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COUNCIL MEETING

11 June 2009

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
	


NOTICE OF MOTION

Councillor J Wallace will move the following motion:

‘This Council notes with concern the decision by National Express to introduce a charge of £2.50 to reserve a seat on a journey on rail services on the East Coast line between London and the North East.
This Council believes that the charge is an unnecessary additional cost designed to raise revenue rather than address the issue of customers not using seats they have booked; and further believes that the charge will lead to an increase in the use of more polluting road and air transport.

This Council therefore instructs the Chief Executive to write to National Express to urge the company to cancel the charge.’

Seconded by:
Councillor J McClurey
Supported by:
Councillor P Maughan



Councillor M Ord




Councillor D Boyes




Councillor I Patterson




Councillor RG Stanaway




Councillor B Osborne

Councillor J McElroy will move the following amendment:

After “This Council notes with concern” in the first line of the motion, delete all and replace with:

“…the decision by National Express East Coast to introduce a charge of £2.50 per journey, to reserve a seat, on their rail services on the East Coast line between London, the North East and Scotland.

This Council also recognises that other rail operators who provide services within and through, the North East region, may also be tempted to instigate similar charges, in this regard, if they have not already done so.

This Council believes that these charges are an unnecessary additional financial burden to the travelling public, designed mainly to raise revenue rather than to address the problem of customers not using seats they have booked; and further believes that these charges could lead to increased use of less environmentally friendly modes of transport.

This Council therefore requests the Chief Executive to write to National Express East Coast to urge the Company to revoke this charging policy.  We also ask the Chief Executive to write to the Association of North East Councils to make them aware of our concerns.”
Seconded by:
Councillor I Mearns

Supported by:
Councillor M Henry




Councillor P Mole




Councillor M Graham
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