
NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY 

23 OCTOBER 2002

SUBJECT:
MEMBERS' ALLOWANCE SCHEME

JOINT REPORT OF THE CLERK AND TREASURER

1. 
Purpose of Report 


To advise members of the receipt of the second report of the Independent 
Panel which reviewed Police Authorities’ Local Allowances Schemes. 
2.
Background
 

The Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 recognised that Police Authorities 
should have autonomy to manage their own business and that central 
prescription of Police Authority members' remuneration was inappropriate.

The changes in legislation took effect from 1 December 2001.
The Association of Police Authorities (APA) set up an Independent Panel to establish guidance, which would help Authorities, develop their own local schemes, to give objective and independent advice.
On 13 March 2002 the Authority approved the introduction of a new members’ allowances scheme with effect from 1 April 2002. The scheme was based on the recommendations set out in the first report of the Independent Panel and was subject to consultation with members of the Authority. 

The second report of the Independent Panel has now been received. A copy of the report has been circulated to all members of the Authority.

3.
Recommendations of the Independent Panel

Bearing in mind that a number of Police Authorities did not introduce their new schemes until 1 April 2002, the Independent Panel acknowledged that their review may have come a little early. However, the Panel has made a number of recommendations to Police Authorities.

The recommendations relate to the following:

· Local schemes should be reviewed by authorities after 12 months.

· The introduction of policies relating to:- 

· long-term sickness of members; 

· circumstances where a member is temporarily unable to fully carry out their duties due to the arrival of a child; and 

· the suspension of members.

· The adoption of a new travel and subsistence regime.

· The development by the APA with authorities of appropriate member arrangements relating to performance management.

· A full review of local schemes be carried out between June and September 2004 by an Independent Panel.

This Authority has already agreed to review its scheme after 12 months. It is proposed that the issues referred to above be considered as part of that review. However, the issue of  travel and subsistence must be addressed now and this is covered in the next section of this report. 

4. 
Travel and Subsistence

The Home Secretary has previously set the level of travel and subsistence expenses for police authority members. However, the Police Reform Act 2002 provides for police authorities to determine their own travel and subsistence rates as from the 1 October 2002.

The Independent Panel proposes a national framework similar to the one that it developed for allowances, which police authorities could tailor to local needs.

The Panel felt that it would be appropriate for:

· mileage to be payable at the rates agreed annually by the Inland Revenue;

· for actual hotel costs on bookings by the Authority either to be reimbursed on the presentation of invoices or to be paid directly by the Authority; and

· other accommodation and subsistence allowances be based on the scheme used by central government.

It is considered appropriate for the Authority to defer consideration of the introduction of new travel and subsistence levels. They would then be reviewed separately but at the same time as the 12 month review of members’ allowances. In the meantime, the Authority will need to agree to adopt its existing travel and subsistence levels and to publish details of the levels adopted.

5. 
Financial Implications


There are no immediate financial implications arising from this report. The 
payments made under the Members' Allowances Scheme will continue to be 
met from within the current revenue budget.
6. 
Equal Opportunities Implications


Nil.
7. 
Human Rights Implications


Nil
8.
Recommendations


The Authority is asked to: 

(i) agree that the recommendations of the Independent Panel be considered as part of the 12 month review of members’ allowances previously agreed by the Authority; 

(ii) adopt its existing travel and subsistence levels as the Authority’s local scheme and review them separately but at the same time as the 12 month review of members’ allowances; and

(iii) agree that the existing travel and subsistence levels be published as the Authority’s local scheme.
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