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16 JULY 2009 

PRESENT:
T Scrivener, M Walker, J Walker, R Kirkcaldy, M Hardy, A Jones, Inspector A Allan, B Wilson 
and D Lowery
APOLOGIES:
N Smith, L Smith and J Saint
1.
MINUTES


The minutes of the last meeting held on 23 April 2009 were agreed.
2.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
(i)
The new Independent custody visitors who are currently being Police vetted will be attending a training session on Tuesday 21st July.
(ii) The contact details for the Criminal Justice Inspectors in each area command and two custody inspectors for North and South were circulated.

(iii)
Advice had been sought on the best way to store medical swabs in the custody suites. It was confirmed that no specific storage requirement were needed

(iv)
The Gateshead panel have asked for copies of the panel co-ordinator minutes after every meeting. It was agreed that the minutes of the panel co-ordinator meetings would be sent to the Gateshead custody visitor panel.
(v)
The appointment of the custody visitor who had not been undertaking visits and had not replied when contacted has been withdrawn.
(vi)
Their were no legal or financial implications regarding the proposals for long service award vouchers to be given to custody visitors.

(vii)
The greater Manchester protocol for independent custody visitors visiting a person detained under the Terrorism Act 2000 was considered good practice by the ACPO who were considering the introduction of national guidance.

3.
ICVA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Panel Co-ordinators were issued with an update report on the ICVA National Committee. Further updates will be provided at future co-ordinator meetings.
4.
ICVA NATIONAL CONFERENCE
The 2009 conference is to be held at the Ramada Hotel, Leicester on Saturday, 14 November 2009. The number of places allocated to each authority had not yet been agreed. It was agreed that a letter would be sent to all custody visitors asking if they would like to attend.
5.
NORTHUMBRIA CUSTODY VISITOR TRAINING SEMINAR
It is proposed that the ICV training seminar be held in October 2008. Some of the suggested topics covered wide areas. It is proposed that the theme could be based on the general risk assessments process undertaken by the custody officer for detainees in custody. The proposal to hold the regional conference for Cleveland, Durham and Northumberland was to be discussed at the regional meeting on 1 August.

6.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY
The custody visits summary for 1 March 2009 – 31 May 2009 was submitted.
Insp Allan suggested that completed CV’3 forms from Alnwick and Berwick couldbe signed by the local Neighbourhood inspector instead of being posted to Bedlington for the area commander which should speed the process up. It was to be investigated whether the CV’3 forms at Newcastle and Gateshead were being countersigned.

7.
PANEL ROUND UP

(i) Inspector Allan informed co-ordinators of any custody suites that will be closed for maintenance work. Gillbridge will be closed on 20th July – 16th August and detainees will be accommodated at Southwick Police Station. Bedlington station is due to close for one day for cleaning but it has not been decided when this will happen. The panel were informed that Berwick custody suite is to be opened on Friday and Saturday nights, during the summer period. Millbank station will also be closed between 24th August – 9th November.
(ii)
A query was raised regarding clean underwear being provided to detainees that are held in custody for a prolonged period. Inspector Allan was to investigate the matter.
(iii) There are still cigarette ends and matches being found in the exercise yard at North Shields. Inspector Allan will investigate the matter. 
(iv)
Co-ordinators queried the arrangement for Muslim detainees wishing to pray. Inspector Allan stated that prayer mats are available in all custody suites which include a compass.
(v)
The Agenda and directions for the Regional Custody Visitors Conference to be held at Cleveland Police Headquarters were to be circulated to the panel co-ordinators.
(vi)
It was emphasised that ICV were not allowed access to the detainee’s medical records. DNA samples are taken on arrest and these are retained indefinitely. If the detainee is subsequently NFA or acquitted at court the detainee can apply to the Chief Constable to have them destroyed but it is at the Chief Constables discretion.
(vii)
There is an issue when talking to Police Officers wearing the new uniform as they no longer wear insignia with their force number to identify them. Insp Allan explained that permanent custody staff still wear white shirts and epaulettes. Other Inspectors and Sergeants should wear badges to show their rank.
(viii)
The HMIC and Inspectorate of prisons were undertaking internal inspections of police custody facilities. It is likely that Northumbria Police would be included in the unannounced inspection process.
(ix) The force has considered flu pandemic procedures for detainees including risk assessment guidance for custody officers and protective equipment. This could also be included as a theme for the proposed custody visitor seminar. 

(x)
As agreed by the Citizen Focus Committee, the custody visitor panel co-ordinators were thanked for the submission of their annual reports.

8.        DATES OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday, 15 October 2009 at 5.30pm
