
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

27 January 2009

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Donovan, L Green, McElroy, Mearns, Mole and Napier
Apologies for Absence: Councillor Bollands, MW Graham and McNestry

ALDERMAN L CARR



A minute’s silence was observed in memory of the late Alderman Carr.

RESIDENTS OF CORROWFELL GARDENS, FELLING


A spokesperson for residents of Corrowfell Gardens was allowed to make a statement regarding the Council’s proposed acquisition of the former Morrisons Distribution Depot at Abbotsford Road, Felling, that was to be considered by Cabinet at this meeting.  

C225
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 13 January 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair subject to the deletion of the names of Councillors McNestry, Mearns and Mole from the list of members present. 

C226
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2008/09 – THIRD QUARTER REVIEW 

Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2008/09 capital budget and prudential indicators at the end of the third quarter to 31 December 2008.

RESOLVED -
That Council be recommended to approve:

(i) The variations to the 2008/09 capital programme as detailed in appendix 2 as the revised programme.

(ii) That the phasing of schemes funded by capital receipts continues to be managed by the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT following consultation with the appropriate Group or Strategic Director.

(iii) The financing of the revised programme.

(iv) That the capital expenditure and capital financing requirement indicators have been revised in line with the revised budget and that none of the other approved Prudential Indicators set for 2008/09 have been breached.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To accommodate changes to the Council’s 
in year capital expenditure plans.

(B) 
To ensure the optimum use of the 
Council’s capital resources in 2008/09.






(C)
To ensure performance has remained 





within the approved prudential limits.

C227
REVENUE BUDGET MONITORING 2008/09



Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2008/09 revenue budget 
at the end of the third quarter to 31 December 2008.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Council’s revenue expenditure position at 31 




December 2008 as set out in appendix 2 to the report be 



noted.




(ii)
That the projected outturn of £215.863m be approved as 



the revised estimate for 2008/09.


The above decision has been made to contribute to the sound financial management of the Council.

C228
EFFICIENCY AND VALUE FOR MONEY STRATEGY 2008-2011

Consideration has been given to the Efficiency and Value for Money Strategy which sets out a framework and approach to efficiency and value for money within the Council for the period 2008/09 to 2010/11.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Efficiency and Value for Money Strategy as set 



out in appendix 2 to the report be approved.




(ii)
That the position statement against the 2008/09 




efficiency target to 31 December 2008 be noted.




(iii)
That the report be referred to the Corporate Vitality 




Overview and Scrutiny Committee for consideration.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To help ensure that Council services are 
delivered efficiently and provide value for money.

(B) 
To meet the Council requirement to achieve 
efficiency gains of at least 3% per annum.

C229
“A FIRST CLASS EDUCATION” – A STRATEGIC PLAN TO RAISE THE EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT OF LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN IN GATESHEAD


Consideration has been given to the strategic plan for raising the educational 
achievement of looked after children, “A First Class Education” and the outcome of 
consultation on the plan.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the outcome of consultation be noted.






(ii)
“A First Class Education”, the strategic plan for raising 





the educational achievement of looked after children in 





Gateshead, be approved.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure the Council fulfils its statutory duty 
under section 52 of the Children Act 2004 to 
promote the educational achievement of looked 
after children.

(B) 
To support the Director of Children’s Services and 
Lead Member for children and young people to 
discharge their responsibility for improving the 
educational outcomes of looked after children.





(C)
To enable the Council, as corporate parent, to 





ensure that looked after children and young 





people receive a first class education.

C230
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of Local Authority School Governors to schools where vacancies have arisen in accordance with Regulation 6 of The School Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 2003.

RESOLVED -  
That the appointment of the following Local Authority School 



Governors for a period of four years from the date indicated, be 


approved.


	School


	Appointment


	Date from



	Ryton Comprehensive
	Mr W Purvis
	27.1.09



	Oakfield Jnr
	Cllr M Goldsworthy


	8.2.09

	Lingey House Primary
	Mrs C Najafi


	8.2.09

	Bede Primary


	Mr K Childs
	8.2.09


The above decision has been made to ensure school governing bodies have full membership.
 

C231
DELIVERY OF PRIMARY CAPITAL PROGRAMME

Consideration has been given to the proposed management and procurement of the delivery of the Primary Capital Programme.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Local Education Partnership be commissioned 



to coordinate and manage the delivery of the new and 



refurbished/extended schools, due to the need to 




integrate the education vision throughout those projects.

(ii) That the Local Education Partnership deliver visioning and ongoing project management in respect of the Barley Mow, Front Street and St Agness/Kepier Chare projects, including design and construction, utilising an appropriate supply team.
(iii) That the Local Education Partnership deliver visioning and ongoing project management for the extension and refurbishment projects at Emmaville, Eslington, Ravensworth, Crookhill, Birtley East, Greenside and Swalwell Primary Schools with the design and construction of these projects carried out by the Council’s in-house design and construction services.
(iv) That in view of education not forming any part of maintenance projects, such projects be delivered through the Council’s in-house design and construction services.


 

(v) That the management of the programme on behalf of the Council be by a Project Board comprising Learning & Children, Finance & ICT, Legal & Corporate Services and Property Services with Learning and Children as “project owner” chairing the board and day to day management of all of the projects being the responsibility of Learning & Children as “project sponsor” and Property Services as “project manager”.

