
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

21 April 2009

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: C Donovan, Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier
Apology for Absence: Councillor Bollands 
C316
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 31 March 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C317
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE REVENUE PROGRAMME 2009/10 

Consideration has been given to the programme of revenue highway maintenance schemes in 2009/10.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the programme of revenue highway maintenance 



schemes identified in appendix 2 to the report be 




approved.

(ii) That the Head of Transport and Highways be authorised to award the relevant works to the Head of Construction Operations (Local Environmental Services) under the terms of the Highways, Drainage and Street Lighting Maintenance Contract and the balance to the annual surfacing contractor.

(iii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services be authorised to advertise and make any temporary traffic regulation orders as may be necessary during the works.

The above decisions have been made to address the backlog of deterioration of residential streets throughout the borough.

C318
COMMUNITY CENTRES REVIEW – REPROVISION OF SPRINGWELL 
COMMUNITY CENTRE AND CLOSURE OF SPRINGWELL ACTIVITY CENTRE

Consideration has been given to progress being made on the Community Centres Review and proposals for the development of community facilities on the Springwell Estate.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the progress that has been made in relation to 




the Community Centre Review be noted.




(ii)
That the proposals for the rationalisation and 





development of community facilities on the Springwell 



Estate involving the redevelopment of the Community 




Centre and provision of all community activities from 




this facility and the closure of the Activity Centre, be 




approved.

The above decisions have been made to support the implementation of the Community Centres Review.

C319
CO-ORDINATED ADMISSION SCHEMES FOR INFANT, JUNIOR, PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS FOR SEPTEMBER 2010


Consideration has been given to the Co-ordinated Admissions Schemes for Primary 
and Secondary Schools that apply to applications for the first year of entry into 
Infant, Junior, Primary and Secondary schools from September 2010 and to 
proposals for the formulation of a new and separate co-ordinated admission 
scheme to co-ordinate the “In Year” admission process, that is in year transfers for 
all schools from September 2010.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the co-ordinated admission arrangements as set 




out in Appendices 2 and 3 (First year of entry from 




September 2010) be approved.

(ii) That the development of a co-ordinated admission scheme for the co-ordination of the “In Year” admission process to all Gateshead maintained secondary schools from September 2010 be approved.

The above decisions have been made to enable the Council to comply with government regulations relating to school admissions and co-ordinated admission arrangements.
C320
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS ADMISSIONS POLICIES – SEPTEMBER 2010


Consideration has been given to the Community Secondary Schools Admissions Policy (including Sixth Form Admissions Policy), the Community and controlled Primary Admission Policy and Planned Admission Numbers (PAN’s) for September 2010. 

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the proposed Community and Controlled Primary 




Admissions Policy, and Planned Admissions Numbers 




set out in Appendix 2 to the report be adopted for 





September 2010.

(ii) That the proposed Secondary School Admissions Policy, Sixth Form Admissions Policy and Planned Admissions Numbers set out in Appendix 3 to the report be adopted for September 2010.

(iii) That the waiting list procedures reflect top priority for pupils who are without a school place and who have been referred for admission via the In Year Fair Access Panel subject to it being noted that such pupils will not go above any child in public care who may also appear on the waiting list.

(iv)
That a review of school nursery admission 





arrangements be approved with a report being submitted 



to Cabinet before September 2009, which is prior to the 



commencement of the school nursery application round 



for 2010. 

(v) That the proposed Planned Admission Numbers for 



Caedmon and Cloverhill Primary schools be increased 




from 29 to 30 from September 2010. 

(vi) That the proposed Planned Admission Number for 



Thomas Hepburn Community Secondary School be 



reduced from 185 to160 and the proposed Planned 



Admission Number for Heworth Grange Comprehensive 


School be reduced from 240 to 220 from September 



2010.

(vii) That the approved admissions policies for September 




2010 be used as a basis of consultation with schools, 



Admissions Forum and others for formulating the 



relevant admissions policies from September 2011.


The above decisions have been made to ensure the Council complies with 
statutory legislation as it relates to school admissions policies and co-ordinated 
admission arrangements.
C321
WASTE MANAGEMENT PARTNERSHIP ARRANGEMENTS – SHORT TERM CONTRACT FOR WASTE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL

Consideration has been given to tenders received for the short-term contract for waste treatment and disposal. 

RESOLVED - 
That the tender from J & B Recycling Limited, Hartlepool be 



accepted subject to satisfactory minimum tonnage input levels.

The above decision has been made because following a comprehensive evaluation 
of all tenders received it is considered to be the most economically advantageous 
tender submitted.

