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REPORT TO CABINET


14 July 2009

TITLE OF REPORT:
 Youth Capital Fund Plus, Community Centre Improvements

  REPORT OF:

 Derek Quinn, Group Director, Development and Enterprise  

Purpose of the Report 

1. This report seeks the Cabinet’s approval to negotiate and place three separate orders with Local Environmental Services to undertake improvements to Pelaw Youth Centre, Deckham Community Centre and Dunston Drop in Centre.  



Background 

2. Funding for the work has come from the Government's Youth Capital Plus funding arrangements and links with other funding e.g. My Place and Youth Opportunity Funds all aimed at improving the quality and quantity of places for young people to go.


Proposal

3. The refurbishment of the three centres includes redecoration and new flooring to all public areas, and installation of a new kitchen to each centre. 

 In addition at:

· Pelaw Youth Centre the stage area is to be removed to create a much larger general purpose hall area.

· Deckham Community Centre the computer room is to be enlarged. 
· Dunston Drop in Centre all the external windows and doors are to be replaced with UPVC.

Recommendations

4. It is recommended that the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to:

(i) negotiate tenders with Local Environmental Services (LES) and 

(ii) place orders with LES to undertake these improvement works 

For the following reasons

(i) To deliver the Capital Programme and

(ii) Ensure the effective use of resources

_______________________________________________________________________

CONTACT:   Arthur Bowen extension 2909 
PLAN REF:  3375


APPENDIX 1 


Policy Context 

1. The proposed improvements are consistent with the overall vision for Gateshead as set out in Vision 2030 and the Corporate Plan.  


Background

2. Funding for the work has come from the Government's Youth Capital Plus funding arrangements and links with other funding e.g. My Place and Youth Opportunity Funds all aimed at improving the quality and quantity of places for young people to go.


Consultation

3. In preparing this report, comprehensive consultation has taken place with the Centre Management Committees as well as young people linked to the four projects - Pelaw Youth Centre, Deckham C.C., Dunston Drop-In and young people in the West in connection with the Youth Mobile facility. Young people have been involved at all stages from shaping the bids to offering suggestions as to the designs. There has also been a large scale consultation event linked to the ongoing development of the Mobile Youth facility on 27 May 2009 at Rowlands Gill Country Park. 

4.
Cabinet Members for Corporate Vitality, Children and Young People, Sustainable 
Communities – East, Central, Inner West and Ward Councillors have been consulted. 
      

Implications of Recommended Option 

5. Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance & ICT confirms that funding will be met from the Government’s Youth Capital Plus funding arrangements. 
6. Risk Management Implication – Nil
7. Human Resources Implications   - Nil
8. Equality and Diversity Implications - Nil 
9. Crime and Disorder Implications – Nil
10. Health implications – These Centres play an important role within local communities as they are the focus of various leisure, educational and social activities, as well as promoting social inclusion which impact directly on the Council's aspirations for an Active & Healthy Gateshead.
11. Sustainability Implications –Nil
12. Human Rights Implications - Nil
13. Area and Ward Implications – Pelaw & Heworth, Deckham, Dunston & Teams in the Central, East and Inner West areas.
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