
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

8 September 2009

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)

Councillors: A Armstrong, C Donovan, M Foy, M Graham, L Green, 

J McElroy, M McNestry, I Mearns and P Mole 
C79
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 14 July 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C80
TENDERS AND SCHEME AND ESTIMATE 

(i) Carr Hill Park Improvements, Deckham

Consideration has been given to the scheme and estimate proposals for Carr Hill Park in Deckham.

RESOLVED -

(i)
That the proposed scheme and estimated construction 




cost of £148,000 be approved.





(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 




authorised to invite tenders in accordance with Contract 




Procedure Rules.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To enable expenditure of Big Lottery Funding and 




other funding streams within the financial year 





2009/10.






(B)
To contribute towards achieving priority 1 of the 




Children and Young People’s Plan for Gateshead.





(C)
To support the priorities identified in the Play 





Strategy, Fixed Play Strategy and Open Spaces 




Strategy.






(D)
This project supports Government policies across 





multi-agencies such as those regarding health 






and children’s well being.  

(ii)
Framework Contract for the Provision of Computer Hardware 



Replacement – Learning and Children


Consideration has been given to the tenders received for the framework contract for the provision of computer hardware replacement in Learning and Children.

RESOLVED -
 
That tenders be accepted from the following:




Lot 1 – High Level Server




Dell Corporation Limited, Berkshire




Very PC Limited, Sheffield




Viglen plc, Hertfordshire




Lot 2 – Personal Computers




Computerland UK, London




Dell Corporation Limited, Berkshire




Viglen plc, Hertfordshire




Lot 2 – Laptops




Computerland UK, London




Dell Corporation Limited, Berkshire




Lanway Corporate Business Solutions, Lancashire


The above decision has been made to allow the most economically advantageous 
tenders to be accepted.


(iii)
Provision of Insurance Broker Service for Gateshead Council, The 


Gateshead Housing Company and Northumbria Police Authority


Consideration has been given to the pre-qualification 
questionnaires received for the contract for the provision of insurance broker service 
for Gateshead Council, The Gateshead Housing Company and Northumbria Police Authority.


RESOLVED -
That the pre-qualification questionnaires be accepted from the 


following:

Marsh Ltd, Newcastle upon Tyne

HSBC Ltd, Newcastle upon Tyne

Heath Lambert Ltd, Swindon


AON Ltd, Newcastle upon Tyne

Griffiths & Armour Ltd, Liverpool

Jardine Lloyd Ltd, London


The above decision has been made to accept the top five highest scoring 
companies for each Lot through to the tender stage, following a comprehensive 
evaluation of the pre-qualification Questionnaires received. 

C81
COMMUNITY SCHOOL NURSERY EDUCATION ADMISSIONS POLICIES 
SEPTEMBER 2010

Consideration has been given to the Community School Nursery Education Admission Policy and Bensham Grove Nursery School Admission Policy for September 2010. 



RESOLVED -
(i)
That the proposed Community School Nursery 






Education admission policy 2010/11 and Bensham 





Grove Nursery admission policy for 2010, set out in 





Appendix 2 to the report, be adopted for September 





2010. 



(ii)
That the proposed admissions numbers for all schools 



listed in Appendix 3 to the report, including those 




increases proposed for Highfield Primary and Emmaville 



Primary Schools, be adopted from September 2010. 




(iii)
That the local authority undertake the consultation 




process for Bensham Grove Nursery school and Birtley 



East School Nursery from the autumn term 2009 to 




determine views on proposals for an increase in the 




nursery admission number effective from September 




2010 and to report back to cabinet by April 2010. 

(iv) That, subject to consultation with the local authority, 



schools may, in consultation with the local authority, 



implement a 
lower or a higher admission number, 



where they wish to provide a flexible model of delivery to 


local parents, or in response to other local 




circumstances. 

(v) That the approved admissions policies for September 



2010 be used as a basis of consultation with schools, 



Admissions Forum and others for formulating the 



relevant admissions policies from September 2011

The above decisions have been made to enable the Council to deliver the school nursery admission processes for schools and parents.

