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COUNCIL MEETING
16 July 2009
Selective Licensing of Private Landlords
	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive

Mike Barker, Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This report asks the Council to approve the endorsement of the proposed submission to Communities and Local Government (CLG) and Government Office North East (GONE), for the introduction of Selective Licensing in the Chopwell area.
2. As part of the regeneration framework for Chopwell, it has been acknowledged that there is a need for Licensing.  Consultation has now confirmed this approach.
3. Although Gateshead has proactively worked towards improving the Private Rented Sector it is still apparent that problems persist despite the use of existing legislation and specific initiatives.  The opportunity to introduce Selective Licensing in the River Streets area of Chopwell further strengthens our commitment towards improving local neighbourhoods and communities.  

4. The Cabinet will fully consider all the facts and issues arising from the report including alternative options. The Cabinet will take all the relevant advice before formulating their recommendations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

5. The report recommends, subject to Cabinet approval at the meeting on 14 July 2009, that Council approve the designation of the Chopwell area of Gateshead for selective licensing, subject to approval from CLG and GONE.  
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