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COUNCIL MEETING

11 June 2009
GATESHEAD COUNCIL

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

This is the report of the Cabinet. Its purpose is to report on issues for the period April and May 2009. 

PROGRESS ON KEY ISSUES 

2. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES – AREAS 

Gateshead Garden Wins Major Award at Chelsea
The Council is celebrating after its garden won a silver award at this year’s Chelsea Flower Show, organised by the Royal Horticultural Society. 
This year’s garden, called "A Window of Opportunity", is unusual because it contains hardly any flowers. Instead, it features largely edible plants, to emphasise the joy of growing to eat and the importance of water. It also features a vertical "living wall" of plants; tiered boxes of vegetables, herbs and fruits - including strawberries, blackcurrants, carrots, pak choi, chives, lettuce and  radish; and hedges created by espalier fruit trees. 

The garden was sponsored by Northumbrian Water and, in addition to the unconventional planting, includes a number of unusual water features that promote water as a precious part of our lifestyle, and as a commodity that can be used for creative play. The garden is watered by a pair of static training bikes, which power water pumps that take water from a trough filled with watercress and pump it over the top of the living wall to filter down throughout the terraced display. 
The garden was designed by Gerardine Hemmingway, who has worked with students from Kingsmeadow Comprehensive School and Gateshead College since last Autumn, to source and design the garden, which was built by council employees from Local Environmental Services. It will be on display at this year’s Summer Flower Show, which will take place at Gateshead Central Nursery from 31 July until 2 August 2009. 
Gateshead Together Week

As part of the Council’s continuing commitment to build cohesive and diverse communities, the first Gateshead Together Week was held from 25 – 31 May 2009. A series of events was held to celebrate and promote community involvement and active citizenship. 
3. CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Schools Project Wins Two National Titles 
South Tyneside and Gateshead ‘Building Schools for the Future’ partnership (StaG) has won ‘Best Education Project’ and ‘Best Public Sector Team’ in the high profile Public Private Finance Awards (PPF) 2009. The PPF Awards are widely regarded as the premiere awards for the building and construction industry and attract hundreds of entries every year. 
The partnership, between South Tyneside Council, Gateshead Council and Inspired Spaces, is unique in its approach to creating state-of-the-art secondary schools across two boroughs. All secondary schools in Gateshead and South Tyneside will be rebuilt or remodelled as part of the initiative. This strong partnership ethos was a key element in making the project stand out against dozens of other strong contenders. 

Young Women’s Project

The Young Women's Project was awarded a grant from the Children's Workforce Development Council to conduct a peer research project on young people’s perspective of integrated working. The project recruited three young women to train as peer researchers, who were supported by a researcher from Northumbria University. 

The young women interviewed 40 young women from the project who, between them, had had experience of approx 60 organisations. The group have formulated their findings into a drama presentation that was showcased at York University on 1 May, by eight young women from the project, alongside other research projects funded by the scheme. The group are now embarking upon using the drama and a workshop as a training tool, which will be showcased in the Council Chamber on 26 June.  All councillors are invited to this event. 
Government Response to Lord Laming’s Report
In May 2009 the Government published their response to Lord Laming's report into the progress being made nationally, around safeguarding, since his first report published in 2003. Lord Laming made 58 recommendations to a number of government departments and to local authorities, through their Children’s Trusts and their Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs). 
These centre around some key areas, including the reform of Social Work as a profession; the revision of Working Together Guidance to promote increased independence of LSCBs through chairing arrangements and membership; and the development of a National Safeguarding Delivery Unit, chaired by Sir Roger Singleton, to coordinate the work of different government departments and a new performance framework. 
The LSCB in Gateshead (a partnership representing all key agencies in Gateshead) and Learning and Children are developing an action plan to take forward those areas in Lord Laming’s report that require a local response. Further information will be reported to members as appropriate. 
Playbuilder Projects
In 2007, the Council was awarded £1.2million through the Play Partnership, which was to be allocated over three years. The projects from year one have all now been completed and feedback from park users has been extremely positive.

