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REPORT TO CABINET



2 June 2009

TITLE OF REPORT:
Property Demolitions 

REPORT OF:

Derek Quinn, Group Director, Development and Enterprise


Purpose of the Report 

1. To seek approval to the proposed demolitions of properties which have been declared surplus to requirements and retention of the buildings would hinder potential redevelopment, carry the risk of vandalism and have security and cost implications.  

  

Background 

2. The properties identified in the attached appendix have been declared surplus to requirements where indicated (Minute Nos C203 & C171).


Proposal 

3. The intention is to demolish each of the buildings identified in the attached schedule and either retain the cleared site or dispose of the Council’s interest for subsequent redevelopment by third parties.  


Recommendation

4. It is recommended that Cabinet approve the proposed demolition of the properties identified in the attached schedule.



For the following reasons:

(i) To remove potential health and safety hazards. 


(ii) To prepare the sites for future disposal.
CONTACT:   Peter Scott  extension 3501 


PLAN REF:  3360








APPENDIX – 1


Policy Context 

1. The proposed demolitions are consistent with the overall vision for Gateshead as set out in Vision 2030 and the Corporate Plan.  In particular Corporate Priority 4: Improving Accessibility, Connectivity and Economic Prosperity, and Corporate Priority 6: Ensuring a Sustainable Gateshead.


Background

2. The properties identified in the attached appendix have all been declared surplus to requirements.  Minute Nos C203 & C171.

3. It is proposed to demolish each of the buildings identified in the attached schedule and either retain the cleared site or dispose of the Council’s interest for subsequent redevelopment by third parties.  

  

Consultation 

4. In preparing this report, consultations have taken place the Cabinet Members for Corporate Vitality and Sustainable Communities – Inner West and West. Ward Councillors have also been consulted.

  

Alternative Options

5. Retaining the properties permanently has been rejected as the Council has no use for them and the retention of the buildings would hinder potential redevelopment , carry the risk of vandalism and have security and cost implications.   

Implications of Recommended Option 

6. Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that resources exist within the approved capital programme to implement this programme of works. 
7. Risk Management Implication – Nil
8. Human Resources Implications   – Nil
9. Equality and Diversity Implications – Nil

10. Crime and Disorder Implications – The demolition of the buildings will remove potential vandalism targets.

11. Health Implications – Nil
12. Sustainability Implications – The future sale and redevelopment will bring the sites into economic use for the benefit of both the Council and the new landowner and the locality in general.
13. Human Rights Implications – Nil
14. Area and Ward Implications – Chopwell & Rowlands Gill, Dunston & Teams in the 
West and Inner West Neighbourhood Management areas.
Schedule 

Property Demolitions Schedule

	
	Property Address
	SITE AREA
	REMARKS

	1.
	Dene View Depot, Highfield, Rowlands Gill

(Chopwell & Rowlands Gill Ward)


	795m2
	·  Declared Surplus 2 October 2007

	2.
	Rowlands Gill Infant School, Sherburn Gardens 

(Chopwell & Rowlands Gill Ward)


	5,445m2
	·  Declared Surplus 30 October 2007

	3.
	2-4 Haig Street, Dunston

(Dunston & Teams Ward)


	140m2
	· Purchased as an early intervention in the HMR Pathfinder Programme. Refurbishment cost prohibitive due to poor condition.
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