
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

19 May 2009

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: A Armstrong, C Donovan, M Foy, M Graham, L Green, J McElroy, M McNestry, I Mearns and P Mole 
C1
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 21 April 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C2
THE INTRODUCTION OF NEW DISCIPLINE AND GRIEVANCE POLICIES 

Consideration has been given to the introduction of new discipline and grievance policies following changes to legislation and the introduction of new guidelines.

RESOLVED -
That the new discipline and grievance policies as set out ion 



appendices 2 and 3 to the report be approved.
The above decision has been made to ensure the Council’s policies meet the new ACAS code of practice.

C3
REVIEW OF PROMOTING AND SUPPORTING VOLUNTEERING

Consideration has been given to the findings of the Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s (OSC) review of promoting and supporting volunteering.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the findings and analysis of evidence set out in 




appendix 2 be noted.




(ii)
That the recommendations from the Corporate Vitality 



Overview and Scrutiny Committee as set out in 




appendix 2 to the report be endorsed.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that support to volunteering can contribute towards Vision 2030’s Volunteering Gateshead and to support the Gateshead Strategic Partnership Local Area Agreement priorities.

C4
JOINT REVIEW OF PLANNING AND BUYING OF SERVICES AND SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES AND COMPLEX NEEDS


Consideration has been given to the findings of a joint review carried out with the 
the Primary Care Trust of planning and buying of services for people with learning 
disabilities and complex needs.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the findings of the joint review be accepted.

(ii) That the joint review report and an easy read summary be made available to the public.





(iii)
That the action plan to respond to the review’s findings 




be referred to the Healthier Communities Overview and 




Scrutiny Committee to test its robustness. 

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To comply with the requirement of the Care 




Quality Commission to make the findings of the 



joint review public. 





(B)
To ensure that the action plan will enable 




the Council to address the 







recommendations in the report and enable 




the Council to demonstrate that it is 





meeting the needs of people with learning 




disabilities and complex needs and to 





ensure that they can enjoy the same basic 




rights as other people.


C5
CHARITABLE SUBSIDIARY OF THE GATESHEAD HOUSING COMPANY


Consideration has been given to the draft constitution of The Gateshead Housing Company’s (TGHC) charitable subsidiary and a Developer Framework Agreement to progress plans to build new homes across the borough.  


The alternative option to that being recommended, but which has been discounted, included the Council directly procuring its own developer partners.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the memorandum and articles of association of the 




Charity as set out in appendix 2 to the report be 





approved.

(ii) That the appointment of the two Council representatives to act as charity trustees be delegated to the Chief Executive following consultation with the Leader of the Council.

(iii) That the use of the developer framework agreement established by Newcastle City Council and Your Homes Newcastle be approved.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To progress plans to build new homes across the 





borough.

(B) To meet the needs and aspirations of current and future residents.

C6
PLAYBUILDER STATUS AGREEMENT FOR GATESHEAD

Consideration has been given to the proposals of the Gateshead Play Partnership for the allocation of playbuilder grant year two funding.


RESOLVED - 
That the Play Partnership proposals set out in appendix 2 for 



the allocation of the playbuilder grant year two funding be 




approved subject to further consultation and development work 



on the detail. 


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) In order to meet the terms and conditions of the grant a playbuilder Project Plan outlining the proposed developments must be submitted to the Department for Children Schools and Families (DCSF) by May 2009.





(B)
It is essential to progress project developments 




as soon as possible as any 09/10 capital sums 





remaining at the end of the financial year 2009-





2010 greater than 5% will need to be repaid to 





DCSF.





(C)
The Government wants Local Authorities to help 




deliver the Government’s vision for the future of 




play outlined in the Children’s Plan 2007 and the 




proposals will help to deliver this in Gateshead.





(D)
Playbuilder Funding supports the strategic 





measures of the Play Strategy and will help to 





improve outcomes for children and young people.





(E)
The consultation on Play will increase the visibility 




of the Play Strategy, and inform the 






implementation of the Play Action Plan.

C7
IMPLEMENTATION OF SPEED MANAGEMENT PLAN – DEVELOPMENT OF 20 
MPH ZONE STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to the development of an   extensive and far reaching 
strategy for the implementation of 20 miles per hour (mph) zones in Gateshead 
covering all residential roads outside most schools in Gateshead and within the 
town centre and most district and local centres in Gateshead.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the development of schemes for a 5 year 





programme commencing in 2010/11 to introduce 20 mph 



speed limits at town, district and local centres, at 




schools, and within traffic calmed areas be approved in 



principle.




