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REPORT TO CABINET

22




22 September 2009


   

TITLE OF REPORT: Review of Adaptation Policy
   
REPORT OF: 
Margaret Whellans, Group Director, Community Based Services

Derek Quinn, Group Director Development and Enterprise
   

Purpose of the Report 

1. To request that the Cabinet seek the views of the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group on a review of the Council’s adaptation policy.  



Background 

2. The existing adaptation policy, which was approved in 2002, sets out the procedure to be followed and the criteria for approvals. As the criterion for approvals is fairly general, this has led over time to an increasing number of appeals and escalating costs. 

3. It is proposed that councillors, in consultation with stakeholders and partners, consider how the level of adaptations required can be accommodated within the resources available to the Council.

4. It is likely that the policy will also take into account the option of re-housing applicants where extensive works are required.     

Proposal 

5. To seek the views of the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group on a review of the Council’s adaptation policy.  

Recommendations

6. The Cabinet is requested to seek the views of the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group on  

   a review of the adaptation policy

 


For the following reason:

To ensure that the Council’s policy enable the best use of its resources to meet the needs of residents.

CONTACT:    Jackie Park  Extension: 3482 
PLAN REF: 3075 











APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1. The proposals are consistent with Vision 2030, the Sustainable Community Strategy for Gateshead and, in particular, support the Council’s Big Idea for ‘Sustainable Gateshead’.  The proposals also support the achievement of the Council’s Corporate Plan, Corporate Priority 6 - Ensuring a Sustainable Gateshead.   


Background

2. The existing adaptation policy, which was approved in 2002, sets out the procedure to be followed and the criteria for approvals. As the criterion for approvals is fairly general, this has led over time to an increasing number of appeals and escalating costs. 

3. A recent review of the service by external consultants recommended the establishment of a clear policy and criteria for when adaptations would be carried out and when they would not. They also recommended that this information should be shared with customers.

4. It is proposed that councillors, in consultation with stakeholders and partners, consider how the level of adaptations required can be accommodated within the resources available to the Council.

5. The consideration of how to best meet the needs of residents will explore practises in other authorities and offering re-housing to applicants who require adaptations above a certain value, with a financial contribution towards removal costs. 

Consultation

6. Consultation on the report has taken place with the Cabinet Member for Housing.  This report is the start of wider consultation with members, stakeholder and partners in order to inform future policy.    

Alternative Options

7. Not to review the current policy.  

Implications of Recommended Option 

9.
Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that there are no financial implications at this stage.  Any review of the policy will be informed by a cost/benefit analysis.

10. Risk Management Implication – There a no risk management implications at the present time.
11. Human Resources Implications   - There are no human resource implications at the present time. 
12. Equality and Diversity Implications - There are no equality and diversity implications at the present time. 
13. Health Implications –  Adaptations help to promote good health and well-being

14. Crime and Disorder Implications - There are no crime and disorder implications at the present time. 
15. Sustainability Implications – There are no sustainable implications at the present time. 
16. Human Rights Implications - There are no human rights implications at the present time. 
17. Area and Ward Implications - There are no area/ward implications at the present time. 
Background Information

Adaptation Procedure and Criteria 2002

Procedure for requests for Minor Adaptations 2002

Adaptation Appeals Procedure 2002







� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





14








	
	1 of 3
	



_1036568503.doc
[image: image1.png]Gateshead

Council







