CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

17 APRIL 2008

PRESENT:
Chief Inspector S Readdie, J Walker, M Walker, M Hardy, J Saint, R Kirkcaldy, T Purvis, L Miller, N Smith and

B Wilson

APOLOGIES:
A Jones and I Burns

1.
MINUTES


The minutes of the last meeting held on 17 January 2008 were agreed.

2.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

(i) Alan Jones had been unable to attend the meeting due to illness. It was agreed that best wishes be sent to him.

(ii) The fitting of privacy screens for the showers and replacement bin at Gateshead have been done. A coded lock for the kitchen area is to be installed.

(iii) The frequency of meetings at Millbank is to be increased.

3.
APPOINTMENT OF NEW INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS


Six new independent custody visitors have recently been appointed 


and received the necessary training.

It was agreed that the majority of the new independent custody visitors be appointed to the Newcastle Panel with the others to Gateshead and South East Northumberland.

4.
RECOGNITION OF LONG SERVICE OF INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS

As part of the consideration of the possible introduction of long service awards, all independent custody visitors have been asked to provide updated information so that a clearer picture could be obtained.

It was agreed that the details of those who have not returned the required information be given to the Panel Co-ordinators to chase up.

5.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA) UPDATE

M Hardy reported that the Home Office had agreed funding for ICVA for a further two years. The OPM independent report on the review of ICVA has also been published. 

Staffordshire has produced picture cue cards to help improve communication with detainees unable to speak English. There were concerns that the cue cards did not explain the role or purpose of independent custody visitors and the symbols used could mean different things in different countries which could cause confusion. The force interpretators’ service is already working successfully and it was considered that the cue cards were not needed. 

The Metropolitan force now uses a computerised custody record system. There were no plans to change the custody record system in this force.

ICVA is proposing that its Executive Committee with twenty one members is too big and should be reduced to twelve members appointed on a regional basis. M Hardy is to sit on the working group set up to explore the proposal.

The outcome of the consultation on new arrangements for access by independent custody visitors to Home Office prisoners in police custody under PSO 1801 was still awaited.

6.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY   

The custody visits summary for 16 December 2007 – 25 February 2008 was submitted. The Citizen Focus Committee has requested that the format for the provision of the information be reviewed to give more analysis of problems and trends.

7.
PANEL ROUND UP

(i) The custody staff at Berwick and North Shields was not aware of the trial arrangements with the independent custody visitors introducing themselves to detainees. Chief Inspector Readdie was to investigate.

(ii)
Chief Inspector Readdie was to check the force policy regarding the provision of food, etc to detainees from outside the police station.

(iii)
The reading material in the kitchen at North Shields, which included military handbooks, was considered inappropriate. Chief Inspector Readdie was to investigate.

(iv)
Whickham custody suite is only used for specific operations or for Home Office prisoners. The independent custody visitors should check when visiting Gateshead whether Whickham was being used.

(v) A request by independent custody visitors for a detainee who was vomiting on the floor to be moved or the cell cleaned up was declined by the custody staff. This would have depended on the individual circumstances and Chief Inspector Readdie agreed to investigate the matter.

(vi)
Consideration was to be given to providing police station staff with information on the independent custody visiting scheme and contact details for anyone interested in joining the scheme.

(vi) It was suggested that the papers for these meetings should be 

e mailed to the Panel Co-ordinators.

8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


Thursday, 17 July 2008 at 5.30pm
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