1
LETTERS OF APPRECIATION


In the quarter ended 30 September 2002, 309 letters were received expressing appreciation for assistance given by members of the force, compared to 397 in the same period of the previous year.









01.07.02
01.07.01



     to
     to


Category
30.09.02
30.09.01



From relatives for assistance following



a bereavement
25
17



From motorists
14
20


From persons injured in criminal activities
  9
16



For assistance concerning juveniles
14
27



For assistance in the organisation of



public events
25
44



For assistance involving security
7
7



In connection with missing persons
4
10



In connection with the handling of offenders
14
19



For public lectures and demonstrations
  9
25



In connection with the rescue of persons
3
7


Assistance to other official departments
56
48



For charitable donations
17
21



Miscellaneous
112
136


Total:
309
397

2
RECRUITMENT AND LEAVERS - REGULAR FORCE 1 JULY TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2002

Recruitments


Recruits
78  (52 M/Con, 26 F/Con)


Transfers
  7  (6 M/Con, 1 F/Con)


Rejoins
  0


Total
85

Leavers


Resignations
12  (1 F/Insp, 1 M/Sgt, 5 M/Con, 5 F/Con)


Required to resign
  1  (1 M/Con)


Retired - Age
  4  (1 M/Sgt, 3 M/Con)

 Medical Pension
  9  (1 M/Insp, 2 M/Sgt, 5 M/Con, 1 F/Con)

 Injury Pension
  3  (1 M/Insp, 2 M/Con)

 Voluntary
  0 


Career Break
  7  (4 M/Con, 3 F/Con)


Transferred
 
 5  (3 M/Con, 2 F/Con)


Died
  1  (1 M/Con)


Dismissed
  0


Total 

42

Establishment, Strength and Vacancies at 30 September 2002
(i)

Authorised Establishment (excluding columns (ii) and (iii))
(ii)

Supernumerary Authorised by Home Office
(iii)

Recruitable Secondments
(iv)

Authorised

Establishment (including columns (ii) and (iii))
(v)

Actual Strength (including columns (ii) and (iii))


(vi)

Number above

authorised establishment

3791
-
80
3871
4048
177




In addition appointments have been offered to 78 people.

3
SUPPORT STAFF ESTABLISHMENT AS AT 30 SEPTEMBER 2002
CATEGORY
AUTHORISED ESTABLISHMENT
ACTUAL 

STRENGTH
VACANCIES


FULL TIME
PART TIME
TOTAL
FULL TIME
PART TIME
TOTAL
FULL TIME
PART TIME
TOTAL

SUPPORT STAFF
1454.95
53
1507.95
1354.61
48.7
1403.31
100.34
4.3
104.64

TRAFFIC WARDENS
72
0
72
66
0
66
6
0
6

TOTALS
1526.95
53
1579.95
1420.61
48.7
1469.31
106.34
4.3
110.64

SECONDMENTS

0
0
0
0
0
0

TOTALS



1420.61
48.7
1469.31
106.34
4.3
110.64

4
PROMOTIONS - 1 SEPTEMBER TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2002

The following promotions have taken place during the period 1 September to 30 September 2002:



Male

Female


To Sergeant
7

3









To Inspector
3

1


Sergeant 8053 K E Winn


Sergeant 502 N Grey


Sergeant 3826 K Middleton

Sergeant 3899 J Hetherington

To Chief Inspector






Nil

To Superintendent
1


Chief Inspector 7721 D Borrie


To Chief Superintendent

Nil

5
NORTH EAST AIR SUPPORT UNIT

PROGRESS REPORT - JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2002

During the period July to September 2002, the North East Air Support Unit responded to 1533 incidents from which there were 216 arrests.


There were 40 occasions when air support was denied.


A  selection of noteworthy incidents is attached at Appendix ‘A’.

6       SECONDMENTS

Approval is sought for the following Home Office funded secondments which are subject to the provisions of the Police Act 1996, Section 97, part 3, paragraphs A and B.


Centrex


i)
Sergeant 1297 M A Campbell - 6 month secondment commencing 30 September 2002.


ii)
Chief Inspector 7673 G Shaw - extension until 17 January 2006, of an existing secondment which began on 17 January 2000 and was due to end on 17 January 2003.              




RECOMMENDATION


That the secondments detailed above be approved.

