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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
12 February 2009
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Archives self-assessment 2008
REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Director of Culture and Communities
 

Purpose of the Report
To inform the committee of the outcome of the 2008 self-assessment exercise

 

Background

1. The 2008 self-assessment exercise for local authority archives was the third initiated by the National Archives, including the 2006 pilot exercise, which was in a slightly different form.

2. Tyne & Wear Archives Service was assessed as a one-star service in the 2006 pilot and two-star in 2007.

2008 results

3. Although participation in the assessment is voluntary, 90% of local authority archives took part in 2008, and the sector is strongly represented on a Panel that reviews and moderates the results.

4. The 2008 questionnaire was broadly similar to 2007 thus enabling direct comparison for the first time, but the star ratings were amended in line with those used by the Audit Commission; the former no-star rating was abolished.

5. Tyne & Wear Archives Service was rated as a three-star service, the same as 2007’s two-star, with the additional comment that the service was likely to improve further. 54 services were judged in this category, with 54 likely neither to improve nor deteriorate and 5 at risk of deterioration.

6. Detailed scores in each section, a comparison with 2007’s results and with the region, other county services and the average are given in the appendix.

7. Relatively poor scoring in the governance section relates primarily to the following areas, some of which may be addressed by the forthcoming merger with Tyne & Wear Museums, but others of which are more deep-rooted.

· Budgetary provision

· Long-term business planning

· Absence of some written policies

· Inherent difficulty of direct linking with eg LAA objectives of five local authorities

Recommendation

8. The committee is recommended to note the report. 

Alternative Options

9.  There is no alternative option at present.

CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  

Appendix

	
	Score for your service
	Average score in North-East region
	Average score of county services
	Average score in the UK

	Section 1: governance


	54.5% (53.5%)
	64% (62%)
	73.5% (71.5%)
	62.0% (64.0%)

	Section 2: documentation of collections
	68.5% (60.5%)
	66.5% (57%)
	66.5% (64%)
	59.0% (57.0%)

	Section 3: access and outreach services
	65.5% (63%)
	66% (58%)
	64.5% (58.5%)
	57.0% (52.5%)

	Section 4: preservation and conservation
	74.5% (69%)
	72.5% (69%)
	76% (74%)
	65.0% (62.0%)

	Section 5: buildings, security and environment
	65.5% (58%)
	74% (64.5%)
	71% (67%)
	64.5% (60.5%)

	Overall score


	65% (61%)
	68.5% (61.5%)
	69% (65.5%)
	61.0% (58.0%)
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