C82
ST CUTHBERT’S DRIVE – NEW BUILD AND REGENERATION


Consideration has been given to proposals to build new homes at St Cuthbert’s 
Drive, High Lanes and to improve the area by demolishing the existing garages and 
replace them with landscaping and play facilities.

The alternative options to those being recommended, but which were discounted, included the repair of the garages of which currently only one is let with no waiting list. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the demolition of 18 garages in High Lanes and 




the landscaping of the cleared area be approved.




(ii)
That the development of play facilities be approved, 




subject to available resources.




(iii)
That three new four bedroom homes be built, subject to 



available resources.


The above decisions were made for the following reasons:






(A)
To improve the local environment and long-term 





sustainability






(B)
To provide additional homes to meet local 






demand

C83
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE


Consideration has been given to the annual report of the Audit Committee 2008/09.

RESOLVED -
That the annual report of the Audit Committee be endorsed and 

referred to the Council for consideration.

The above decision has been made to strengthen the Council’s arrangements for oversight by elected members of governance, audit, risk management, the internal control framework, value for money and efficiency.

C84
REVENUE BUDGET MONITORING 2009/10

Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2009/10 revenue budget for the first quarter to 30 June 2009.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council’s revenue expenditure position at 30 June 



2009, as set out in appendix 2 to the report, be noted.

The above decision has been made to contribute to the sound financial management of the Council.

C85
LOCATION OF PLACES OF CHANGE SCHEME

Consideration has been given to the proposed site of the Places of Change scheme.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Places of Change scheme be located at the 




Eslington Park, Bensham site. 

(ii) That the Council provide the site as a contribution 



towards the scheme.

The above decisions have been made to meet the need for supported accommodation for young people and provide a sports facility of benefit to the local community.


(Councillor I Mearns declared a personal interest in the above matter because he is 
a patron of Redheugh Football Club)

C86
DEMOLITION OF BUNGALOWS IN EBCHESTER AVENUE AND MARSDEN 
GROVE, WREKENTON
Consideration has been given to a proposal to demolish 13 empty bungalows in Ebchester Avenue and Marsden Grove, Wrekenton.

RESOLVED -
That the demolition of the bungalows in Ebchester Avenue and 


Marsden Grove, Wrekenton be approved.

The above decisions have been made to remove redundant buildings and create a development site for future use.

C87
WINDMILLLS HILLS CENTRE


Consideration has been given to issues relating to the development of a multi 
cultural facility at Windmill Hills, Gateshead.

RESOLVED - 
That consideration of this matter be deferred.

C88
THE GATESHEAD HOUSING COMPANY BUSINESS PLAN 2009-13


Consideration has been given to the Gateshead Housing Company’s Business 
Plan for 2009-13.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Gateshead Housing Company’s Business 





Plan, attached at Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.



(ii)
That the Group Director, Community Based Services 



and Chief Executive of the Gateshead Housing 



Company be authorised, following discussion with the 


Cabinet Member for Housing, to make any necessary 



further amendments to the Business Plan to ensure the 


provision of high quality services to tenants.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To enable The Gateshead Housing Company to deliver the plan.






(B)
To improve housing provision in Gateshead and 





help to build sustainable communities.
 

C89
THE GATESHEAD HOUSING COMPANY DELIVERY PLAN 2009/10

Consideration has been given to the Gateshead Housing Company’s Delivery


Plan 2009/10, which sits within the context of the Company’s Business Plan.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Gateshead Housing Company’s Delivery Plan 




for 2009-10, attached as appendix 2 to the report, be 





approved.




(ii)
That the Group Director, Community Based 






Services and the Chief Executive of the Gateshead 





Housing Company be authorised, following consultation 




with the Cabinet Member for Housing, to make any 





further amendments to the Delivery Plan and associated 




documents that may be necessary

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To enable The Gateshead Housing Company to 




deliver the plan.