7
MEDICAL RE-EXAMINATIONS

The following officers retired from the Force on an injury/ill-health pension.


The officers have been re-examined by the Force Medical Officer who has certified they are not fit to rejoin the Force as  regular police officers.  He recommends the officers be further re-examined as indicated.

Medical 

Re-examination
Date of Retirement
Degree of

Disability

Following

Examination


Next 

Re-examination

55/02

1) Cervical degeneration

2) Vertebro - Basilar 

     Insufficiency (lack of 

     blood to the hind part 

     of brain)

(Injury on duty May 1989)


07.08.96
76% to 100%

(unchanged)
3 years

56/02

Degeneration of left knee

(Injury on duty September 1983)


17.09.97
26% to 50%

(unchanged)
No further review

57/02

Ankylosing Spondylosis (stiffness to the spine/joints - allied to arthritis)

(Injury on duty August 1985)


15.07.94
51% to 75%

(unchanged)
No further review

58/02

Fibromyalgia 

(rheumatological condition causing pain and weakness)

(Injury on duty June and October 1995)


28.06.96
51% to 75%

(unchanged)
No further review

59/02

1) Degeneration of right knee

2) Lumbar disc degeneration

(Injury on duty March 1994 

and June 1995)


20.05.96
76% to 100%

(unchanged)
3 years

60/02

Degenerative change in 

lumbar spine

(Injury on duty January 1987)


31.01.91
76% to 100%

(unchanged)
No further review

Medical

Re-examination

61/02

Lumbar disc degeneration

(Injury on duty July 1996)


Date of

Retirement

31.07.97
Degree of

disability

Following

re-examination
76% to 100%

(unchanged)
Next

Re-examiantion
3 years

62/02

1) Cervical & Lumbar 

    degeneration

2) Reactive depression

(Injury on duty May 1992)


05.02.96
51% to 75%

(unchanged)
3 years

63/02

Traumatic arthritis

(Injury on duty July 1997)


09.10.90
Less than 25%

(decreased from 26% to 50%)


3 years

64/02

Lumbar disc degeneration

(Injury on duty September 1999)


23.03.01
51% to 75%

(unchanged)
3 years

65/02

Injury to cervical spine

(Injury on duty February 1980)


14.10.87
26% to 50%

(unchanged)
5 years

66/02

Whiplash

(Injury on duty June 1987)


23.06.88
26% to 50%

(unchanged)
5 years

RECOMMENDATION

That members agree the disability assessments and re-examination of the officers after the periods indicated.

8
MEDICAL RETIREMENTS

The Force Medical Officer has medically examined the undermentioned officers and reviewed their medical records.  He considered they were no longer fit to carry out the full duties of a police officer.  In accordance with the delegated authority granted (Minute No 248 - March 1991) they have been retired on an injury/ill-health pension as indicated, with effect from the dates shown.


Injury pensions are subject to reduction by three quarters of the ill-health pension received, and any benefits from the DSS.


Medical Retirement
Details

Pension Entitlement



No 23/02

Constable

44 years of age

24 years pensionable service


1) Chronic Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

2) Moderate Depression

3) Chronic Mechanical 

     back pain

Whilst on duty on 29December 2001 the officer was attacked 

by a detainee and was stabbed 

in the neck



Injury entitlement of 85% average pensionable pay, plus 

an injury gratuity of 75%, average pensionable pay, plus 

an ill health pension of 36/60ths average pensionable pay.

Review in 1 year

Effective date: 

22.09.02



No 24/02

Sergeant

47 years of age

27 years pensionable service


1) Chronic low back pain

2) Degenerate Disc Prolapse



Ill health pension of 40/60ths average pensionable pay.

Effective date: 

01.10.02

No 25/02

Constable

44 years of age

26 years pensionable service


1) Type 1 Diabetes Mellitus

2) Chronic Tendonitis right

     wrist

Ill health pension of 38/60ths average pensionable pay.

Effective date: 

02.10.02


RECOMMENDATION

That the Police Authority note the actions of the Chief Constable.


                                                                                                                                                                                                                     APPENDIX ‘A’                                                

North East Air Support Unit
Summary of Noteworthy Incidents

Total Flying Hours


Helicopter Flying Hours April to September 2002 - Total Flying Hours   
660



Budget                                                                                                         
644


                        


Fixed Wing Flying Hours April to September 2002 - Total Flying Hours
502      



Budget
506

Date
Hours
Incident
Time of Task
Result



14/07/02
19:45
The helicopter was requested to assist with the transport of a man with a broken ankle, from an inaccessible location.
15 minutes
The casualty was found on the Pennine Way. The crew landed and gave first aid to the man who was then airlifted to a road ambulance.









