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NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

CITIZEN FOCUS COMMITTEE

5 JANUARY 2009
PRESENT:

Mrs Guy (Chair)

Councillors Cooper, Darke, Foster, Napier, Sanderson            and Shepherd 

Mrs Clark, Mr Cooke, Mrs Hayward, Mrs Moon, Ms Remnant and Mr Singh 

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Henry, Rickerby and Mrs Drury
18.
MINUTES

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 

29 September 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

19.
POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS
A summary of the issues raised at the police and community forums between October 2007 - September 2008 was submitted.

The forums are chaired by a Member of the Authority and they allow members of the public to discuss and comment on the effectiveness of policing in their area face to face with the local police officers.  

The forums are advertised in the local press, leaflets are delivered to households around the venue and posters are displayed in shops, libraries etc. There are ten meetings per year in each area command and the average attendance is twenty two. Representatives from the local press, councils, crime and disorder reduction partnerships, neighbourhood watch and residents’ associations may also attend.
The issues raised are specific to the geographical location of the forum, and the Area Command officers are able to respond, together with the general issues regularly raised as outlined.


Those in attendance are also given the opportunity to speak to officers in private at the end of the meetings. They also may receive a copy of the minutes of the forum and an update from the police on the issues raised.  

Two young people’s forums were held in North Tyneside attended by sixty eight pupils.  They raised similar issues to the other forums and other issues that were more specific to them as outlined.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.
(ii)
That further reports providing a summary of issues raised at forums be submitted.



20.
MINUTES OF POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS

The schedules of issues raised at police and community forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were submitted.

RESOLVED – 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That further information on incident handling by Northumbria Police be provided. 

21.
CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

The minutes of the custody visiting panel co-ordinators’ meeting held on 16 October 2008 were submitted. 

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

22.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY 
The summary of custody visits for the period 6 September – 30 November 2008 was submitted.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.
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