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CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING




23 APRIL 2009 

PRESENT:
T Scrivener, A Jones, M Walker, J Walker, R Kirkcaldy, M Hardy, 
L Miller, N Smith, Inspector Oates, Inspector Allen, B Wilson 
and D Lowery
APOLOGY:

J Saint
1.
MINUTES


The minutes of the last meeting held on 1 January 2009 were agreed.
2.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
(i) The training requirements for custody staff in the force terrorism plan were being reviewed. The Greater Manchester protocol for independent custody visits for persons detained under the Terrorism Act 2000 was to be considered. 
(ii)
When all the area command custody inspectors have moved to other posts, independent custody visitors should raise issues with the shift Inspector or Criminal Justice Chief Inspector at the station. The two new custody Inspectors for north and south are responsible for the force policies and procedures and they could also take any issues raised forward.
(iii)
The issue at North Shields about female sanitary hygiene would have been risk assessed by the custody officer. A response was to be given to the panel co-ordinator. 
(iv)
The small number of custody visitors not undertaking visits had been contacted. One has resigned and another who had not replied was to be contacted further.
(v)
The Authority has agreed long service award vouchers to independent custody visitors for over 20 years (£100), over 15 years (£50) and over 10 years (£25) subject to the legal and financial implications being checked. 
3.
ICVA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
An update on the ICVA Executive Committee meeting on 4 February 2009 had previously been circulated to the panel co-ordinators.

The Authority has paid the 2009/10 ICVA membership fee.
4.
ICVA NATIONAL CONFERENCE
The 2009 conference is to be held at the Ramada Hotel, Leicester on Saturday, 14 November 2009. Custody visitors were to be contacted regarding attending the conference.
5.
NORTHUMBRIA CUSTODY VISITOR TRAINING SEMINAR
Suggested topics for the above seminar include diversity, death in custody, dealing with offenders under the influence of drugs or alcohol and persons held under the Terrorism Act 2000. The seminar was to be held in September /October. 

6.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY
The custody visits summary for 1 December 2008 – 28 February 2009 was submitted.

7.
PANEL ROUND UP

(i) Interviews for new independent custody visitors were to be held in the near future. Gateshead needed three new visitors, Sunderland and South Tyneside two and Newcastle five.
(ii) The shortage of blankets raised during custody visits to Alnwick and North Shields was to be pursued.

(iii) The independent custody visitors should be reminded of the procedures for introducing themselves to detainees where necessary. 

(iv)
Advice was being sought on the best way to store medical swabs in custody suites. 
(v)
The storage of gas canisters in the medical room at Byker was being investigated.
(vi)
Smoking was not allowed in police premises. Cigarette ends found in the Millbank exercise yard were to be investigated. 
(vii)
Blyth, Byker and Whickham were being used as overspill custody suites during weekends and to cover building work.

(viii)
It takes about fifteen minutes for someone to recover form the effects of the CS spray. They should not rub or wash their faces.
7.
DATES OF NEXT MEETING


Thursday, 16 July 2009 at 5.30pm

Thursday, 15 October 2009 at 5.30pm