(ii)
That a project be commissioned to use the assessment 


system currently being developed to review and inform 


the proposed five year programme of works and to 



establish a schedule of potential schemes in residential 


areas for future implementation depending on the 



availability of funding.




(iii)
That a report be submitted in due course providing a 



definitive strategy and seeking approval of an associated 


programme of works.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To assist in the establishment of the speed limit 



hierarchy and support the Council's objective for 



road safety, safer routes to school, walking and 



cycling.





(B)
To make a strong and positive statement about 




the Council's continuing commitment to road 





safety and improvement of the local environment.
C8
RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION – LOCAL SPENDING REPORTS
Consideration has been given to the proposed response to the Government’s consultation on Local Spending Reports.
RESOLVED -
That the response to the consultation be endorsed.

 


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute a response 
to the consultation.


APPOINTMENTS TO ADVISORY GROUPS, OTHER BODIES OF THE COUNCIL, 
JOINT COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 

Item deferred.
C9
SETTING UP A COUNCIL-OWNED TRADING COMPANY

Consideration has been given to the setting-up of a generic trading company 
through which the Council will be able to provide services and carry out works for 
profit to help deliver vision 2030.   


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the setting-up of a trading company through which 




the Council will be able to provide services and carry out 




works for profit be approved.

(ii) That the business case set out in appendix 2 to the report be approved.
(iii) That the broad governance and funding arrangements for the trading company, as set out in this report, be approved and the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services be given authority to conclude the Memorandum and Articles of Association, and proceed to formal incorporation of the Company.
(iv) That the appointment of Directors be delegated to the Chief Executive.
 


 The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To allow the Council to exploit opportunities for 
the generation of income.

(B) 
To raise the profile of the Council by 
demonstrating a positive attitude to commercial 
risk and opportunities.

(C) 
To ensure a continuing work stream for 
employees who might otherwise face redundancy 
during period of low activity.

(D)  
To provide opportunities for employee 
development by working in a commercial context.

C10
CUSTOMER SERVICE STRATEGY

Consideration has been given to new customer service strategy for the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the new customer service strategy as set out in 





appendix 2 to the report be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure the Council has an up to date 
customer service strategy reflecting its aims and 
ambitions in Vision 2030 and the Corporate Plan.

(B) 
To ensure that all services are engaged in, and 
responsible for, the service they deliver to 
residents and businesses in Gateshead.






(C)
To ensure the Council is in a position to respond 





to the new Comprehensive Area Assessment 






inspection process as well as responding to the 





Peer Review.

C11
PETITIONS SCHEDULE 


Consideration has been given to an update on petitions submitted to the Council 
and the action taken on them.

RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them 


be noted.

The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of the progress of the petitions.

C12
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C13
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C14
FREIGHT DEPOT, OFF PARK LANE – PURCHASE OF FREEHOLD SITE FROM ROLLS ROYCE (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to the purchase of 1.857 acres of freehold land, which forms part of the former Freight Depot off Park Lane. 

RESOLVED -
That the purchase of 1.857 acres of freehold land from Rolls 

Royce at the Freight Depot site be approved.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To gain ownership of a further proportion of a 
strategic site in the Housing Market Renewal 
(HMR) area, which gives the Council 100% 
ownership of the Freight Depot site.

(B)
To ensure the aims of the programme are secured and comprehensive redevelopment for housing is advanced.

C15
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO BUSINESS (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to the offer of financial assistance to a business considering relocation to Gateshead.


RESOLVED -

That a grant be awarded to the business towards appropriate 


and related costs, to be agreed by the Head of Economic 



Development up to the maximum specified in the report and 


subject to 
satisfactory financial assessment. 


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To stimulate investment in productivity and job 




creation.





(B)
To support the growth of new and young 





businesses in the borough.





(C)
To promote development and private sector 





investment.






(D)
To maximise social and economic benefits for 






local people.
C16
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to various property transactions.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the new letting of land off Burnt House Lane, 





Whickham to Telefonica 02 UK (LTD) be approved on 




the terms and conditions set out in the report.





(ii)
That the following lease renewals be approved on the 





terms and conditions set out in the report:

· Shop Premises – 35 Wetheral Gardens – Sam Tai Liu & Hang Fa Liu

· 7/8 Parkhead Square – Jaswinder Singh and Kuljit Kaur

· Land at Blaydon Burn – Arqiva Services Limited

(iv) That the former police box, Harlow Green Lane, Harlow Green be declared surplus to requirements.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To manage resources.




(B)
To rationalise the Council’s landholdings.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 20 May 2009

Chair…………………..
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