
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

30 June 2009

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: C Donovan, M Foy, M Graham, J McElroy, M McNestry, and P Mole 
Apologies for absence: Councillor A Armstrong, L Green and I Mearns
C40
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 16 June 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C41
A695 BLAYDON VIADUCT: WESTBOUND DECK RE-WATERPROOFING 

Consideration has been given to a proposal to add the bridge maintenance scheme A695 Blaydon Viaduct: Westbound Deck Re-waterproofing to the capital programme for 2009/10. The estimated scheme outturn cost is £400,000 which will require re-prioritising other schemes in the bridge maintenance capital programme.

The alternative option to that being recommended, but which has been discounted, included the strategy of reactive maintenance of surfacing patch repairs.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the bridge maintenance scheme A695 Blaydon 




Viaduct be approved as an addition to the capital 




programme of highway maintenance schemes in 




2009/10.




(ii)
That the Head of Transport and Highways be authorised 



to award the relevant works to the Head of Construction 



Operations (Local Environmental Services) under the 




terms of the Highways, Drainage and Street Lighting 




Maintenance Contract.



(iii)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate 




Services be authorised to advertise and make any 




temporary traffic regulation orders as may be necessary 



during the works.

The above decision has been made to maintain the structure in a safe and 
serviceable condition.

C42
VISION 2030, GATESHEAD AGREEMENT AND CORPORATE PLAN – 

DELIVERY AND PERFORMANCE 2008/09

Consideration has been given to the content of Vision 2030, Gateshead Agreement and Corporate Plan – Delivery and Performance 2008/09.

RESOLVED -
That the content of Vision 2030, Gateshead Agreement and 



Corporate Plan – Delivery and Performance 2008/09 




including updated targets be approved and referred to the 



Council for approval.


The above decision has been made to ensure performance supports the delivery 
and achievement of the Council’s vision.

C43
REVIEW OF ADAPTING TO CLIMATE CHANGE


Consideration has been given to the findings and analysis of evidence presented to 
the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee in relation to 
the review of adapting to climate change.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the findings and analysis of evidence outlined in 





Appendix 2 to the report be noted.

(ii) That the recommendations from the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee as specified in Appendix 2 to the report be endorsed. 

(iii) That the recommendations be referred to the Safer Stronger Communities and Culture Partnership for consideration.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:




(A)
To facilitate an update of the current infrastructure in 




Gateshead and its ability to meet the needs of local 




people both now and in the future.




(B)
To inform a review of the current plans and proposals for 



tackling emergency situations and their potential impact 



in Gateshead. 




(C)
To allow the Council to focus its own actions, and also 



work with partners,
to enable individuals and 





communities to protect themselves from severe weather 



and a changing climate and to prepare for dealing with 



severe weather episodes when they happen.  

C44
GRANTS AND AWARDS

Consideration has been given to the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on whether or not to approve applications for grant support in 2009/10. 

RESOLVED - 
That the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on 


the applications for grant support in 2009/10 as set out in 



appendix 2 to the report, be endorsed.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the grants and awards 
programme is used to maximise benefits to local communities and is managed 
effectively.

C45
RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION – PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE LOCAL AUTHORITY BUILDING CONTROL CHARGING SCHEME 

Consideration has been given to the proposed response to the Department for Communities and Local Government’s proposed changes to the Local Authority Building Control Charging Scheme.
RESOLVED -
That the response to the consultation be endorsed.

 


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute a response 
to the consultation.
C46
PROPOSALS FOR SCHOOL TERM DATES 2010/11


Consideration has been given to options for the school term dates for 2010/11.


The alternative options to that being recommended, but which have been discounted, included one based on the nearest match to the Local Government Association’s version and one based on fixing the Spring Bank Holiday.


RESOLVED -
That the School term dates for 2010/11 as set out 





in appendix 3 to the report be approved. 


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To allow future planning to take place.





(B)
To make effective and efficient use of local authority 





resources.

C47
TYNE UNITED ROWING CLUB – GET BUILDING APPLICATION
Consideration has been given to the submission of a Get Building application by Tyne United Rowing Club to support the building of a new clubhouse.
RESOLVED -
That the provision of financial support of £50,000 to the Tyne 


United Rowing Club in the current financial year be approved.


The above decision has been made to secure significant external investment in a 
rowing facility within the Borough in line with Council priorities.

C48
FUTURE JOBS FUND


Consideration has been given to the Economic Development Service developing a 
Council led partnership bid to the Future Jobs Fund with public, private and third 
sector partners and organisations.


The alternative options to that being recommended, but which have been discounted, included the Council not leading a partnership bid and submitting a partnership bid directly, rather than as part of the Tyne and Wear City Region Employment and Skills Board application.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the development of a Council led application 





incorporating third sector and social enterprise partners 




be approved.




(ii)
That the Council take the role of Financial Manager for 



the application and take on this role for the lifetime of the 



Future Jobs Fund programme, on behalf of partners




(iii)
That the Council led partnership bid be submitted as part 



of a wider Tyne and Wear City Region Employment and 



Skills Board application 


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
The funding will provide a range of additional jobs for 
disadvantaged individuals to allow them to make the 
transition from benefits into paid employment. This will 
also assist the growth of social enterprises and third 
sector organisations. 




(B)
This approach supports the development of Economic 



Development activity across the Borough, particularly in 



rural locations, where it has been traditionally difficult to 



engage with local unemployed residents and assist them 



to move into local employment.




(C)
This application will support the aims of the Council’s 10-



point plan.




(D)
Including the Gateshead bid with that of the wider Tyne 



and Wear City Region Employment and Skills Board 




submission will increase the likelihood of a successful 



application and facilitate a co-ordinated approach to 




include private and third sector organisations who work 



across local authority boundaries.

C49
APPOINTMENT TO GATESHEAD HOUSING COMPANY 


Consideration has been given to a proposed change to the Council’s representation 
on Gateshead Housing Company.

RESOLVED - 
That Councillor Pauline Dillon replace Councillor Angela 


Armstrong as one of the Council’s representatives on 



Gateshead Housing Company.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council is fully represented on Gateshead Housing Company.

C50
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 2 July 2009

Chair…………………..
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