
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

14 July 2009

PRESENT: 
Councillor M Henry (Chair)
Councillors: A Armstrong, C Donovan, M Foy, M Graham, L Green, 

J McElroy, I Mearns and P Mole 
Apology for Absence: Councillor McNestry
C51
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 30 June 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C52
COMMUNITY CENTRES – PROGRAMME OF INVESTMENT 

Consideration has been given to the proposed programme of works representing the first phase of implementation of the community centres review.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the programme of work identified in appendix 2 to 



the report be 
approved.

(ii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to negotiate tenders with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services and place orders for the works.

(iii) That reports be submitted in due course on Phases 2 and 3 of the Community Centre Review as the work progresses.

The above decisions have been made to:

(A) Support the implementation of the Community Centre Review.

(B) Build sustainable community facilities for community use.

C53
COUNCIL BUILDINGS DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION ACT (DDA) 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 2009/10

Consideration has been given to the proposed programme of works to various existing Council premises to enable the Council to meet its obligations under the DDA.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the proposed programme of works identified in 




the report be approved.




(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 



authorised to negotiate tenders and place orders with 




the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, and 



The Gateshead Housing Company partner contractors 



within the agreed overall budget limit  .



The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To provide inclusive/accessible facilities to enable 




staff to deliver an effective service in the Council’s 




buildings.


(B) 
To meet the Council’s obligations under 
the DDA.






(C)
To meet the Council’s targets for best value 





indicator LI 7.

C54
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2009/10 – FIRST QUARTER REVIEW


Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2009/10 capital 
programme and prudential indicators at the end of the first quarter to 30 June 2009.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That Council be recommended to approve that 





variations to the 2009/10 capital programme as detailed 



in appendix 2 to the report be agreed as the revised 




programme.

(ii) That the Council be recommended to approve the financing of the revised programme.




(iii)
That Council confirms that the capital expenditure and 


capital financing requirement indicators have been 



revised in line with the revised budget and that none of 


the other approved Prudential Indicators set for 2009/10 


have been breached.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To accommodate changes to the Council’s in-






year capital expenditure plans.





(B)
To ensure the optimum use of the Council’s 




capital resources in 2009/10.





(C)
To ensure performance has remained within the 





approved prudential limits.

C55
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2010/11 TO 2012/13


Consideration has been given to the approach and timetable for setting the capital programme for 2010/11 to 2012/13 to meet the priorities of the Capital Strategy.

RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve the approach 


and timetable set out in the report as the basis for considering 

the Capital Programme for 2010/11 to 2012/13.


The above decision has been made to realise the Council’s policies and objectives 
in relation to maximising resources available within its capital programme and 
deliver the priorities of the Capital Strategy.

C56
SELECTIVE LICENSING OF PRIVATE LANDLORDS

Consideration has been given to the introduction of selective licensing in the Chopwell area in respect of private rented accommodation.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the evidence for the introduction of selective 




licensing in the Chopwell area as set out in appendices 



1 and 2 to the report be noted.

(ii) That the proposed scheme detail and implementation programme for selective licensing as set out in Appendix 2 be approved.

(iii) That the submission of an application to the CLG and GONE for discretionary licensing designation be approved.

(iv) That subject to approval from CLG and GONE, Council be recommended to approve the designation of the Chopwell area (as set out in Appendix 2 of the report) of Gateshead for selective licensing.

(v) That the Head of Regulatory Services be authorised to take enforcement action in relation to Part 3 (Selective Licensing) of the Housing Act 2004.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
The scheme complements other initiatives and 
interventions in place to tackle low demand and 
anti-social behaviour within the proposed area.

(B) 
The proposal underpins the Council’s drive 
towards improving conditions in the private rented 
sector.

(C) 
The proposal complements the draft Chopwell 
Masterplan.

(D) 
The proposal supports the Council’s campaign to 
licence private landlords.

C57
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT – SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS

Consideration has been given to the Council’s position in respect of submitting proposals under the Sustainable Communities Act.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the decision not to submit a proposal for the first 




round of the Sustainable Communities Act be approved.



(ii)
That the Council’s commitment to explore the use of the 



Sustainable Communities Act in future rounds be 




reaffirmed. 




(iii)
That Advisory Groups be arranged to consider proposals 



where appropriate.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that local issues are identified in an appropriate fashion and acted upon in support of the Sustainable Communities Act.

C58
FIT FOR FUTURE PROGRAMME
Consideration has been given to the proposed Fit for Future Programme that will give a focus to delivering Vision 2030 and service excellence.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Fit for Future Programme as set out in the 




report be approved.