C322
HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT 2009/10

Consideration has been given to a revised Housing Revenue Account for 2009/10 based on changes proposed by the Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) as a result of the economic downturn.
RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve:

(i) The acceptance of a revised Housing Subsidy Determination for 2009/10 on the basis currently proposed as part of the CLG consultation.

(ii) The revised recommended option for the average weekly rent increase of 3.1%.
(iii) The revised Housing Revenue Account as set out in Appendix 2 to the report.

The above decision has been made to enable the Council to set a Housing Revenue Account for 2009/10 which is in overall credit as required under the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (Part VI) and ensuring rent levels are maintained at affordable levels.
C323
THE DEVELOPMENT OF A JOINT LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 
CORE STRATEGY FOR GATESHEAD AND NEWCASTLE
Consideration has been given to the development of a Joint Local Development Framework Core Strategy for Gateshead and Newcastle.
The alternative options to those being recommended, but which were discounted, included continuing to prepare separate core strategies and preparing a joint core strategy but with the addition of a formal joint committee as part of the governance arrangements.


RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve:

(i) The preparation of a joint Core Strategy covering the authorities of Gateshead and Newcastle with governance of the arrangement via the Gateshead and Newcastle Partnership making recommendations to the two constituent councils, who will exercise full legal authority over the Core Strategy.

(ii) The delegation of authority to the Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader, Cabinet Member for Economy, Housing and Transport, and his support (the Spokesperson for Housing and the Spokesperson for Transport) to negotiate any formal Memorandum of Understanding/Legal agreement, develop the proposed working and constitutional arrangements that will be required to implement the arrangement and report this to Cabinet then Full Council for approval.

 


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To confirm this Authority’s commitment to this 




important strategic initiative.

(B) To ensure that the necessary arrangements can 



be put in place in an effective and timely manner 



but brought back to the proper forum for final 




ratification in accordance with the Council’s 




constitution.

C324
SALTWELL PLACE FUTURE INTERVENTION AREA PLAN


Consideration has been given to the Saltwell Place Future Intervention Area Plan 
and proposed changes to the Neighbourhood Action Plans for Bensham and 
Saltwell.

An alternative option to that being recommended, but which was discounted, 
included demolition. 

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the integration of 


the proposed changes to the Bensham and Saltwell 




Neighbourhood Action Plan namely, property and 




environmental improvement proposals within the area 



designated as Saltwell Place Future Intervention Area, 



comprising Rawling Road (including 6-76 (evens) and 63-137 


(odds), and Whitehall Road (including 276-340 (evens). 

 



and described in the plans attached as Appendices 3 and 4 to 



the report.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure that Gateshead realises its vision for 
local people living in good quality affordable 
homes, which meet their changing needs and are 
located within pleasant, safe and sustainable 
local communities.

(B) 
To secure an early as possible commencement of 
work and delivery within 2010/11, when 
alternative delivery arrangements will not be in 
place.

(C) 
To contribute to the Council and the 
Government’s sustainable communities agenda, 
and the delivery of the Bensham and Saltwell 
Neighbourhood Plan.

C325
HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE LICENSING FEES


Consideration has been given to the proposed variation in Hackney Carriage and 
Private Hire licensing fees and objections received following a statutory period of 
consultation on the proposed variations.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to delegate authority to the 


Chief Executive following consultation with the Leader to 



determine the outcome of this matter.


The above decision has been made to allow more time to consider the implications 
of the options available particularly with regard to the economic downturn and 
service provision.
C326
REVIEW OF MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

Consideration has been given to the findings of the Healthier Communities 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) on its Review of Mental Health and Well-
Being services in Gateshead.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the analysis of evidence and findings outlined in 





appendix 2 to the report be noted.

(ii)
That the recommendations arising from the Healthier 



Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s review 


as set out in appendix 2 to the report be endorsed.

(iii)
That thanks and appreciation to all those who 




contributed to the review be placed on record.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

To address the inequalities relating to mental health which exist in Gateshead and 

between Gateshead and the rest of England and improve the mental health and 


wellbeing experienced by Gateshead residents.
C327
GATESHEAD JOINT STRATEGIC NEEDS ASSESSMENT: REFRESH  


Consideration has been given to a refresh of the Gateshead Joint Strategic Needs 
Assessment (JSNA) for 2009.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the draft Key Points of the 2009 Refresh of the 




Gateshead JSNA be accepted for publication, along with 



the web based supporting analysis.




