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REPORT TO CABINET


 14 July 2009

TITLE OF REPORT:
Proposed Site Clearance and Demolition Works – Freight  Depot, St James
  
REPORT OF:

 Derek Quinn, Group Director, Development and Enterprise  

Purpose of the Report 

1. This report seeks approval to the scheme and estimate of works to clear the vegetation and debris and to the demolition of a vacant warehouse on the former Freight Depot site in readiness for redevelopment and to seek approval to the invitation of tenders for the works.  



Background 

2. The Council has pursued the acquisition of various land parcels at Freight Depot and now has total ownership of the site. It is identified for inclusion in the emerging Housing Market Renewal Joint Venture Company programme (first development phase). The site comprises of former rail sidings and parcel delivery depot. Over the years, most buildings have been demolished and the site has become overgrown. 

3.
Works are proposed to remove vegetation; break up concrete loading docks and stockpile on site; dismantle redundant gantries; regrade the site, and; demolish the only remaining building on the site.


Proposal 

4. It is proposed to proceed with the tendering of a programme of works including demolition, to make the site ready for future redevelopment. The estimated cost is £220,000 inclusive of technical costs.  

Recommendations

5. It is recommended that approval be given to the scheme and estimated cost of the proposed works and to authorise the Group Director, Development & Enterprise to invite tenders in accordance with contract procedure rules.


For the following reasons:

(i) to manage resources,

(ii) to de-risk the site, in readiness for redevelopment,

(iii) to remove a vacant building which will reduce management costs.

CONTACT:   Steve Hayles extension 3466 
PLAN REF:  2007











APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1.   The proposed works are consistent with the overall vision for Gateshead as set out in Vision 2030 and the Corporate Plan. In particular Corporate Priority 4: Improving Accessibility, Connectivity and Economic Prosperity, and Corporate Priority 6 : Ensuring a Sustainable Gateshead.


Background

2. The Council has pursued the acquisition of various land parcels at Freight Depot and now has total ownership of the site. It is identified for inclusion in the emerging Housing Market Renewal Joint Venture Vehicle programme (first development phase). The site comprises of former rail sidings and parcel delivery depot. Over the years, most buildings have been demolished and the site has become overgrown. 

3.
Works are proposed to; remove vegetation; break up concrete loading docks and stockpile on site; dismantle redundant gantries; regrade the site, and; demolish the only remaining building on the site. The estimated cost of the proposed works is £220,000 inclusive of technical costs.


Consultation

4.
In preparing this report, the Cabinet Members for Corporate Vitality and Sustainable Communities – Central have been consulted. Ward Councillors have also been consulted. 

   

Alternative Options

5.
The option of not undertaking the works has been rejected for the following reasons:

i)
the works are required to reduce the costs associated with future redevelopment and will be recovered in increased land value following transfer to the Joint Venture Vehicle,

ii)
demolition of the warehouse will negate ongoing management costs and reduce incidents of vandalism and anti-social behaviour.  

Implications of Recommended Option 

6.
Financial Implications -  the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that the costs of the proposed works will be met by Bridging NewcastleGateshead funding.
7.
Risk Management Implication -  Nil
8. Human Resources Implications   -  Nil
9. Equality and Diversity Implications -  Nil
10. Crime and Disorder Implications -  Demolition of the warehouse will reduce incidents of vandalism and anti-social behaviour.
11. Health Implications - Nil
12. Sustainability Implications -  the Contract will provide for the stockpiling of materials that will be re-used in the future development of the site.
13. Human Rights Implications -  Nil
14. Area and Ward Implications -  Bridges in the Central Neighbourhood Management area.
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