(ii)
That a programme of engagement and consultation with 



Trade Unions and Partners be approved.

 

The above decisions have been made to give a focus to delivering Vision 2030 and service excellence within the emerging economic conditions and tighter public expenditure programme. 

C59
REVIEW OF FRAUD PROSECUTION POLICY


Consideration has been given to a revised Fraud Prosecution Policy in respect of 
the Housing and Council Tax Benefit schemes.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the revised Housing and Council Tax Benefit Fraud 



Prosecution Policy as set out in appendix 2 to the report 



be approved.




(ii)
That the content of the fraud procedures and guidelines 



set out in appendix 3 to the report be approved.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure that the Policy continues to meet the 
Council’s targets in this area.

(B) 
To ensure that the Policy continues to meet DWP 
and Audit Commission recommendations and 
guidance.

(C) 
To assist the Council in its key Corporate 
Priorities of Ensuring a Sustainable Gateshead 
and Building Stronger Communities.   

(D) 
To provide a framework for consistent and 
coherent decision making on Benefits Fraud 
Prosecution.  
C60
THE CHILDCARE SUFFICIENCY AUDIT AND PLAN 2009


Consideration has been given to the findings of the 2009 Childcare Sufficiency 
Audit and to the proposed Childcare Sufficiency Audit.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Childcare Sufficiency Plan for 2009 be 




approved.

(ii) That a report be submitted on the implementation of funding changes and the impact on child care providers.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:


(A)
To assist elected members, officers and partner 
organisations to meet the responsibilities of the 
Childcare Act 2006.


(B)
To build on good practice, which has been 
established within the Local Authority Early Years 
and Childcare Service. 

(C) 
To ensure that there is effective working with 
delivery partners in the private, voluntary and 
independent sectors, and to tailor actions more 
closely to the particular needs of children and 
families. This is a key part of the children’s 
services, regeneration and employment 
strategies.

(D) 
To ensure that the most disadvantaged two year 
olds have access to their new free entitlement. 

(E) 
To ensure that the Council is fulfilling its 
obligations for the provision of free nursery 
education to all three and four year olds. 

(F) 
To ensure that the Council continues to support a 
range of different forms of sustainable childcare 
provision.

C61
TRANSFORMING ADULT SOCIAL CARE: CONSULTATION

Consideration has been given to undertaking consultation with service users, 
partners and members on the impact of personalisation on adult care service 
provision.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That a Members’ Seminar, Advisory Group and 





consultation with service users and partners about the 




impact of personalisation on adult care service provision, 




be approved.

(ii)
That a further report be submitted on the outcome of the 


above consultation.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To help achieve Vision 2030 objectives to create 





an active and healthy Gateshead with a vibrant 





voluntary sector.






(B)
To implement the Council’s vision for Adult Social 





Care.

C62
ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 


Consideration has been given to the proposed development and submission of bids 
for additional housing resources announced by the Government.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the development of bids for additional funding for 



new affordable energy efficient housing and for funding 



to bring existing new build into use be approved.




(ii)
That a bid for Round 1 funding be submitted by the 




deadline of 31 July 2009 in respect of sites at Hallgarth, 



Winlaton; Norfolk Avenue, Birtley and Hartswood, 




Harlow Green.



(iii)
That a further report be submitted on the detail of any 



future bids in advance of the bidding deadlines.


The above decisions have been made to meet the needs of the people of Gateshead set out in Vision 2030 and the Council’s Housing Strategy.














C63
PROPOSED SITE CLEARANCE AND DEMOLITION WORKS – FREIGHT 
DEPOT, ST JAMES


Consideration has been given to the scheme and estimate of works to clear the 
vegetation and debris and to the demolition of a vacant warehouse on the former 
Freight Depot site in readiness for redevelopment.

RESOLVED -
That the scheme and estimated cost of the proposed works be 


approved and the Group Director, Development and Enterprise 


be authorised to invite tenders for the works in accordance with 


contract procedure rules.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To manage resources.

(B) To de-risk the site in readiness for redevelopment.

(C) To remove a vacant building, which will reduce management, costs.

C64
YOUTH CAPITAL FUND PLUS – COMMUNITY CENTRE IMPROVEMENTS

Consideration has been given to proposed improvements to Pelaw Youth Centre, Deckham Community Centre and Dunston Drop-in Centre using funding from the Government’s Youth Capital Plus Fund.

RESOLVED -          That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to negotiate tenders and place orders with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services for the works.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To deliver the capital programme.

(B) To ensure effective use of resources.