(B)
To improve housing provision in Gateshead and 




help to build sustainable communities
C90
THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN IN ENGLAND: A PROGRESS REPORT 
(LORD LAMING) 


Consideration has been given to the appointment of an independent chair for 
Gateshead Local Safeguarding Children Board (LSCB) and the appointment of an 
independent chair for all future Serious Case Reviews conducted by Gateshead 
LSCB in line with the recommendations made by Lord Laming and the subsequent 
response by the Government. Consideration has also been given to the contents of 
Lord Laming’s report and the subsequent Government response.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the proposals for Gateshead LSCB to enter into a 



reciprocal chairing arrangement with Northumberland 




Safeguarding Children Board be approved.





(ii)
That the proposal for Gateshead LSCB to appoint 





independent chairs for all future Serious Case Reviews 




be approved.

(iii) That the contents of report “The Protection of Children in 


England: A Progress Report (Lord Laming)” be noted in 


anticipation of further impact on Gateshead Council in 


the future.





(iv)
That ongoing monitoring of progress be approved





against Lord 
Laming’s recommendations and the 





subsequent Government response via the local action 




plan.  




(v)
That the Cabinet receive an annual review on the 





above arrangements.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To meet statutory requirements of Local 



Safeguarding Children Boards to have an 


independent chair following Lord Laming’s 


review of the national child protection system

(B) To ensure that safeguarding of vulnerable children and young people remains a the high priority for the Council and its partners. These proposals will ensure further improvement in services and strengthen the arrangements currently in place to protect children from harm whilst maintaining compliance with all statutory requirements for LSCBs and local authorities.

C91
ENTERPRISE AND INNOVATION FUND


Consideration has been given to the proposals and eligibility criteria for the 
Enterprise and Innovation Fund, to be established as part of the Council’s £200m 
10 Point Plan for Economic Resilience.

The alternative options to those being recommended, but which were discounted, included not setting an eligibility criteria for the Fund and seeking approval from the Cabinet on an individual application basis and implementing the interventions of the Enterprise and Innovation Fund on a smaller scale. 

RESOLVED -
That the proposals and eligibility criteria for the Enterprise and 


Innovation Fund, as set out in Appendices 2-4 of the report, be 


approved.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:




(A)
To increase developer confidence in making further 




investment at a time when they are more inclined to act 



in a risk adverse manner.





(B)
To raise the profile of Gateshead as a business location 




for businesses.





(C)
To stimulate and secure investment from employers 





looking to relocate, creating highly skilled jobs and GVA 




growth potential, addressing key improvement targets in 




2030 and the LAA.





(D)
To create priority business clusters.





(E)
Stimulating continued commercial development and 





occupation would increase Rateable Value and NNDR 




receipts to the council positively impacting on future 





Local Authority Business Growth Incentive rewards. 





(F)
To provide the council with a lever to ensure investment 




has an economic benefit for local people, increasing the 




likelihood of businesses employing them, linking to 





support with targeted recruitment and training, and the 




Council’s employment development activity. 





(G)   
Stimulate new business creation.





(H)
To implement key elements of the Enterprise and 





Employment Zone proposal.
C92
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATIONS


Consideration has been given to the following proposed responses to consultations:

· Improving and reproviding services at Dunston Hill Hospital -  
Gateshead PCT and Gateshead Health NHS Trust  
· Planning Policy Statement 4: Planning for Prosperous Economies – Department for Communities and Local Government 
RESOLVED -
That the responses to the consultations as set out in appendices 1 and 2 be approved, subject to the response in appendix 1 making reference to the localised provision of health services. 


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute responses 
to the consultations.

C93
CORPORATE COMPLAINTS AND COMPLIMENTS PROCEDURE – ANNUAL 

REPORT 2008/09

Consideration has been given to an analysis of the complaints and compliments recorded during the year 2008/09.

RESOLVED -
(i) 
That the Corporate Complaints and Compliments 





Procedure Annual Report for 2008/09 be approved.

     



(ii)
That it be noted that the Annual Report will be 






considered by the Corporate Vitality Overview and 





Scrutiny Committee.
 


