaries.
C302
COUNCILLOR CALL FOR ACTION PROTOCOL


Consideration has been given to the proposed protocol for dealing with local government and crime and disorder councillor calls for action.



RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to:

(i) Approve the protocol for councillor call for action as set out in appendix 2 to the report subject of any necessary adjustments in relation to crime and disorder matters.





(ii)
Include the protocol within the Council’s Constitution.

The above decisions have been made to meet the requirements of the relevant 
provisions within the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 
and the Police and Criminal Justice Act 2006.

C303
GRANTS AND AWARDS PROGRAMME 2009/10

Consideration has been given to the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on whether or not to approve applications for grant support in 2009/10. 

RESOLVED - 
That the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on 


the applications for grant support in 2009/10 as set out in 



appendix 2 to the report, be endorsed.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the grants and awards 
programme is used to maximise benefits to local communities and is managed 
effectively.

C304
RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION – BUSINESS RATES SUPPLEMENTS: DRAFT 
GUIDANCE TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Consideration has been given to the proposed response to the above consultation.
RESOLVED -
That the response to the consultation as set out in appendix 1 


to the report be approved. 


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute a response 
to the consultation.
C305
DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN, SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES CO-LOCATION 
FUND
Consideration has been given to the submission of an application for Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCFS) funding to enable the provision of a co-located safeguarding service within the Civic Centre.

RESOLVED -
That the Group Director, Learning and Children be authorised 



to progress a bid for co-location funding to provide remodelled 



office space within the Civic Centre to accommodate staff 




providing safeguarding services for children and young people. 


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To provide office facilities for integrated 
safeguarding services for children and young 
people to strengthen strategic joint working and 
be in a position to respond to challenges in the 
new CAA inspection process to be implemented 
in April 2009, as well as responding to 
recommendations in “The Protection of Children 
in England: A Progress Report”.

(B) 
To assist the Council in meeting its vision for 21st 
century working through securing funds to 
advance the workspace strategy.

C306
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS 


Consideration has been given to the appointment of Local Authority School 
Governors to schools where vacancies have arisen on Governing Bodies.


RESOLVED -
That the appointment of the following local authority school 




governors to schools where there are vacancies for a period of 



four years from the date indicated be approved:

	School


	Appointment


	Date from



	St Alban’s


	Mrs M Harris
	12.4.09

	St Oswald’s & Glynwood


	Cllr J Lee
	12.4.09

	South Street 


	Mr D Collingwood
	24.4.09

	Greenside
	Mrs S Noone


	31.3.09

	Hookergate


	Mrs V McKie
	31.3.09

	St Mary’s 


	Mr F Kamali
	31.3.09



The above decision has been made to ensure School Governing Bodies have full 
membership.

C307
CLOSE CIRCUIT TELEVISION (CCTV) CORPORATE STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to the proposed CCTV Strategy and Action Plan.
RESOLVED - 
That the contents of the CCTV Strategy and Action Plan as set 


out in appendix 4 to the report be approved.

The above decision has been made to achieve the overall vision of the service, address the outstanding issues and work towards achieving the five priorities of the Strategy.

C308
CONSULTATION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF DESIGNATED PUBLIC 
PLACE ORDERS


Consideration has been given to the proposal to undertake public consultation on 
the implementation of further Designated Public Place Orders within the borough.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the draft Orders outlined in appendix 2 applying to 




the Gateshead Central, Birtley, Ryton/Crawcrook, 





Winlaton and Whickham areas be approved for public 




consultation for a period of three months from the date 




of this meeting.

(ii) That following consideration of the responses to the consultation a further report be submitted seeking approval of the final versions of the Orders by Cabinet and full Council.


The above decisions have been made so that the views of all those affected by the 
Orders and all those involved in the administration and enforcement of the Orders 
can be taken into account.
C309
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK (LDF) CONSULTATION - FEEDBACK

Consideration has been given to the response to the consultation on the LDF Core 
Strategy Issues and Options document.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the consultation process undertaken on the Core 




Strategy Issues and Options document be endorsed.





(ii)
That subject to further analysis of responses, approval 




be given to proceeding to the next stage in the process 




which will be Core Strategy Preferred Options.


The above decision has been made to achieve broad consensus on the approach 
to consultation and to report on key issues emerging.

C310
GATESHEAD CARBON MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME


Consideration has been given to the Council’s proposed Carbon Management Plan 
that will form part of the Carbon Trust’s Local Authority Carbon Management 
Programme.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Council’s Carbon Management Plan be 





approved.




(ii)
That the ongoing need to reduce energy use and carbon 


emissions be noted. 

(iii) That the Plan be the subject of a future Members’ Seminar.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
The programme will significantly contribute to 




reducing the Council’s Carbon emissions.

(B)
The programme will help the Council move 
towards achieving its commitments for reducing 
energy use and carbon emissions.

(C)
To keep Councillors informed of developments. 

C311
HIGHWAYS MAINTENANCE SURFACE DRESSING PROGRAMME 2009/10


Consideration has been given to a programme of surface dressing works in 
2009/10.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the surface dressing programme for 2009/10 as set 




out in appendix 2 to the report be approved.





(ii)
That the Head of Transport and Highways be authorised 




to award the works to the term surface dressing.





(iii)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate 




Services be authorised to advertise and make any 




temporary traffic regulation orders as may be necessary 



during the works.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To maintain the surface condition of appropriate 




roads throughout the borough.

(B)
To make the most effective use of the Council’s 
resources.

C312
THE PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING RENEWAL STRATEGY 2009-2012


Consideration has been given to the Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy 
2009 to 2012 incorporating the related Empty Property Policy (the EPP), Private 
Sector Housing Renewal Financial Assistance Policy (the FAP), and Private Sector 
Housing Enforcement Policy (the EP).

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy 




2009-2012 and the incorporate appendices (the EPP),  



(the FAP), and (the EP) as set out in appendices 2 to 5 



to the report be approved.
(ii) That key partners and stakeholders be consulted on the Strategy and its supporting documents to develop further partnership working. 
The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure that the Council has an up-to-date and 
relevant Private Sector Housing Renewal 
Strategy which reflects private sector housing 
within the Borough.
(B) 
To enable mechanisms to be further developed to 
enable the delivery of Neighbourhood Plans and 
the EPP.

(C) 
To support the delivery and further development 
of the equity loan and renewal loan schemes 
through the FAP.






(D)
To ensure that the Strategy 2009-2012, and the 





incorporated appendices (the EPP),  (the FAP), 





and (the EP), continue to take into account the 






needs and objectives of key stakeholders.

C313
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C314
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C315
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS

Consideration has been given to property transactions.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the new lease of land at Pelaw Industrial Estate to 



Anne Coates on the terms and conditions set out in the 



report be approved.




(ii)
That the renewal of the lease of Site 3 Albany Road to 



Christison Scientific Limited be approved. 






The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To manage resources.





(B)
To rationalise the Council’s landholdings.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 1 April 2009

Chair…………………..
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