C65
FINANCIAL INCLUSION STRATEGY

Consideration has been given to the proposed Financial Inclusion Strategy and the priority areas for action.

RESOLVED -
That the Financial Inclusion Strategy as set out in appendix 2 to the report be approved.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To support the delivery of the Council’s corporate 
priorities in relation to Building Stronger 
Communities, Ensuring Healthier Communities 
and Economic Prosperity.





(B)
To support the delivery of the Council’s ten-point 




economic resilience plan.
C66
SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION POLICY

Consideration has been given to the proposed sustainable construction policy for all new and substantially refurbished buildings.

RESOLVED -
That the sustainable construction policy for all new and substantially refurbished buildings be approved.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council’s objectives for a Sustainable Gateshead can be met.

C67
REVIEW OF THE GAMBLING ACT 2005 – STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES


Consideration has been given to undertake a public consultation on a draft revised statement of principles, by which the Council will make decisions when exercising its responsibilities under the Gambling Act 2005.  

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Statement of Principles be consulted upon for a 



period of three months from the date of this meeting.

(ii)
That the views of the Sustainable Communities Place 
Advisory Group be sought on the outcome of the above 
consultation so that they can be included in a further 
report to Cabinet recommending to Council a final 
version of the revised Statement of Principles.


The above decisions have been made because there is a legal requirement to 
prepare and revise the Statement of Principles every three years under the 
Gambling Act 2005.

C68
BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE – THOMAS HEPBURN 
COMPREHENSIVE AND HEWORTH GRANGE COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL 
CLOSE

Consideration has been given to proposed delegations to officers to progress the proposals to redevelop Heworth Grange and Thomas Hepburn secondary schools and which will enable the Council to enter into the design and build contract for the project.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Group Director, Learning and Children, 



following consultation with the Strategic Director, Legal 


and Corporate Services, Strategic Director, Finance and 


ICT and Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 


authorised to negotiate and agree the final details of the 


Financial Close. 

(ii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, and Strategic Director, Finance and ICT be authorised to sign the required legal documents on behalf of the Council.

(iii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to enter into an Early Works Agreement with inspiredspaces, the Local Education Partnership.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that the Financial Close can be 




reached before the next scheduled Cabinet 




Meeting in September 2009. 

(B) To enable the construction of the project at 




Heworth Grange and Thomas Hepburn 





secondary schools to commence on schedule in 



July 2009.


(Councillor Mearns declared a personal interest in the above matter because he is 
Chair of the Governing Body for Thomas Hepburn Secondary School)

C70
APPOINTMENT TO NORTHUMBERLAND, TYNE AND WEAR NHS 
FOUNDATION TRUST COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS

Consideration has been given to the appointment of a member to the proposed Northumberland, Tyne and Wear NHS Foundation Trust Council of Governors.



RESOLVED -
That the nomination of Councillor M Foy as the Council’s 




representative on the Northumberland, Tyne and Wear NHS 




Foundation Trust Council of Governors be approved.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council is represented on the Trust’s Council of Governors.

C71
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS 


Consideration has been given to the appointment of Local Authority School 
Governors to schools where vacancies have arisen on Governing Bodies.


RESOLVED -
That the appointment of the following local authority school 




governors to schools where there are vacancies for a period of 



four years from the date indicated be approved:

	School
	Appointment
	Date from

	Ravensworth
	Cllr N Weatherley
	08.09.09

	Falla Park
	Cllr D Napier
	01.09.09

	Chopwell
	Cllr M McNestry
	31.08.09

	Whickham Parochial
	Mrs B Smith
	20.09.09

	Eslington
	Mrs A Armstrong
	20.09.09

	Kells Lane
	Cllr F Hindle
	31.08.09

	Carr Hill
	Mrs J Pratt
	14.07.09

	Chopwell
	Cllr L Caffrey
	14.07.09



The above decision has been made to ensure School Governing Bodies have full 
membership.

C72
THE NORTH EAST IMPROVEMENT AND EFFICIENCY PARTNERSHIP – PROCUREMENTS AND DELEGATIONS

Consideration has been given to the Council entering into two contracts on behalf of the North East Improvement and Efficiency Partnership (NEIEP) and to officer delegations to cover further contracts within the NEIEP budget.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That entering into contracts for OD and Workforce 




Planning Programme for accredited coaching for circa 



100 officers and modular leadership development for 




400 middle managers by the Council on behalf of  




NEIEP be approved.  

(ii)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, following consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT be authorised to agree future procurements and contract awards undertaken by or on behalf of NEIEP, including where such contracts exceed the EU procurement thresholds.

