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COUNCIL MEETING
17 September 2009

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive

Mike Barker, Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This report asks Council to approve an amendment to the fees for Local Land Charges with effect from 1 October 2009.

BACKGROUND

2. On 23 December 2008 the Local Authorities (Charges for Property Searches) Regulations 2008 came into force.  These Regulations require local authorities to make property data accessible to all and enable local authorities to charge for access to property data that is not held on a public register or available under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004.

3. Prior to the commencement of the Regulations, this Council did not charge third parties a fee for obtaining access to view property data, despite there being a cost associated with granting such access.  Thus individuals and personal search companies obtained the information for free.  This had a huge impact on the number of official searches submitted which in turn resulted in a reduction in local land charges income received.

4. The introduction of the Regulations is therefore a positive step in bringing official searches (those provided by the Council) and personal searches (those obtained by a third party) onto an equal cost footing as there will no longer be a disparity in the costs of accessing the information.  

5. The Regulations provide for local authorities to recover relevant costs of providing access to property search data and for answering enquiries about a property.  In response to the Regulations an exercise to determine the cost of providing this services has been undertaken.  

6. The cost of providing access to view each element of component data as well as the cost of providing tailored reports is attached at Appendix A (residential) and Appendix B (commercial). The cost of optional enquires is also included in both appendices.

7. It is estimated (based on the number of requests to access property data received since 1 April 2009) that the introduction of these fees will generate an additional income of approximately £34,000 by March 2010.

RECOMMENDATIONS

8. Council is recommended to approve the amended fees as set out in Appendix A 
and B attached to this report with effect from 1 October 2009.
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