19/07/02
06:40
The helicopter attended the Sunderland area to assist in the search for two children aged 

9 and 10 years  who had been missing from home for several hours.
30 minutes
A search of the area was carried out and the children were identified by the crew. Officers were directed and the children returned home safe and well.









20/07/02
02:30
The aeroplane was engaged in the search for suspects responsible for theft, who had abandoned a vehicle in Peterlee.
 55 minutes
A thermal image search located a suspect near the abandoned vehicle. He was  arrested for theft.









20/07/02
20.35
The aeroplane crew attended the scene of a major chemical spillage on a number of main roads in Billingham. 
30 minutes
Video downlink was provided for the communications centre to assist with the deployment of resources and co-ordination of emergency services. The crew assisted in identifying a number of areas of spillage.

 







22/07/02


08:50
The helicopter crew assisted with the search of a remote area of Gateshead West after concern for a  missing person believed to be camping in the area.
15 minutes
The crew located two tents in a remote area and landed nearby. The missing person was located safe and well.







    23/07/02
       22:30
The helicopter crew attended the scene of an injured man who had fallen down cliffs in South Shields and was seriously injured.
 1 hour

 15 minutes
The injured man was located and the crew remained on the scene providing illumination and communications  between the Coast Guard and other emergency services. In a joint operation the man was rescued and taken to hospital.

Date
Hours


Incident
Time of Task
Result

06/08/02
23:35
The helicopter crew attended Chester Le Street to search for a vulnerable missing person suspected to have taken a quantity of tablets.


20 minutes
The crew, using the thermal image equipment, located the man hidden in some bushes. Ground units were directed to him and he was taken to hospital.







27/08/02
02:05
The aeroplane crew assisted with search of the area for suspects who had made off following an assault on a paramedic in Stockton.
35 minutes
A heat source was located using the thermal image equipment. A dog handler and officers were directed to the scene where two youths were found and arrested for the assault.







27/08/02
09:25
The helicopter stolen vehicle tracker system was used to search for stolen plant equipment in Houghton Le Spring.
45 minutes
The vehicle and other plant equipment, valued at £10,000, were located. Ground units were directed and the equipment was recovered. 







27/08/02
14:35
The helicopter was requested to assist with a search for a man who had threatened a woman with a knife  in Washington.
20 minutes
The crew sighted the suspect and directed ground units to the scene. When approached, the suspect threatened the officer with a knife. The aircraft crew co-ordinated resources and the suspect was arrested.







05/09/02
19:10
The helicopter crew deployed to a vehicle pursuit on the A1 in Gateshead.
30 minutes
The crew provided commentary and video downlink until the vehicle stopped. One suspect was arrested in the vehicle whilst another suspect escaped across fields and was subsequently arrested.







6/09/02


22:40
The aeroplane was tasked to a vehicle pursuit in Darlington.
20 minutes
Resources in Cleveland and Durham were co-ordinated. The pursuit ended safely by using the ‘stinger’ tyre deflator. Two suspects were arrested.







Date


Hours
Incident


Time of task
Result

   13/09/02
      00:25
The aeroplane was tasked to a report of intruders at a shop in Thornaby
    30 minutes    
A search of the area using thermal image equipment detected a heat source on the roof of a shop. Officers were directed to the heat source where a man was found and arrested for burglary.







20/09/02
14:35
The aeroplane attended the North Ormesby area to search for a person responsible for theft.
40 minutes
The crew sighted the suspect running through gardens. He was observed going into a nearby house through  an open window. Ground units were directed and the suspect, unknown to the occupants,  was arrested inside the house.  







     24/09/02
      14:55
Whilst returning from a task the helicopter crew saw two vehicles on waste land in Gateshead and three men acting suspiciously pushing one of the cars then driving off in it.
     30 minutes
The vehicle was tracked by the aircraft crew whilst checks were carried out on the two vehicles. The vehicle left at the scene had been stolen that morning. The moving vehicle was followed until ground units were co-ordinated and the three suspects were arrested.