The above decisions have been made to enable NEIEP to undertake procurements and enter into subsequent contracts quickly and efficiently.

C73
APPROVAL OF ESTIMATES AND TENDERS AND PROPERTY 
TRANSACTIONS DURING THE SUMMER RECESS


Consideration has been given to delegating authority to officers to approve 
schemes and estimates, consent to the invitation of tenders and acceptance of 
tenders and also transactions in respect of land and property during the summer 
recess.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Group Director and the Head of Property 




Services, Development and Enterprise, following 




consultation with the Strategic Directors, Finance & ICT 



and Legal & Corporate Services, be authorised to 




approve schemes and estimates, consent to the 




invitation of tenders and approve the acceptance of 




tenders and also transactions in respect of land and 




property during the summer recess.

  
(ii) 
That the Head of Corporate Procurement, following 




consultation with the Strategic Directors, Finance & ICT 



and Legal & Corporate Services, be authorised to 




approve the acceptance of tenders for the provision of 



digital print engines to the Council’s Central Print Unit.

(iii) 
That the Group Director Local Environmental Services, 



following consultation with the Strategic Directors, 




Finance & ICT and Legal & Corporate Services, be 




authorised to approve the acceptance of the tenders for 



the provision of Refuse Collection Vehicle Bodies and 



Hoists and the provision of Wheeled Bins and Internal 



Caddies.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
Delivery of the capital programme and its related 
expenditure and the achievement of capital 
receipts are dependent upon the individual 
projects and transactions progressing without 
delay.






(B)
To ensure the timely installation of print engines 





that will lead to reduced print production costs.





(C)
To ensure the targets set within the Waste 





Management Strategy are achieved in relation to 




the Refuse Collection Vehicle Bodies and Hoists 




and the Wheeled Bins and Internal Caddies 

C74
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION



Consideration has been given to the following proposed responses to consultation
· ‘Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle Licensing – Consultation on Revised Best Practice Guidance’ - Department for Transport 
· Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 – Home Office 

· The Private Rented Sector: Professionalism and Quality – The Government Response to the Rugg Review – Department for Communities and Local Government 
RESOLVED -
That the responses to the consultations as set out in appendices 1-3 be approved. 


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute a response 
to the consultations.

C75
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C76
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.


ORGANISATION REVIEW – DEVELOPMENT AND ENTERPRISE 


Item withdrawn


C77
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 10 POINT PLAN FOR ECONOMIC RESILIENCE 
(Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to initiatives and proposals relating to implementation of the Council’s 10 Point Plan for Economic Resilience.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That a 12 month rent free business space, for 




2009/2010 and 2010/2011 at identified Council Business 


Centres be approved.

(ii)
That in respect of Starter for Ten – the development of 

the first floor of the former Bed Shed site - up to 


£100,000 subject to completion of a detailed survey be 

approved.  

(iii) That an Enterprise and Innovation Fund of £250,000 per 

annum over a three-year period for discretionary 


financial assistance to attract projects that support 


achievement of key priorities be approved.

(iv)
That the Group Director, Development and 





Enterprise, following consultation with the Cabinet 




Member for Economic Development, be authorised to 




approve applications for assistance through the 




scheme referred to at (iii) above.  

(v) 
That financial support for a local radio station by 


underwriting eligible project costs of up to the amount 


specified in the report from the Enterprise and 



Innovation Fund be approved (this decision supersedes 

the decision taken by Cabinet on 
19 May 2009 - Minute 

C15 refers).

(vi)
That a grant of the amount specified in the report be 


approved to cover the cost of works at property on Baltic 

Business Quarter.

(vii)
That the Council underwrite the amount specified in the 

report to support the delivery of Thinking Digital 


Gateshead 2010.

(viii)
That further reports be submitted to update Members on 

progress and to outline the detail of further proposed 


projects.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

To enable successful implementation of the Ten Point Plan for Economic Resilience and to ensure that businesses and residents are supported to manage the impact of the economic downturn to achieve our longer-term priorities for a prosperous local economy.

C78
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to proposed new lettings and a lease renewal.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the following new lettings be approved on the terms 




and conditions detailed in the report:

· Community Building at Bill Quay Community Farm – Bill Quay Community Farm Management Committee

· First Floor Offices, Swinburne House – Tyneside Women’s Health




(ii)
That the renewal of the lease of Axwell View Playing 




Fields to Winlaton Vulcans Rugby Football Club be 




approved on the terms and conditions detailed in the 




report subject to the inclusion of appropriate rent review 



periods.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To manage resources.




(B)
To rationalise the Council’s landholdings.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 16 July 2009 




Chair…………………..
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