(vi) That arrangements be made for a presentation on the achievements to date of the South Tyneside and Gateshead Building Schools for the Future Local Education Partnership and it be noted that the contribution of the Council’s Capital Programme to the local economy will be included in the presentation to the Members’ Seminar on 4 February 2009.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To enable the Council to deliver the Primary 
Capital Programme. 

(B) 
To ensure the effective use of resources.

(C) 
To raise awareness of progress that is being 
made in improving the physical infrastructure of 
schools and the positive impact this has on the 
learning environment. 

C232
DELIVERY OF THE REDEVELOPMENT OF GATESHEAD INTERNATIONAL 
STADIUM


Consideration has been given to using the SCAPE National Procurement 
Framework to support the delivery of the redevelopment of Gateshead International 
Stadium.

RESOLVED - 
That the engagement of Willmott Dixon through the SCAPE 



National Procurement Framework for the delivery of the next 


phase of redevelopment of Gateshead International Stadium.


The above decision has been made to meet the timetable and competition requirements and access funding to progress the redevelopment of Gateshead International Stadium.

C233
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION

Consideration has been given to responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED -
That the responses to the following consultations as set out in 


appendices 1 and 2 to the report be endorsed:

· Lowering the Voting Age 
· The Role and Responsibilities of the Lead Member for 



Children’s Services 
and the Director of Children’s 




Services 

The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute responses 
to the consultations.
C234
PETITIONS SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to an update on petitions submitted to the Council 
and the action taken on them.

RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be 


noted.


The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of the progress of the 
petitions.

C235
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C237
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 





consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of schedule 12A to the Local Government 


Act 1972.

C238
LEASEHOLD DISPOSAL OF LAND AND BUILDINGS AT TRINITY SQUARE, GATESHEAD (PARAGRAPH 3)


Consideration has been given to property transactions to facilitate the 
redevelopment of Trinity Square, Gateshead.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the acceptance of surrender of the existing Tesco 



leases at Trinity Square, taking a transfer of the Tesco 



freehold offered by Tesco and the granting of a new 




lease to Spenn Hill on the main terms outlined in the 




report and in accordance with Sections 227 and 233 of 



the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and Section 



122 of the Local Government Act 1972, be approved. 




(ii)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate 




Services following consultation with the Group Director, 



Development and Enterprise and the Strategic Director, 



Finance and ICT be given delegated authority to 




negotiate and agree all ancillary terms to facilitate the 




development.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To enable the redevelopment of the existing 
Trinity Square and Tesco store and car park and 
thus further the regeneration proposals for the 
town centre. 

(B)

To help implement the Fit for a City, the 
Gateshead Centre Regeneration Delivery 
Strategy (2008), and the adopted Town Centre 
Planning Strategy (2007).

C239
PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF THE FORMER MORRISONS DISTRIBUTION 
DEPOT OFF ABBOTSFORD ROAD, FELLING (PARAGRAPH 3)


Consideration has been given to the freehold acquisition of the former Morrisons Distribution Depot located off Abbotsford Road, Felling.

RESOLVED - 
That the freehold acquisition of the former Morrisons 




Distribution Depot on the terms and conditions set out in the 



report be approved.

(A) 
To provide the Council with a reference site to 
make available to the South Tyne and Wear 
Waste Management Partnership and then, if 
approved to Bidders for the purposes of the waste 
treatment procurement (but always subject to 
planning permission and statutory consultation 
with the public).





(B)
To provide the Council with a site for other 





strategic uses (including as a site to relocate 





current Local Environmental Services facilities 





and as an extension to the Heworth Metro Station 




Park & Ride) should the site not be required 





within the procurement or should planning 





permission be refused.

C240
PROCUREMENT OF NEW LEISURE FACILITIES AT GATESHEAD 
INTERNATIONAL STADIUM (PARAGRAPH 3)

Consideration has been given to the principle of sale of land by way of a long lease at Gateshead International Stadium, at less than market value to facilitate the procurement of new leisure facilities.

RESOLVED - 
That the sale of land at Gateshead International Stadium at 



less than market value be approved in principle, the details of 


which will be the subject of a further report.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure the effective use of resources.

(B) 
To ensure that where appropriate, investment in 
support of Council priorities can be delivered.

(C) 
To meet strategic objectives.





(D)
To encourage external investment into the 





Borough.

C241
SALE OF CHOWDEAN LODGE – REVISED OFFER (PARAGRAPH 3)


Consideration has been given to amending the terms of a previously approved sale 
of Chowdean Lodge, Lodges Road, Low Fell.


RESOLVED - 
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise following 



consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT be 




authorised to negotiate a reduction in sale price as set out in 




the report, following the results of a site investigation survey 




and the identification of any other justifiable non scheme 




specific abnormals.

C242
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (PARAGRAPH 3)


Consideration has been given to two lease renewals.


RESOLVED -
That the following lease renewals be approved on the terms 




and conditions set out in the report:

· Shop – 146 Balmoral Drive, Felling – Mr SW Ho

· Units 13,15,17 Baltic Road Industrial Estate – DGS Group Limited

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 14 January 2009
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