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REPORT TO CABINET


 
30 June 2009

TITLE OF REPORT:
Review of Adapting to Climate Change  
REPORT OF:
Roger Kelly, Chief Executive 


Derek Quinn, Group Director, Development and Enterprise  


John Robinson, Group Director, Local Environmental Services
   

Purpose of the Report 

1. This report outlines the findings and analysis of evidence presented to the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee in relation to the review of adapting to climate change. Cabinet is asked to note these findings and endorse the Committee’s recommendations for improvement.  



Background 

2. Cabinet asked the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee to scrutinise the Council’s approach to adapting to climate change.  
3. The Review focused around the key points below:

· The potential and likely short, medium and long-term effects of climate change in Gateshead.

· The current infrastructure in Gateshead and its ability to meet the needs of local people both now and in the future

· The current plans and proposals for tackling emergency situations and their potential impact in Gateshead

· The opportunities that are available in the future and its role in securing a Sustainable Gateshead.

4. This report sets out the findings of this Committee, including a number of recommendations on how the Council can focus its own actions, and also work with partners, to enable individuals and communities to protect themselves from severe weather and a changing climate and to prepare for dealing with severe weather episodes when they happen.  

5. These recommendations have been developed from evidence provided by officers of the Council, Business in the Community, Environment Agency, Castle Morpeth Borough Council, Sheffield City Council, Gateshead and South Tyneside Health Authority, Northumberland Fire and Rescue Service, Northumbrian Water and Zurich Insurance Plc. Residents of Blackhall Mill also contributed to the report.


Proposal 

6. Cabinet is asked to endorse the recommendations from the OSC as outlined within Appendix 2.  

Recommendations

7. It is recommended that Cabinet:   
(i) Notes the findings and analysis of evidence outlined in Appendix 2.

(ii) Endorses the recommendations from the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee as specified in the report at Appendix 2. 

(iii) Refers the recommendations to the Safer Stronger Communities and Culture Partnership for consideration.


For the following reasons:

i) To facilitate an update of the current infrastructure in Gateshead and


its ability to meet the needs of local people both now and in the future.

ii) To inform a review of the current plans and proposals for tackling


emergency situations and their potential impact in Gateshead. 

iii) To allow the Council to focus its own actions, and also work with partners,


to enable individuals and communities to protect themselves from severe weather and a changing climate and to prepare for dealing with severe weather episodes when they happen.  

CONTACT:    Tim Deveaux  extension: 3512   
PLAN REF:  550











APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1.
Vision 2030, the Sustainable Community Strategy, sets out six Big Ideas to help us to achieve our vision for Gateshead.  One of these is ‘Sustainable Gateshead’ by improving and protecting out local environment so that Gateshead is the best place to live and work. The Corporate Plan sets out Gateshead’s role in delivering Vision 2030. The Plan includes a Corporate Priority for Ensuring a Sustainable Gateshead by emphasising environmental sustainability in all policies, services and new developments and by ensuring best use of recourses to deliver value for money services and long term financial sustainability.
2.

For this to happen the Council is working in partnership to deliver the Local Agenda  

 21 strategy which includes objectives:

· To limit the impact of adverse weather on local people, local property and local wildlife

· To consider future weather patterns in long term plans for Gateshead

· To raise awareness of the local threats of adverse weather and how to deal with them 

3.  
The Council is aware of its role in and the importance of the local contributions to tackle climate change.  The Gateshead Agreement confirms this commitment by including NI 188 ‘Adapting to Climate Change’ as one of the 35 targets. The target is to achieve Level 4 within 3 years. This means that the Council will be working in partnership to implement a comprehensive adaptation action plan across the local authority area, and ensure there is a robust process for regular and continual monitoring and review.  It is vital that Gateshead is able to adapt to the effects of climate change to ensure future sustainability of the borough.


Background

4. Cabinet asked the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee to scrutinise the Council’s approach to adapting to climate change.  
5. The Review focused around the key points below:

· The potential and likely short, medium and long-term effects of climate change in Gateshead.

· The current infrastructure in Gateshead and its ability to meet the needs of local people both now and in the future

· The current plans and proposals for tackling emergency situations and their potential impact in Gateshead

· The opportunities that are available in the future and its role in securing a Sustainable Gateshead.

6. This report sets out the findings of this Committee, including a number of recommendations on how the Council can focus its own actions, and also work with partners, to enable individuals and communities to protect themselves from severe weather and a changing climate and to prepare for dealing with severe weather episodes when they happen.  


Consultation

7. In carrying out this review the OSC gathered evidence from a range of organisations involved in adapting to climate change. These recommendations have been developed from evidence provided by officers of the Council, Business in the Community, Environment Agency, Castle Morpeth Borough Council, Sheffield City Council, Gateshead and South Tyneside Health Authority, Northumberland Fire and Rescue Service, Northumbrian Water and Zurich Insurance Plc. Residents of Blackhall Mill also contributed to the report.

Their views are reflected in the recommendations outlined in Appendix 2.    

Alternative Options

8. An alternative option would be for the recommendations not to be accepted, however the OSC believes that these recommendations present the best way forward for tackling adapting to climate change in Gateshead.  

Implications of Recommended Option 

9. Financial Implications - The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that the actions arising out of the implementation of these recommendations will need to be managed from within existing resources and that any proposals that have additional financial implications will be considered in future Cabinet reports.
10. Risk Management Implication -  If nothing is done then the effects of climate change will continue and likely to get worse and will place an increased strain on public service provision in the long term.
11. Human Resources Implications   -  There are no human resources implications arising directly from this report.
12. Equality and Diversity Implications - The recommendations includes proposals to develop understanding about the specific needs of vulnerable people to ensure that services are able to meet these needs.  
13. Crime and Disorder Implications -  Some weather events may provide opportunities for raised levels of  crime and disorder during and after an incident.
14. Sustainability Implications - The proposals aim to protect the health of vulnerable communities in the short medium and long term.  This will help to ensure the future sustainability of Gateshead.
15. Human Rights Implications -  There are no human rights implications
16. Area and Ward Implications - The proposals potentially affect communities in all wards in Gateshead.
Background Information

17. Minutes of the Sustainable Communities – Place OSC
a. 15 September 2008 - Scope

b. 3 November 2008 – Evidence gathering

c. 15 December 2008 – Evidence gathering including notes from a visit to Sheffield

d. 19 January 2009 – Evidence gathering including notes from a meetig with residents of Blackhall Mill

e. 15 March 2009 – Interim findings
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