                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

16 OCTOBER 2008

PRESENT:
L Miller, A Jones, J Saint, M Walker, T Scriviner, 

M Hardy, N Smith, R Kirkcaldy, Inspector R Hall, 

B Wilson and D Lowery

1.
MINUTES 


The minutes of the last meeting held on 24 July 2008 were agreed.

2.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


(i) Applications to be independent custody visitors have been received. South Tyneside and Sunderland and North Tyneside panels need one more visitor each and Newcastle panel three.


(ii)
Under section 41 of the Code of Practice on independent custody visiting, juveniles in custody can give their own consent to independent custody visitors seeing their custody records.

(iii) Attendance by the Custody Inspector or his representative at the North Tyneside custody visiting panel meetings was requested.

(iv) The use of sporks in custody suites is proving expensive, as they are not being re-used as intended. Their use is to be reviewed.

3.
ARRANGEMENTS UNDER FORCE TERRORISM CUSTODY PLAN TO FACILITATE CUSTODY VISITS

 R Hall reported on the arrangements under the proposed force terrorism custody plan. The location for the detention of terrorism suspects has been identified. Specific security arrangements will be required with the station closed to other operational responsibilities.

Because of the security arrangements, it would be difficult for independent custody visitors to make unannounced visits. It is, therefore, proposed that a lead independent custody visitor be contacted to agree visiting arrangements.

It was commented that some Authorities had given specific training to a small group of independent custody visitors to undertake this role. This was to be investigated.

Updates on the force terrorism custody plan will be given.

4.
ICVA EXECUTIVE UPDATE 

M Hardy reported on the ICVA executive committee meeting on 15 October 2008. The proposal to hold the 2009 national conference in Tulliallan, Scotland is being reviewed because of capacity and travel issues.

The Association of Police Authorities has sent an independent custody visiting questionnaire to all Authorities to obtain their views on the current and future arrangements, including the role of ICVA.

The APA and ICVA are proposing that a new smaller executive committee be formed with representatives appointed on a regional basis. The APA considers these representatives should be Authority members whilst ICVA consider that Authorities should be able to appoint a police Authority member, officer or independent custody visitor as their representative. 

The new Executive Committee proposals, etc will be considered at ICVA’s annual meeting on 6 December 2008.

5.
ICVA NATIONAL CONFERENCE

The Authority had been allocated eight places at the above conference in Stratford upon Avon on 1 November 2008. Six independent custody visitors have indicated that they wish to attend and their travel arrangements were to be made..

6.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITS TRIAL SCHEME
The Citizen Focus Committee has agreed that the arrangement with the independent custody visitors asking detainees if they want to be visited be adopted within the independent custody visiting scheme. The training implications for custody officers are to be addressed.

7.
CUSTODY VISIT SUMMARY

The custody visits summary for 31 May – 5 September 2008 was submitted.

8.
PANEL ROUND UP

(i) Cigarette ends were still being found by independent custody visitors in the exercise yard at North Shields police station.

(ii) CCTV systems were being upgraded in custody suites when they are refurbished and the latest equipment will be installed in the proposed new police stations in accordance with the CCTV policy.

(iii) There appeared to be problems with the laundry of blankets, etc at North Shields police station. The introduction of a new type of tear resistant and washable blanket was being discussed.

9. 
MEETING DATES


Thursday, 15 January 2009 at 5:30pm 


Thursday, 23 April 2009 at 5:30pm


Thursday, 16 July 2009 at 5:30pm


Thursday, 15 October at 5:30pm