(ii)
That the JSNA Refresh inform the commissioning 




intentions of Community Based Services and Learning 



and Children’s Services for 2009/10.

(iii) That the JSNA be utilised in key strategies on spatial 



planning, housing, community safety and the Local Area 


Agreement 


(iv)
That further refresh reports on the JSNA be submitted to 


Cabinet as and when appropriate. 

 The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure that Community Based Services, 




Learning and Children’s Services and Primary 




Care Trust commissioning intentions are based 



on evidence of local need and effective 





interventions. 





(B)
To provide a clear set of strategic priorities 




related to health and inequalities in health for the 



members of the Gateshead Strategic Partnership. 






(C)
To ensure that Gateshead Council complies with 




the Local Government and Public Involvement in 




Health Act 2007.

C328
GATESHEAD ADULT DRUG TREATMENT PLAN 2009/10


Consideration has been given to the Adult Drug Treatment Plan 2009/10.

RESOLVED -
That the Adult Drug Treatment Plan 2009/10 be endorsed for 


submission by the Safer, Stronger Communities and Culture 



Partnership to the National Treatment Agency.

The above decision has been made because it is a requirement that the Partnership produces an Adult Treatment Plan. 

C329
RESOURCE ALLOCATION SYSTEM (RAS) FOR ADULT SOCIAL CARE

Consideration has been given to the Resource Allocation System pilot proposals and the progress made on Personal Budgets.  Consideration has also been given to the eligibility criteria for Adult Social Care Services under Fair Access to Care.

RESOLVED -          (i)
That the draft Resource Allocation System (RAS) Policy Framework and the continued application of the Fair Access to Care Strategy eligibility criteria of critical and substantial be approved.

(ii) That the RAS pilot proposals and continued roll out of personal budgets be approved

(iii) That a further report be submitted to Cabinet following the evaluation of the RAS pilot recommending a final RAS Policy Framework

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To continue the transformation of adult social care to a model which maximises an individual’s choice and control to achieve better outcomes.

(B) To ensure available resources are allocated fairly in a transparent way to individuals on the basis of assessed eligible needs regardless of gender, age, ethnicity or disability.

(C) To support the implementation of personal budgets and meet the target for the performance indicator NI 130.

C330
SAFER GATESHEAD PARTNERSHIP PLAN 2009 REFRESH

Consideration has been given to the Safer Gateshead Partnership Plan 2009 Refresh.

RESOLVED -
That the Safer Gateshead Partnership Plan refresh be approved.

The above decision has been made because it is a statutory duty that the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership produce an annual Partnership Plan.

C331
OUTCOMES OF THE GATESHEAD HOUSING COMPANY INSPECTION

Consideration has been given to the results of the inspection of The Gateshead Housing Company and the formal response to the Audit Commission.

RESOLVED -
That the excellent results of the inspection be noted and that the response submitted to the Audit Commission be endorsed.

The above decision has been made in order to further progress the recommendations made by the inspectorate.

C332
THE GATESHEAD HOUSING COMPANY MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION – PROPOSED AMENDMENTS


Consideration has been given to the suggested changes to The Gateshead Housing Company Memorandum of Association.  

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the proposed changes to The Gateshead Housing 

Company (TGHC) Memorandum of Association be approved.

(ii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate 

Services confirm approval of the changes by signing a TGHC written resolution in respect of the changes.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To allow TGHC the appropriate freedom and flexibility to take the development of the organisation forward, especially in the light of the proposal to build new properties for rent and for sale and to manage properties on behalf of other landlords.

(B) To allow TGHC to increase its support of housing amenities, services, regeneration and also with the provision of affordable and sustainable housing stock.

C333
HEATHFIELD HOUSE

Consideration has been given to the options available for the future of Heathfield House.


Alternative options to that being recommended, but which were discounted, 
included carrying out Decent Homes and Disability Discrimination Act works to bring 
the properties up to standard; selling the property to a Registered Social Landlord 
and selling the void property and outbuildings to part finance the cost of refurbishing 
the building.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That approval be given to selling the property on the 





open market at an appropriate time, to a developer with 




a requirement that the developer would carry out the 





necessary repairs and then dispose of the property to an 




individual who intends to use it as their only or principal 




home subject to it being noted that this can only be 





achieved if current tenants are re-housed and the 





property sold to the developer with vacant possession 




and the following requirements applying:

(a) Assisting existing tenants to find suitable alternative accommodation and paying home loss and disturbance payments to eligible households;

(b) Taking properties out of debit; 

(c) Marketing the building and selling the building and grounds with the requirements specified above;

(d) Using the capital receipt to invest in Council priorities.

