
[image: image1.png]





COUNCIL MEETING
5 MARCH 2009
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 22 JANUARY 2009
MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR M CHAPLIN) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
A Armstrong, RWAL Beadle, D Boyes, CA Bradley, M Brain, 

N Callender, B Coates, PT Craig, S Craig, SE Danys, W Dick, P Dillon, K Dodds, C Donovan, F Donovan, J Eagle, E Earl, 
K Ferdinand, M K Foy, P Foy, M Gannon, B Goldsworthy, 
M Goldsworthy, A Graham, M W Graham, T Graham, 
J S Green, L Green, G Haley, J Hamilton, M F Henry, 

M Hood, S K King, J Lee, PJ Maughan, J McClurey, 
J McElroy, C McHatton, P McNally, Y McNicol, J I Mearns, 
J Mitchinson, P Mole, R D Napier, B Oliphant, C Ord, M Ord, B D Osborne, B Richmond, I Rippeth, N Rippeth, P Ronan, 
S Ronchetti, R G Stanaway, J Wallace, M Wallace, 

N Weatherley and K Wood.
APOLOGIES: 
D Anderson, D Bollands, A Chatto, F Hindle, M McNestry, 
I Patterson and J Turnbull
Reverend Valerie Sheddon from St Mary’s Church, Heworth gave the opening address.
CL/78

MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 11 December 2008 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

CL/79

ALDERMAN J HATTAM

A minute’s silence was observed in memory of the late Alderman J Hattam.

CL/80

PETITIONS
A petition was submitted to the Council as follows:

Councillor B Richmond- 
A petition from residents requesting a facility on the Beacon Lough Estate to used as a drop in or youth centre for all ages to be used as a community base.
RESOLVED - 
That the petition be received and dealt with according to Council procedure.
CL/81
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH ANNUAL REPORT
Alyson Learmonth, Director of Public Health presented the Director of Public Health Annual Report for 2007/08.
CL/82

HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT 2009/10
The proposed Housing Revenue Account 2009/10 was presented to the Council for consideration.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the average weekly rent increase of 6.3% as set 
out in appendix 1 of the report be approved;

(ii) That the Housing Revenue Account as set out in appendix 2 be approved;

(iii) That fees and charges be increased as shown in appendix 3, with effect from 1 April 2009, and;

(iv) That consideration of the proposal to consult on increasing the number of rent “free” weeks from two to three be deferred pending investigation of the issues involved.  

CL/83

REPORT OF THE CABINET
The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

The Leader also reported on the following issues:

Gateshead College – The college has recently been ranked among the top 20 colleges in the country after gaining spectacular grades in a recent Ofsted Inspection.  The inspection ranked the college as ‘outstanding’.
GCSE Results - Gateshead schools have again, achieved excellent results in the latest Secondary and Post-16 Achievement and Attainment tables published by government. The number of pupils receiving five A* to C grades at GCSE has risen to 75%, making Gateshead the fourth best local authority in the country and the top performing council in the North East.
Gateshead Health NHS Trust – The Trust has been rated best of its scale in country.  The Trust has won the Medium Sized Trust of the Year category in the Dr Foster Good Hospital Guide, a nationally recognised award that judges and rates hospitals against the same criteria.
RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.
NOTICE OF MOTION
Item withdrawn
(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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