
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

2 June 2009

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: A Armstrong, C Donovan, M Foy, M Graham, L Green, J McElroy, M McNestry, I Mearns and P Mole 
C18
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meetings held on 19 and 26 May 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C19
ASSET REVIEW – WHICKHAM AREA 

Consideration has been given to the outcome of the review of property assets in the Whickham area and to the proposed strategy for the future provision of Council services in that area.

RESOLVED -
That the course of action for each of the properties included in 


the Whickham Area Review as detailed in appendix 1 to the 



report be approved.
The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure the Council has a high profile, efficient 
and effective property portfolio.





(B)
To assist the Council to deliver its service aims.

C20
REVIEW OF MECHANISMS TO SUPPORT FAMILY LIFE

Consideration has been given to the findings of the Children and Young People Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s (OSC) review of mechanisms to support family life in Gateshead.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the findings and analysis of evidence set out in 




appendix 2 be noted.




(ii)
That the recommendations from the Children and 




Young People OSC as set out in appendix 2 to the 




report be endorsed.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council and its partners are effectively joining up services around the needs of families to achieve better outcomes in terms of attainment and social cohesion.

C21
SECONDARY REVIEW – WEST AREA CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to the commencement of consultation on options for 
the review and reorganisation of secondary school provision in the West Area of 
Gateshead as part of the next wave of the Building Schools for the Future 
programme.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That a consultation begins as soon as possible on the 




three options outlined below:

Option A
To close Hookergate School and transfer the existing pupils to Ryton School; the Council would seek to build a new “state of the art” school to replace the existing Ryton building, on a new site in the Greenside area.

Option B
To close both Hookergate and Ryton Schools and open a new secondary school, initially with all pupils on the Ryton site; the Council would seek to build a new “state of the art” school to replace the existing Ryton building, on a new site in the Greenside area. 

Option C
To close Hookergate School and transfer the existing pupils to Ryton School; the Council would seek to rebuild or refurbish Ryton School on its existing site.

 



(ii)
That a further report be presented to Cabinet following 




the consultation, to determine the future pattern of 





secondary provision in the West Area.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council:

(A) 
Fulfils its statutory duty to ensure a match 
between the predicted demand for school places 
and the number of schools and places 
maintained, and to ensure efficient use of 
resources.

(B) 
Is able to take the opportunity to make an 
application for the early release of BSF 
programme resources to ensure that all 
Gateshead secondary schools have the 
necessary investment in buildings and resources 
to deliver education fit for the 21st century.

(Councillor M McNestry declared a personal interest in the above matter because he is a governor of Hookergate School)

C22
GATESHEAD’S SELF ASSESSMENT OF ADULT SOCIAL CARE SERVICES


Consideration has been given to the referral of the Council’s Self Assessment for Adult Social Care to the Healthier Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee for consideration.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the executive summary of the Council’s Self 





Assessment of Adult Social Care as set out in appendix 




2 to the report be noted.

(ii) That the Self Assessment be referred to the Healthier Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee for consideration after which a further report incorporating the views of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee be submitted to Cabinet.

The above decisions have been made to ensure continuous improvement and the delivery of excellent adult social care services in Gateshead.  

C23
PROPERTY DEMOLITIONS



Consideration has been given to the proposed demolitions of properties, which 


have been declared surplus to requirements and where retention of the buildings 


would hinder potential redevelopment, carry the risk of vandalism and have security 

and cost implications.  


RESOLVED - 
That the demolition of the following properties be approved:

· Dene View Depot, Highfield

· Rowlands Gill Infants School

· 2-4 Haig Street, Dunston


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To remove potential health and safety hazards.





(B)
To prepare the sites for future disposal.

(Councillor Mearns declared a personal interest in the above matter because he has a peripheral interest in an adjacent property)

C24
PROPERTY TRANSACTION – SURPLUS DECLARATION


Consideration has been given to the surplus property declaration of the former 
Whickham Housing Office, School Lane, Whickham.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the former Whickham Housing Office, School Lane, 



Whickham be declared surplus to requirements.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To manage resources.




(B)
To rationalise the Council’s landholdings.


C25
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 4 June 2009

Chair…………………..
2











PAGE  
4

