NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

14 OCTOBER 2002

PRESENT:
Mrs M E MacArdle (Chair)



Councillors: Foster, Napier, Packham and Thompson



Mr Brown, Mrs Pearson and Dr Snape

7. Minutes

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 




29 May 2002 be confirmed as a correct record and




signed by the Chair.

8. Update from Standards Board: dealing with alleged breaches of 

the Code of Conduct

The Standards Board for England has written to all Police Authorities to update them on the ways they propose to deal with allegations of breaches of the code of conduct.

Many of the points identified in the Authority’s response to the local investigation and determination of misconduct allegations consultation paper have been accepted.

The Standards Board has had to set and apply “minimum criteria for eligibility”. It is faced with over 1,000 allegations that it needs to address by an appropriate level of investigation and subject to rights of appeal for those who do not feel that their allegations have been given sufficient weight. 

There can be no settled system regarded as acceptable by users until the Government’s Section 66 Regulations have been introduced and become understood. The Standards Board will be issuing guidance to assist Standards Committees in their role with regard to the regulations.

The regulations will also enable appropriate cases to be dealt with at local level.

RESOLVED – (i)
 That the information be noted.

(ii) That a further report be submitted following the 

introduction of the Government’s Section 66 Regulations and the Standards Board’s issuing of guidance.

(iii) That a Members’ training seminar on the implications of the Government’s Section 66 Regulations and the Standards Board’s guidance be held after the Finance Committee meeting on Wednesday, 11 December 2002.

9. Requirements of the Authority’s Code of Conduct: update

The Authority’s new code of conduct came into force on 1 May 2002 and placed a number of significant new requirements on Members.

All Members of the Authority signed a written undertaking to observe the new code of conduct by 30 June 2002. Any Member who failed to do so would have ceased to be a Member of the Authority.

All Members of the Authority also notified the Monitoring Officer of their financial and other interests by 29 May 2002. Members would have been in breach of the code of conduct and could have been the subject of an allegation to the Standards Board for England, if they had not done so.

Members must now notify changes to their registered interests within 28 days.

In completing the necessary forms, a number of points of clarification were sought by Members. The wording of the declaration of financial and other interests form, which was taken directly from the code of conduct, was not sufficiently clear to be a helpful guide as to what needed to be registered by Members.

Also, the scope of the register was much wider than was originally apparent and the wording of the code of conduct was difficult to interpret. In particular, a number of complex issues have arisen regarding which bodies need to be registered. 

A draft new form, designed to provide a clearer framework to guide Members in registering their interests, was submitted.

Particular points arose in connection with the guidance given.

- Box 5, an issue for clarification was raised as to whether Directors   

  paid an allowance in connection with duties discharged are to be 

  regarded as paid Directors.

- Box 6, it was suggested that examples such as trade union or 

  company sponsorship be highlighted.

- Box 10, Members requested further guidance in relation to whether 

  a member of a management committee which did not have any 

  legal ownership of land should be included.

RESOLVED – (i)
That the revised register of financial and other 




interests form, included in the appendices to the




minutes, together with the Committee’s comments




above, be referred to the Authority.

(ii) That Members of the Authority be reminded that  

changes to their registered interests must be notified to the Monitoring Officer within 28 days.





(iii)
That the Authority be recommended to include an 



item on every Finance Committee agenda 



regarding changes to the register of financial and 


other interests.

