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COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 2009
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING – 23 APRIL 2009

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE DEPUTY MAYOR (COUNCILLOR J MITCHINSON) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, A Armstrong, RWAL Beadle, D Boyes, 
C A Bradley, M A Brain, N Callendar, AEI Chatto, B Coates, P T Craig, S Craig, SE Danys, W Dick, P Dillon, K Dodds, C Donovan, F J Donovan, J Eagle,E Earl, K Ferdinand, MK Foy, P Foy, M Gannon, B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, A Graham, M W Graham,  T Graham, JS Green, L Green, G Haley, M F Henry, F Hindle, M Hood, SK King, J McClurey, J McElroy, CM McHatton, 
PA McNally, J I Mearns, P J Mole, B Oliphant, M Ord, BD Osborne, I Patterson, B Richmond, I Rippeth, NG Rippeth, S C Ronchetti, R G Stanaway, J Turnbull, J C Wallace, M Wallace and N Weatherley.
APOLOGIES: 
D Bollands, J Lee, P J Maughan, M McNestry, 
J W Hamilton, YM McNicol, R D Napier, C J Ord, P Ronan and K Wood
CL/100
MINUTES
RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the Council meeting held on the 5 March be approved.
CL/101
ALDERMAN MASON
A minute’s silence was held to remember Alderman Ian Mason who had sadly passed away in March.
CL/102
INVESTORS IN PEOPLE

The Deputy Mayor announced that the Council has recently achieved Corporate Investors in People Status.  An award was presented to the Leader in acknowledgement.

CL/103
THE KELLY HENDRY SCHOOL OF DANCE

The recent successes of the Kelly Hendry School of Dance at the Irish Dancing World Championships were announced.  It was agreed that the School would be invited to attend a future meeting of the Council.

CL/104
PRESENTATION BY THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
A presentation was given by Roger Kelly, Chief Executive in relation to the Economic Downturn.  

PETITIONS

None Received

CL/105
TREASURY POLICY STATEMENT
Consideration was given to the Treasury Policy Statement and Strategy.
RESOLVED -
That the Treasury Policy Statement and Treasury Strategy for 2009/10 to 2011/12 be approved.
CL/106
CORPORATE RISK MANAGEMENT: POLICY STATEMENT
Consideration was given to the revised Corporate Risk Management Policy Statement.
RESOLVED -
That the revised Corporate Risk Management Policy Statement be approved.
CL/107
REVIEW OF BUSINESS CENTRE LICENSE FEES
Consideration was given to an increase in business centre licence fees, to take effect from 1 April 2009.
RESOLVED -
That an increase in business centre licence fees, to take effect from 1 April 2009, be approved.
CL/108
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2009/10
Consideration was given to the calendar of meetings for 2009/10.
RESOLVED -
That the calendar of meetings for 2009/10 be approved.
CL/109
COUNCILLOR CALL FOR ACTION PROTOCOL
Consideration was given to the Councillor Call for Action Protocol for dealing with local government and crime and disorder councillor calls for action.
RESOLVED -
That the Councillor Call for Action protocol be approved.
CL/110
HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT 2009/10
Consideration was given to the revised Housing Revenue Account for 2009/10, based on changes proposed by the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) as a result of the economic downturn.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That   the revised Housing Subsidy Determination for 
2009/10 be approved as the basis currently proposed 
as part of the DCLG consultation.

(ii) That the revised recommended option for the average weekly rent increase of 3.1% be approved.
(iii) That the revised Housing Revenue Account as outlined be approved.

CL/111
DEVELOPMENT OF A JOINT LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK CORE STRATEGY

Consideration was been given to the development a Joint Core Strategy for Gateshead and Newcastle.
RESOLVED -
  (i)
That the preparation of a joint Core Strategy covering 
the authorities of Gateshead and Newcastle be approved, with governance of the arrangement via the Gateshead and Newcastle Partnership making recommendations to the two constituent councils, who will exercise full legal authority over the Core Strategy.

(ii) That delegated authority be approved, for the Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader, Cabinet Member for Economy, Housing and Transport, and his support (the Spokesperson for Housing and the Spokesperson for Transport) to negotiate any formal Memorandum of Understanding/Legal agreement, develop the proposed working and constitutional arrangements that will be required to implement the arrangement and report this to Cabinet then Full Council for approval.

CL/112
SALTWELL PLACE FUTURE INTERVENTION AREA PLAN

Consideration was given to proposed changes to the Bensham and Saltwell Neighbourhood Action Plan improvement proposals for Saltwell Place Future Intervention Area.  
RESOLVED -
That the integration of the proposed changes to the Bensham and Saltwell Neighbourhood Action Plan, as outlined in the report, be approved.

CL/113
HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE LICENSING FEES
This report was considered by Cabinet at its meeting on 21 April 2009.  Cabinet agreed that in order to allow more time to consider the implications of the options available, particularly with regard to the current economic downturn and service provision.  Cabinet therefore recommended that Council be recommended to authorise the Chief Executive, following consultation to determine the outcome of this matter.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Chief Executive, following consultation with 

the Leader, be authorised to determine the outcome of this matter.

(ii) That a further report be submitted to Council detailing the action taken.

CL/114
REPORT OF THE CABINET

The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.
NOTICES OF MOTION

None received

 (NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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