NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

2 DECEMBER 2002   

PRESENT:

Councillor Laing (Chair)




Councillors Darke, Foster, Napier, Packham and Thompson

Mr Avery, Mr Brown, Mrs Brunton, Mr Gordon, Mrs Guy and 

Dr Mahmood

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Henry and Waggott and Mrs Pearson

11. MINUTES
RESOLVED - 
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 16 September 2002 be approved as a correct record.

12. CUSTODY VISITING WORKING GROUP
The Authority has previously agreed to establish a working group to look at the implications of Home Office Circular 15/2001 relating to Custody Visiting (Minute No 43 2001/02).

The minutes of the Custody Visiting Working Group meeting held on 23 September 2002 were submitted.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

13. RECRUITMENT CAMPAIGN FOR CUSTODY VISITORS – UPDATE 
The Authority has previously agreed the Custody Visiting Working Group’s proposals for revised arrangements for the Independent Custody Visiting Scheme (Minute No 198 2001/02) and a recruitment campaign was launched in October 2002.

Articles were placed in a variety of newspapers across the Authority’s area, the Chair and other representatives of the Authority were interviewed by the media and a leaflet promoting custody visiting has also been widely distributed in police and public buildings and information was included on the Authority’s website.  However, despite this publicity only ten application forms have been returned.

Five Authority Members and two Panel Co-ordinators have now received training on interviewing techniques to assist them in the appointments process.  Interviews will take place on 4 and 5 December 2002, and successful candidates will be trained on 9 or 12 December 2002 so that they can be fully introduced into the scheme from January 2003.

The Interviewing Panel Members have made the following suggestions to try and increase the number of Custody Visitors in the short term:

· Re-run the series of articles in the newspapers and include an invitation for people to come along on the interview dates to hear about the scheme and leave their details to be contacted further.

· Send information about the Custody Visiting Scheme to Universities etc, to see if there is any interest among students who may have to do community work as part of their courses.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the progress of the Custody Visitor 





recruitment campaign be noted;

(ii) That the appointment arrangements for the Custody Visitor applications be noted;

(iii) That the additional proposals put forward by the Interviewing Panel Members be implemented; 

(iv) That consideration be given to sending a leaflet to all households and businesses in the North Northumberland area to attract new custody visitors.

14. POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS
Schedules of issues raised at Police and Community Forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were presented.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted;

(ii) That disabled access to buildings be taken into account when booking venues for Forum meetings.

15. CUSTODY VISITING TO POLICE STATIONS SCHEME
A schedule of custody visits for the period 11 September – 10 November 2002 was submitted.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

