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INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS’ SCHEME MATTERS
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

To update the Committee on matters relating to independent custody visiting panel co-ordinators’ and the proposed training seminar for the Authority’s independent custody visitors’.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The Authority has operated an independent custody visiting scheme, since 1986. In 1996, the Authority agreed to set up the independent custody visiting panels.  
2.2 The Police Reform Act 2002 placed independent custody visiting on a statutory basis from 1 April 2003 and the code of practice on independent custody visiting that Police Authorities and independent custody visitors must have regard to in carrying out their relevant functions was subsequently issued.

2.3
The code of practice states that the basic responsibility for the training of 

independent custody visitors lies with the Police Authority.

3.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS 

3.1
Michael Walker, the panel co-ordinator for South West Northumberland, sadly died 

on 3 September 2009. Michael has been an independent custody visitor since the scheme was set up in 1986. A letter of condolence has been sent to his wife Joyce on behalf of the Authority’s Members, officers and independent custody visitors.

3.2
Lynda Miller, the panel co-ordinator for Berwick upon Tweed, has resigned due to her other commitments. A letter of thanks for her contribution to the scheme has been sent.

3.3
Arrangements to replace the panel co-ordinators will be made following discussion with the other members of the two panels concerned.

4. INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS’ TRAINING SEMINAR 
4.1
The next independent custody visitors’ training seminar is to be held in Gateshead Civic Centre on Saturday, 24 October 2009. Twenty two independent custody visitors and four Members of the Authority have to date indicated that they will be attending the seminar. 
4.2
The following topics, based on the suggestions from the independent custody visitors, are to be included in the seminar: diversity, death in custody, dealing with detainees under the influence of drugs and alcohol and persons held under the Terrorism Act.

4.3
The expenditure will include the travelling expenses of those attending the training seminar and the catering costs.
5.
RECOGNITION OF LONG SERVICE OF INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS
5.1
The Committee has previously agreed proposals to recognise the long service of independent custody visitors (minutes 6 – 2008/09 and 27 – 2008/09).

5.2
The proposed awards to be presented at the independent custody visitors’ training seminar are as follows:-

· Five have been independent custody visitors for over twenty years and will receive £100 of vouchers each. It is suggested that Michael Walker should receive this award posthumously with the award being donated to a nominated charity.
-    Four have been independent custody visitors for over fifteen years and will

     receive £50 of vouchers each.


-    Eight have been independent custody visitors for over ten years and will    


     receive £25 of vouchers each.
5.3
The total cost of the above long service awards is £1,000.

6.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

6.1 It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.

7. HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

7.1
There are no human rights implications arising directly from the report although the functions of the independent custody visiting scheme do have human rights implications.

8.
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

8.1
There are no additional risk management implications arising directly from this report although the independent custody visiting scheme supports the objective to ensure that the public continue to have confidence in the Authority and the force.
9. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

9.1 The Treasurer confirms that the costs can be accommodated within the 2009/10 revenue budget.
10. RECOMMENDATION

10.1
The Committee is asked to note the report.
