
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

15 September 2009

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)

Councillors: A Armstrong, C Donovan, M Foy, M Graham, L Green, 

J McElroy, M McNestry, I Mearns and P Mole 
C101
SECONDARY REVIEW: WEST AREA PROPOSALS

Consideration has been given to a summary of the views expressed during the recent consultation on secondary school provision in the west area and a preferred option to be the subject of further consultation and to be included within a Readiness to Deliver submission to secure funding from the Building Schools for the Future (BSF) programme.

The alternative options to those being recommended, but which were discounted, included the closure of both Hookergate and Ryton Schools and the opening of a new secondary school, initially with all pupils on the Ryton site with the Council seeking to build a new “state of the art” school to replace the existing Ryton building, on a new site in the Greenside area. Also discounted was the closure of Hookergate School and the transfer of the existing pupils to Ryton School with the Council seeking to rebuild or refurbish Ryton School on its existing site.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the option for the West Area described in the report 



be adopted as the Council’s preferred option and be 




consulted upon with stakeholders, subject to the 




agreement of both schools and Council to the 





Memorandum of Understanding referred to in (iii) below.

(ii) That the preferred option be the basis of the Readiness to Deliver submission for Building Schools for the Future, subject to it being noted that the total value of the bid will be approximately £130m rather than the £150m specified in the report.

(iii) That the further development of the preferred option be managed by the Council and the two schools working in partnership, with an agreed Memorandum of Understanding to ensure the full commitment of all parties to the process.

(iv) That the proposal to close Hookergate School and the re-allocation of its current catchment area primary schools be the subject of a statutory consultation with stakeholders.

(v) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be requested to identify and review potential sites in the West Area and recommend those which may be  suitable for the purposes of further consultation with stakeholders.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council:

(A) Fulfils its statutory duty to ensure a match between the predicted demand for school places and the number of schools and places maintained, and to ensure efficient use of resources.

(B)
Is able to take the opportunity to make an 
application for the early release of BSF 
programme resources to ensure that all 
Gateshead secondary schools have the 
necessary investment in buildings and resources 
to deliver education fit for the 21st century.

(Councillors M McNestry and I Rippeth declared personal and prejudicial interests 
in the above item as they are governors of Hookergate and Ryton Schools 
respectively and withdrew from the meeting during consideration of this matter)
C102
SECONDARY REVIEW: BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE – READINESS TO DELIVER STATEMENT 

Consideration has been given to the submission a Readiness to Deliver Statement for the release of Building Schools for the Future (BSF) funding for Gateshead.

RESOLVED -

That the Group Director, Learning and Children be authorised 



to: 





(a)
submit a Readiness to Deliver Statement to secure the 




early release of BSF funding; and





(b)
following consultation with the Cabinet Member 





for Children and Young People, to approve any further 




amendments to the 
Statement prior to its submission.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure that all Gateshead secondary 





schools secure the capital investment they need, 




at the earliest opportunity.







(B)
To facilitate the outcome of the Secondary 






Review in the West Area.



(Councillors M Henry and J McElroy declared personal interests in the above item 
as they are governors of Joseph Swan School)
(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 15 September 2009 




Chair…………………..
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