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COUNCIL MEETING
22 JANUARY 2009
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 11 DECEMBER 2008

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR M CHAPLIN) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
A Armstrong, RWAL Beadle, D Boyes, CA Bradley, M Brain, 

N Callender, A E I Chatto, B Coates, PT Craig, S Craig, S E Danys, W Dick, P Dillon, K Dodds, C Donovan, F Donovan, E Earl, K Ferdinand, M K Foy, P Foy,  B Goldsworthy, 
M Goldsworthy, M W Graham, T Graham, J S Green, 
L Green, G Haley, J Hamilton, M F Henry, F Hindle, M Hood, S K King, J Lee, J McClurey, J McElroy, C McHatton, 
P McNally, M McNestry, Y McNicol, J I Mearns, J Mitchinson, P Mole, R D Napier, B Oliphant, M Ord, B D Osborne, 
B Richmond, I Rippeth, N Rippeth, P Ronan, S Ronchetti, R G Stanaway and K Wood.
APOLOGIES

D Anderson, D Bollands, J Eagle, M Gannon, P J Maughan and C Ord
Mohamed Bilal gave the opening address.  Pupils from Chopwell Primary School performed a song.
CL/70

MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the Special meeting and ordinary meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 6 November 2008 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

CL/71

100% Attendance

The Mayor presented a certificate and gift voucher to a number of young people who have achieved 100% attendance at school. 

CL/72

OFSTED
The Cabinet Member with responsibility for Children and Young People gave an update in relation to recent Ofsted findings in schools across the borough.  

CL/73
HEADSTART INITIATIVE
It was reported that the Council have received a reward in recognition of the Headstart initiative, which gained an award in the pre-14 learning category of the National Careers Awards.  The award is recognition of excellence within the field of careers education and guidance in Gateshead.
CL/74
PRESENTATION BY TYNE AND WEAR FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE
A presentation was given by Joy Brindle, Assistant Chief Fire Officer, Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Service on the role of the Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Service.
CL/75
PETITIONS

Petitions were submitted to the Council as follows:

Councillor C Donovan- 
Petition from residents objecting the proposal of a bus lane.
Councillor A Armstrong-
Petition protesting against the loss of the 51/52 bus service.
RESOLVED - 
That the petitions be received and dealt with according to Council procedure.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 – SECTION 85

Item withdrawn.
CL/76
REPORT OF THE CABINET
The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.
The Leader also reported that the has asked the Chief Executive to bring forward a report to a future Cabinet meeting on how the Council may assist and support the people and businesses within the borough during this period of financial hardship.
RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.
CL/77
NOTICE OF MOTION
Councillor M Henry moved the following motion:

This Council notes the progress made in the Sunderland Road Pilot Area for the Licensing of Private Sector Landlords which was introduced following the Council’s campaign for greater levels of regulation in the private housing rented sector.

It further notes and welcomes the improvements being brought about in areas of Gateshead, with predominantly older housing stock, through the Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder “Bridging NewcastleGateshead”.

However, the Council acknowledges that there are properties which need improvement in these and surrounding areas where the landlords have remained outside of the Council’s voluntary housing accreditation scheme. In addition, there are also problems associated with property deterioration in other areas of the Borough in the largely unregulated private rented sector.

The Council considers this to be an appropriate time, given the significant amount of public investment in housing in the Borough, to further stabilise the housing market by extending and enhancing the measures at the disposal of the Council to implement the full regulation and licensing of all private rented housing sector landlords in the whole of Gateshead.

The Council, therefore, supports representations being made to the Department for Communities and Local Government and the Borough’s Members of Parliament requesting that local authorities be given powers to implement the full regulation and licensing of all private rented housing sector landlords.’

On the motion being put, it was declared to be carried.
(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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