Projects have now been identified for year two and include:

· Bill Quay Park, Bill Quay

· Lea Field Playing Field, Birtley

· Beggars Wood, Lobley Hill

· Birtley East, Birtley

· Carrhill Park, Deckham

· Swalwell Park, Swalwell

· Blackhill Crescent, Springwell

· Teams Adventure Playground, Teams

All the proposed projects are subject to ongoing consultation, with assistance from Neighbourhood Management, Tyne and Wear Play Association, and local schools and community groups. Further information regarding the progress of the projects will be reported to members as appropriate. 
4. ECONOMY, HOUSING AND TRANSPORT 

Enhanced Housing Services for Young People
The Council continues to develop initiatives to ensure that young people and children are housed safely and, where appropriate, can live independently. Four areas of activity have been developed by Housing Services to assist the Council to achieve this goal: 
· A worker has been employed to co-ordinate services between Housing Services and Children and Families, to deal with young people threatened with homelessness. 
· Recruitment is underway to employ two specialist young persons’ tenancy support workers, to promote independence and reduce social exclusion. 
· Two additional support workers have been appointed to support homeless families living in temporary emergency accommodation. Support will continue into their new homes, to ensure that they have sufficient skills to sustain independence and success. 
· A young persons’ needs and aspiration study has been commissioned and published, which will inform future strategic development. 
Adult Learning and Skills Awards

Over 200 people attended the Adult Learning and Skills awards held at the Dryden Centre on 14 May 2009. The awards were set up by the Council, to recognise the achievements and commitment of groups and individuals to learning in Gateshead. Over 80 nominations were received and a judging panel chose winners in 16 categories. 
5. SAFER, STRONGER COMMUNITIES AND CULTURE 

Funding for Audience Development Work at the Old Town Hall
The Council has been awarded £45k by the Arts Council England, for funding audience development work at the Old Town Hall, based on the evaluation of the opening season programme (October 2009 to April 2010) and in-depth audience consultation. The award also includes the commissioning of site specific dance and digital art piece to celebrate the provision of a performance space back in the Old Town Hall. The total project cost is £166,500 made up of support from Gateshead Council, including capital funding for the provision of the theatre equipment, and of course the all important £45,000 from Arts Council England. 
Vivien Wood has been commissioned to work with students from Gateshead College, as well as a  number of young professional dancers and digital artists developing a piece to animate the building and bring it to life. The audience development and consultation will centre on a performance programme of 35 shows and 15 participation workshops, demonstrating what the performance space facilities will be capable of supporting. 
Colegate and Bill Quay Primary Schools

Work has begun, in partnership with the school councils at Colegate and Bill Quay Primary Schools, to support the children in developing their idea to create a nature walk along the ‘Dilley Line’ from High Lanes at Heworth through to Bill Quay. The ‘Dilley Line’ was a former wagon-way that ran from Felling Colliery to the North Eastern Railway line. The project focuses on two elements: a) the development of a nature trail that will follow the route of the dilley line, which passes by the conservation site at Manor Gardens, Wardley; and b) a mural painted within the subway at Sunderland Road Villas, giving reference to the community’s heritage. 
The Council carried out some improvements works a number of years ago, installing street lighting and laying a tarmac surface along the footpath to encourage wider use by the local community. Locally, the dilley line provides an informal route connecting the local shopping area of Pelaw with the transport links at Pelaw Metro Station and is also a leisure route within the neighbourhood. The Council, The Gateshead Housing Company, and partners are coming together to provide the support needed to turn the children’s ideas into reality, helping the children to make lasting environmental improvements to their local community. 

Consultation regarding new park at Swalwell
A consultation event will take place on 20 June 2009 in Swalwell, to give local residents the opportunity to express their views about the new park planned in Swalwell. 
Representatives from Design Services, Local Environmental Services and the Tyne and Wear Play Association will be available to talk to residents as part of the master planning process. 
6. CONCLUSION 

The Council is asked to note this report. 
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