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REPORT TO CABINET


 22 September 2009

TITLE OF REPORT:
Demolition of premises and disposal of site at Johnson Street, Teams


  
REPORT OF:

 Derek Quinn, Group Director, Development and Enterprise  

Purpose of the Report 

1. This report seeks the Cabinet’s approval to demolish the former doctor’s surgery in Johnson Street in order to facilitate the freehold disposal of the site for residential development.


Background 

2. The former doctor’s surgery was acquired by the Council using BNG funding in order to facilitate the move of the doctor’s surgery to new premises.  

3. The property has been actively marketed from mid November 2008 until June 2009, during which time no offers have been received. 

4. BNG has advised that funding is available to demolish the property.  


Proposal 

5. It is proposed that the property be demolished in order that the cleared site can be marketed as a residential development opportunity.


Recommendations

6. It is recommended that Cabinet approves the demolition of the former doctor’s surgery in Johnson Street, Teams, in order that the site can be marketed for disposal as a residential site.


For the following reason(s)

(i) To realise a capital receipt

(ii) Reduce the Council’s liability in relation to maintenance, utility bills, rates, security etc.

CONTACT:   Steven Hayles extension 3466
PLAN REF:  2007


APPENDIX – PROPERTY DISPOSAL


Policy Context 

1. The proposed disposal is consistent with the overall vision for Gateshead as set out in Vision 2030 and the Corporate Plan.  In particular Corporate Priority 4 : Improving Accessibility, Connectivity and Economic Prosperity, and Corporate Priority 6 : Ensuring a Sustainable Gateshead.


Background

2.
The Council has no operational need for the premises. The property has been 
marketed from November 2008 to June 2009, during which time no offers were 
received.  The marketing period has identified that the property is not fit for purpose 
or for an alternative use with the building remaining on the site. The demolition of 
the property will help consolidate the area with the new build Nomad/Haslam 
Homes housing scheme in line with the Teams Strategy (2001).


Consultation

3. In preparing this report, consultations have taken place with the Cabinet Members for Corporate Vitality and Sustainable Communities – Inner West. Ward Councillors have also been consulted and no objections have been raised.

  

Alternative Options

4. Retaining the property permanently was rejected, as this would mean the loss of a possible capital receipt and further costs being incurred by the Council in order to maintain the property.   

Implications of Recommended Option 

5. Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that the anticipated cost of demolition (£15,000) can be accommodated within the Housing Market Renewal Budget.
6. Risk Management Implication - Nil
7. Human Resources Implications   - Nil
8. Equality and Diversity Implications - Nil 
9. Crime and Disorder Implications – Nil
10. Health Implications - Nil
11. Sustainability Implications – The eventual sale of the cleared site will bring otherwise surplus property into economic use for the benefit of the new owner and the locality in general.
12. Human Rights Implications - Nil
13. Area and Ward Implications – Dunston & Teams in the Inner West Neighbourhood Management area.

Background Information – Nil
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