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REPORT TO CABINET
                                        2 June 2009

TITLE OF REPORT:
 Property Transactions: Surplus Property Declaration
  
REPORT OF:

 Derek Quinn, Group Director, Development and Enterprise  

 Purpose of the Report 

1.

 This report seeks the Cabinet’s approval to the surplus property declaration of the 
 former Whickham Housing Office, School Lane, Whickham as set out in 


Appendix 1.  



Background 

2. Following internal consultation, no appropriate use has been identified for the property identified in appendix 1, therefore it is proposed that it is declared surplus to requirements and the Council’s interest be disposed of as appropriate.


Proposal 

3. It is proposed to proceed with the surplus property declaration outlined in appendix 1.


Recommendations

4. It is recommended that approval be given to the surplus property declaration outlined in the appendix 1.


For the following reasons:

(i) To manage resources.

(ii) Rationalise the Council’s landholdings.

CONTACT:   Arthur Bowen extension 2909 
                 PLAN REF:  2007


APPENDIX - 1


Policy Context 

1. The proposed surplus declarations are consistent with the overall vision for Gateshead as set out in Vision 2030 and the Corporate Plan.  In particular Corporate Priority 4 : Improving Accessibility, Connectivity and Economic Prosperity, and Corporate Priority 6 : Ensuring a Sustainable Gateshead.


Background

2. Following internal consultation, no appropriate use has been identified for this property therefore it is proposed that it is declared surplus to requirements and the Council’s interest be disposed of as appropriate.  

Consultation

3. In preparing this report, consultations have taken place with the Cabinet Members for Corporate Vitality and Sustainable Communities – Inner West. Ward Councillors have also been consulted.

  

Alternative Options

4. The option of retaining the property has been discounted as no alternative Council use has been identified.  

Implications of Recommended Option 

5. Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that the costs associated with managing the property prior to a decision on its long term future can be accommodated from within existing resources.  Any financial implications arising from any long term decisions will be the subject of a future report.
6. Risk Management Implication - Nil
7. Human Resources Implications   - Nil
8. Equality and Diversity Implications - Nil 
9. Crime and Disorder Implications – Nil
10. Health Implications - Nil
11. Sustainability Implications – Declaring the property surplus to requirements will bring otherwise surplus property into economic use for the benefit of the new owners and the locality in general.
12. Human Rights Implications - Nil
13. Area and Ward Implications – Dunston Hill and Whickham East in the Inner West Neighbourhood Management area.
SCHEDULE

Surplus Declaration

	
	Property


	Last Occupier
	Previous Use
	Reason for becoming surplus
	Tenure



	1.
	Former Whickham Housing Office,

School Lane, (Dunston Hill & Whickham East Ward) 

	The Gateshead Housing Company
	Housing Office
	Occupier relocated to Dunston Activity Centre and the property is no longer needed for operational use
	Leasehold
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