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COUNCIL MEETING

16 July 2009

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 11 JUNE 2009

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR J EAGLE) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, A Armstrong, CA Bradley, MA Brain, L Caffrey, N Callender, B Coates, PT Craig, S Craig, 
SE Danys, W Dick, P Dillon, KM Dodds, FJ Donovan, E Earl, K Ferdinand, MK Foy, P Foy, M Gannon, 
B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, A Graham, MW Graham, 
T Graham, JS Green, L Green, J Hamilton, MF Henry, F Hindle, M Hood, SK King, J Lee, PJ Maughan, J McClurey, J McElroy, CM McHatton, JI Mearns, J Mitchinson, PJ Mole, RD Napier, B Oliphant, M Ord, B Osborne, I Patterson, B Richmond, I Rippeth, NG Rippeth, S Ronchetti, RG Stanaway, J Turnbull, JC Wallace and N Weatherley
APOLOGIES 
COUNCILLORS:
RWAL Beadle, D Bollands, D Boyes, AEI Chatto, C Donovan, G Haley, PA McNally, M McNestry, YM McNicol, CJ Ord, P Ronan, M Wallace and K Wood
Father Adrian Dixon, St Joseph’s Church gave the opening address.

CL/8

MINUTES
RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 23 April 2009 and the Annual Council meeting held on 1 May 2009 be approved.

CL/9

BY-ELECTION – CHOPWELL AND ROWLANDS GILL WARD
It was noted that at a by-election held on 14 May 2009, Lynne Caffrey was elected as councillor to represent the Chopwell and Rowlands Gill Ward.  
CL/10

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS
The Mayor congratulated Gateshead Football Club on their promotion to the Blue Square Premier League, Gateshead Schools Under 13s team on winning the English Schools Football Inter-Association Trophy and Gateshead Thunder Rugby Club on reaching the last eight of the Challenge Cup.  
CL/11

GATESHEAD HERITAGE @ ST MARY’S VISITOR CENTRE
It was noted that the Council has received an award from the Association of Building Engineers for the restoration of the former St Mary’s Church to form the new Gateshead Heritage @ St Mary’s visitor centre.
CL/12

EUROPA NOSTRA
It was reported that the restoration of the Grade I listed High Level Bridge has received a conservation award from Europa Nostra. 

CL/13

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL AND 

OTHER BODIES EXERCISING NON EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONS

A number of changes were made to appointments to Committees of the Council.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That Councillor Caffrey be appointed to:





Planning and Development Committee,

Regulatory Committee, Licensing Committee, 
Appeals Committee, Children and Young People OSC and Sustainable Communities People OSC
(ii)
That Councillor B Goldsworthy replace Councillor J 





Eagle on the Licensing Committee

(iii)
That Councillor Earl replace Councillor Callender on Sustainable Communities Place OSC

(iv)
That Councillor Callender replace Councillor Earl on the Healthier Communities OSC

CL/14

PRESENTATIONS

The Council received a presentation from Mongrel UK and the Chief Constable, Mr Mike Craik.
CL/15

PETITIONS
Petitions were received as follows:

Councillor K Dodds 
– 
Petition in relation to the reinstatement of a bus 



service
Councillor K Dodds     -
Petition requesting that the Council look towards the
(on behalf of )                  demolition and clearance of the derelict buildings 
(Councillor C Donovan)
and land between King Street and Kyle Road
RESOLVED - 
That the petitions be received and dealt with according to Council procedure.

CL/16

LOCAL LAND CHARGES
Council considered a report which detailed amendments to the fees and charges for 2009/10.
RESOLVED -
That the amendment to fees and charges for 2009/10 as set out in the schedule be approved
CL/17

SPEAKING AT PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Following a recommendation from the Planning and Development Committee, Council considered a revised procedure for speaking at the Planning and Development Committee.
RESOLVED -
That the amended procedure for speaking at the Planning and Development Committee be approved
CL/18
INTRODUCTION OF NEW DISCIPLINE AND GRIEVANCE POLICIES

Consideration was given to the introduction of new discipline and grievance policies for the Council.
RESOLVED -
That the new discipline and grievance policies be approved
CL/19

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED -
That the report be noted

CL/20

NOTICES OF MOTION

Councillor J McElroy moved the following notice of motion

‘This Council notes with concern the decision by National Express East Coast to introduce a charge of £2.50 per journey, to reserve a seat, on their rail services on the East Coast line between London, the North East and Scotland.

This Council also recognises that other rail operators who provide services within and through, the North East region, may also be tempted to instigate similar charges, in this regard, if they have not already done so.

This Council believes that these charges are an unnecessary additional financial burden to the travelling public, designed mainly to raise revenue rather than to address the problem of customers not using seats they have booked; and further believes that these charges could lead to increased use of less environmentally friendly modes of transport.

This Council therefore requests the Chief Executive to write to National Express East Coast to urge the Company to revoke this charging policy.  We also ask the Chief Executive to write to the Association of North East Councils to make them aware of our concerns.’

On the motion being put, it was declared to be carried.
(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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