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council has an effective 
and timely complaints procedure.
 

C94
PETITIONS SCHEDULE 


Consideration has been given to an update on petitions submitted to the Council 
and the action taken on them.

RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them 


be noted.


 
C95
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C96
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C97
LEASEHOLD DISPOSAL OF LAND AND BUILDINGS AT TRINITY SQUARE, 
GATESHEAD (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to the progress of the redevelopment of Trinity Square and related issues.

The alternative options to those being recommended, but which were discounted, included waiting until the recession is over and conditions are more favourable for the private sector to recommence investment in regeneration projects, refurbishing an existing building to provide temporary move-on accommodation for companies pending future developments in Central Gateshead, and suspending the Council’s current policy and allow companies to remain in existing business centres for an indefinite period.  
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the basis of the commercial terms in relation to the 




student accommodation be approved.

(ii) That the cessation of the rent payable under the existing lease at the March quarter day 2009 be approved.

(iii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services be given delegated authority, following consultation with the Group Director, Development and Enterprise and the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, to negotiate and agree ancillary terms to facilitate the development.

The above decisions have been made for the following decisions:

(A) To enable the redevelopment of the existing Trinity Square and Tesco store and car park and thus further the regeneration proposals for the town centre. 

(B) To help implement the Fit for a City, the Gateshead Centre Regeneration Delivery Strategy (2008), and the adopted Town Centre Planning Strategy (2007).

C98
NORTHERN DESIGN CENTRE – APPLICATION FOR ERDF/SINGLE 
PROGRAMME FUNDING (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the submission of an application to ONE NorthEast to secure ERDF/Single Programme funding to construct the east wing of the Northern Design Centre (previously known as Design Centre North), ensuring its delivery on Baltic Business Quarter. In addition, consideration has also been given to the use of Council resources as match funding to ensure that the total project costs for the east wing are available.  

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the submission of an application to ONE NorthEast 



for ERDF and Single Programme funding, as outlined in 



the report, be 
approved. 

(ii) That the use of Council resources as match funding, as outlined in the report, be approved.

(iii) That the use of the funds to meet the cost of constructing the east wing of the Northern Design Centre and entering into a lease for the site on which the east wing sits, as outlined in the report, be approved.

(iv) That a contribution towards Terrace Hill’s interest payments for the infrastructure costs, as outlined in the report, be approved.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:




(A)
To ensure the delivery of the prestigious Northern 




Design Centre in Gateshead





(B)
To create additional business accommodation on 




Baltic Business Quarter.

(C) To provide a focus for creative businesses, encourage graduate retention and create good quality employment.

(D) To ensure continued development on Baltic Business Quarter and maintain confidence in the development.

(E) To enable the delivery of the outcomes in the Baltic Business Quarter masterplan.

C99
FREIGHT DEPOT SITE – WITHDRAWAL OF PREVIOUS RESOLUTION TO 
MAKE A COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the withdrawal of the resolution to make a 
Compulsory Purchase Order under Section 226(1)(a) of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 in respect of the Freight Depot Site, St James, Gateshead.


RESOLVED -
That the withdrawal of the previous resolution to make a 




Compulsory Purchase Order under Section 226(1)(a) of the 




Town and Country Planning Act 1990 in respect of the 




Freight Depot Site, St James, Gateshead, be approved.


The above decision has been made as a Compulsory Purchase Order is no longer 
necessary to acquire the land.

C100
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to proposed new lettings and a surplus declaration.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the following new lettings be approved on the terms 




and conditions detailed in the report:

· LES Joinery Workshop, Shearlegs Road, Gateshead – ACE Joinery (NE) Ltd

· Land at Carr Hill Recreation Ground – Sheriff Hill FC

· Land at Mersey Road, Felling – Highfield Homing Pigeon Society

· Land to the rear of Birtley Leisure Centre – Birtley Town Football Club

(ii) That the Knowledge Hill Depot, Winlaton be declared surplus to requirements.

The above decisions have been made to manage resources.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 10 September 2009 




Chair…………………..
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