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CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

24 JULY 2008

PRESENT:

Inspector B Gilroy, Inspector R Hall, J Walker, M Walker, 




L Miller, T Purvis, R Kirkcaldy, J Saint, M Hardy, A Jones 




and B Wilson

APOLOGIES:
N Smith and Chief Inspector S Readdie

1.
MINUTES


The minutes of the last meeting on 17 April 2008 were agreed.

2.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

(i) Three new independent custody visitors have recently been 

interviewed. The two that have received their training are to be appointed to the Newcastle Panel.

(ii) The issue of the custody staff at Berwick still not being aware of the trial arrangements with the independent custody visitors introducing themselves to the detainees was to be pursued.

(iii) The force policy states that a detainee may, at the custody officer’s discretion, have meals supplied by their family or friends at their own expense. Pre-packed meals are provided in custody suites for all faiths. The meals nearing the sell by date in rural suites could be swapped with meals from the main stations.

(iv) Hexham, Alnwick and Berwick custody suites will open at weekends during the summer. Gateshead custody suite will be closed from 25 August to 8 September with the detainees being transferred to Whickham and Byker.

(v) The meeting papers can be emailed to some panel co-ordinators but those without computers will receive them by post.

3.
RECOGNITION OF LONG SERVICE OF INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS


The Citizen Focus Committee has agreed proposals for bronze, silver and gold certificates for ten, fifteen and twenty years of service as an independent custody visitor respectively. The Authority is looking to design its own certificates.

The presentation of the long service awards could be made at the independent custody visitors’ seminars and panel meetings.  The Chief Constable’s presentation of awards evening was also suggested but it was questioned whether this was independent enough.

4.
ICVA EXECUTIVE UPDATE 

M Hardy reported that the discussions on incorporating ICVA as a company limited by guarantee were deferred until the Home Office, ICVA and the Association of Police Authorities reach agreement on ICVA’s future role and its most appropriate governance and constitutional arrangements.

As the timescales for any new structure and management arrangements for ICVA are unclear, the Authority has agreed to pay the 2008/09 ICVA membership fee.

The 2008 national conference is to be held in Stratford upon Avon on 1 November and the 2009 conference is provisionally agreed for 20 November in Tulliallan, Scotland.

5.
ICVA 2008 NATIONAL CONFERENCE

The above conference is to be held at the Holiday Inn, Stratford upon Avon on I November 2008. There are no plans for an evening reception the night before.

All custody visitors are to be asked if they are interested in attending the conference in the next newsletter. 

6.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITS – TRIAL SCHEME

An update on the trial scheme was given. During the period 1 February 2006 – 31 March 2007 before the trial scheme was introduced, the independent custody visitors saw 60 35% of those available to receive a visit.

In the trial scheme, from 1 April 2007 - 31 May 2008, the independent custody visitors saw 82.74% of those available to receive a visit.

The independent custody visitors generally considered that this was a better means of introduction than when it was done by the custody staff.

A final report on the trial scheme will be submitted to the Citizen Focus Committee on 29 September 2008.

7.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY 

The custody visits summary for 25 February – 30 May 2008 was submitted. 

8.
 PANEL ROUND UP

(i) At a recent visit to Gateshead, the independent custody visitors were not allowed to see a detainee because of concerns about cross examination. Under the code of practice for custody visiting, the Police may deny access to a specific detainee where they reasonably believe that such access could interfere with the process of justice.

(ii) The query on whether juveniles can give permission for indepnendent custody visitors to see their custody record was to be clarified.

(iii) It was suggested that hand wipes could be given to detainees when they cannot wash their hands.

(iv) There appears to be a shortage of sporks in custody suites. These have recently been introduced. They need to be collected back in to be re-used and not thrown out with the food cartons. This was being addressed.

(v) It was proposed that the new Police contact numbers be included in the next newsletter to independent custody visitors.

(vi) The independent custody visitors found cigarette ends in the exercise yard at North Shields. There is a strict no smoking policy in all Police premises. The issue of nicotine lozenges to detainees by the forensic medical examiner was being introduced.

(vii) The timescale for the appointment of replacement Police Authority Members for Northumberland was to be investigated.

(viii) The way the community beat manager for Whickham dealt with a question from independent custody visitors was praised.

(ix) The problem of the Custody Inspector not attending the custody visiting panel meetings at North Shields was to be pursued.

9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


Thursday, 16 October 2008 at 5.30pm

