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COUNCIL MEETING
5 March 2009
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ACT 2004

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive

Mike Barker, Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This report proposes that the Council approve the redesignation of the statutory Traffic Manager role within the Council’s Transport and Highways Service and the Council’s emerging Network Management Plan.

2. The Traffic Management Act received Royal Assent in July 2004.  A key element of the Act is the requirement to appoint a Traffic Manager. Within Gateshead the Group Director, Development and Enterprise was designated as the Traffic Manager as an interim measure.
3. It is proposed that the Traffic Planning Manager post should be designated as and fulfil the role of the Council’s Traffic Manager. Subject to the requisite approval therefore the Group Director, Director and Enterprise will relinquish the statutory position of the Council’s Traffic Manager. The position will be assumed by the Traffic Planning Manager who will undertake the associated responsibilities. The post holder’s title will accordingly be amended to ‘Traffic Manager.’
4. Council is also asked to consider the Network Management Plan which has been developed to establish and consolidate protocols and working practices to ensure that the Council perform the Network Management duty satisfactorily. The Plan also highlights the key transport corridors across the Borough and seeks to monitor and influence use of these corridors by all transport modes.
5. The Cabinet fully considered all of the facts and issues arising from the report including alternative options. The Cabinet took all the relevant advice before formulating their recommendations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

6. The Cabinet recommends that Council:
(i)
Approve the designation of the Traffic Planning Manager’s post within the Transport and Highways Service as the Council’s statutory Traffic Manager and recommends Council to amend the Constitution accordingly to reflect this change in delegation;

(ii)
Approve the Policy Statement setting out the high level aims and objectives of the Network Management Plan;

(iii)
Approve the emerging Network Management Plan as set out in the report as a live document which will be subject to ongoing development in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Economy, Housing and Transport.
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