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COUNCIL MEETING
16 July 2009
Amendment to the Constitution/Recruitment of Independent Members to the Standards Committee

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive

Mike Barker, Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This report asks Council to approve an amendment to the constitution to allow the further appointment of an additional independent member to the Standards Committee.

2. Council is also asked to approve the appointment of two Independent Members to the Standards Committee who have been identified as being suitable for the position.

BACKGROUND
3. At the Council meeting held on 12 June 2008, it was agreed that the Terms of Reference and membership of the Standards Committee would be reviewed to accord with the provisions of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, and to take account of the Guidance issued by the Standards Board for England.

4. As part of the original review, the Council agreed to amend its Constitution to provide for the appointment of an additional independent member to the committee, in addition to the five Gateshead Councillors and one Parish Councillor from Lamesley Parish Council.  
5. The guidance issued by the Standards Board provides for the flexibility to increase the composition of the committee as deemed appropriate.  The Chair of the Committee has recommended that the committee be increased to provide for four independent members, an increase of one, to allow the flexibility for attendance at assessment and review sub-committee meetings and hearings as necessary.  Guidance also recommends that there are two Parish Council representatives on the committee, an increase of one.
6. Recruitment for the additional Independent Member, and to replace the vacant Independent Member position, took place on 9 June 2009.  Following the recruitment process Mrs Judith Common and Mr David Milburn were identified as being suitable for the position.

RECOMMENDATIONS

7. Council is recommended to approve:
(i) That the constitution be amended to reflect the increase in membership of one additional Independent Member
(ii) That Mrs Judith Common and Mr David Milburn be appointed as Independent Members to the Standards Committee.
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