 





(ii)
That the timing of the sale of Heathfield House be 





delegated to the Head of Property Services following 





consultation with the Cabinet Member for Economy, 





Housing and Transport and Group Director, Community 




Based Services.


The above decisions have been made to ensure the best use of Council resources.  

C334
THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN IN ENGLAND: A PROGRESS REPORT

Consideration has been given to the proposal to produce a local action plan for safeguarding children in Gateshead, following the Department for Children, Schools and Families’ forthcoming detailed response to Lord Laming’s progress report on implementing effective safeguarding arrangements.



RESOLVED -
(i)
That the development of an action plan be approved

(ii)
That a further report be submitted to Cabinet detailing the action plan.

The above decision has been made in order to ensure further improvement in services and strengthen the arrangements currently in place to protect children from harm.

C335
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS 


Consideration has been given to the appointment of Local Authority School 
Governors to schools where vacancies have arisen on Governing Bodies.


RESOLVED -
That the appointment of the following local authority school 




governors to schools where there are vacancies for a period of 



four years from the date indicated be approved:

	School
	Appointment

	Date from


	Birtley, St Joseph’s Infant
	Cllr P Foy
	21.4.09

	Joseph Swan


	Mr D Haygarth
	21.4.09



The above decision has been made to ensure School Governing Bodies have full 
membership.

C336
COUNCIL TAX AND NATIONAL NON DOMESTIC RATES – TRANSFER OF UNCOLLECTABLE AMOUNTS

Consideration has been given to transfer of outstanding balances from Council Tax and National Non Domestic Rate accounts, where all possible recovery action has been taken.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the action taken under delegated powers to transfer 

2198 accounts totalling £107,430.16 in respect of Council Tax and 66 accounts totalling £6726.47 in respect of National Non Domestic Rate accounts be noted.

(ii)
That the transfer of 410 accounts in respect of Council Tax balances totalling £206,283.98, and 223 accounts of National Non Domestic Rates totalling £516,160.78 be approved.

The above decisions have been made to ensure the effective management of the Council’s resources.

C337
PETITIONS SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to an update on petitions submitted to the Council 
and the action taken on them.

RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them 


be noted.


The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of the progress of the 
petitions.
C338
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION



Consideration has been given to the following proposed responses to consultation
· ‘A National Flood Emergency Framework’ – The Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
· Community Empowerment Discussion Paper – 
Museums Libraries and 
Archives Council
· The Government’s consultation on proposed amendments to the Carbon 
Emissions Reduction Target 2008-2011 - Department of Energy and Climate 
Change
RESOLVED -
That the response to the consultations as set out in appendices 1-3 be approved. 


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute a response 
to the consultations.

C339
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C340
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C341
CONSULTATION WITH RESIDENTS IN COUNCIL SHELTERED SCHEMES ON FUTURE HOUSING OPTIONS (Paragraph 1)

Consideration has been given to carrying out Decent Homes and Disabilities Act work to East Lea and to carry out further consultation with the other council sheltered schemes on future housing options. 

RESOLVED -
(i)
That Decent Homes work to East Lea be carried out.

(ii) That consultation be carried out with residents in McErlane Square, the Lonnen, Birtley Villas and Pleasant Place on future options for the schemes with a view to reporting back the findings and a recommended programme of action to Cabinet in September 2009

(iii) That the possibility of developing new provision for older people in Dunston, Sunniside and Whickham be examined.

(iv) That consultation take place with residents in West Park, Victoria House in Derwentside, Lyndholme and Sunhill in 2010 when possibilities for reprovision have been considered and housing options for residents are clearer.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that the Council continues to deliver the objectives of the Housing Strategy for Older People 2007 - 2012

(B) To ensure Council accommodation continues to meet the future needs and aspirations of older people.

(C) To ensure that investment is targeted to accommodation that is sustainable

(D) To meet the Audit Commission’s recommendations following their inspection of The Gateshead Housing Company in November 2008.


PROPERTY TRANSACTION: BEWICK ROAD – FREEHOLD LAND EXCHANGE

Item withdrawn

C342
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS: SURPLUS DECLARATIONS (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to surplus property declarations.


RESOLVED -
That the Swalwell Depot, Swalwell Bank and St James Village 





Hall, Sunderland Road, be declared surplus to requirements.
The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To manage resources.




(B)
To rationalise the Council’s landholdings.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 23 April 2009

Chair…………………..
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