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SOUTH WEST NORTHUMBERLAND CUSTODY VISITOR PANEL
REPORT OF THE PANEL CO-ORDINATOR
ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT FOR PERIOD 1ST APRIL, 2007 TO 31ST MARCH, 2008.
The South West Northumberland Custody Visitor Panel covers the police station Hexham.
The panel consists of four experienced Custody Visitors. The Custody Visitors have continued to
undertake their duties with enthusiasm, diligence and commitment, despite a low number of
detainees in custody. During the trial period Custody Visitors agreed to undertake visits using the

procedure change,despite some visitors expressing concerns.

Unannounced visits to the Custody Suite at Hexham Police Station during the year to 31% March,
2008 were:

Total Number of visits 24
Persons in Custody 02
Persons Visited 01
Refused 01

Two panel meetings were held during the year, on 18" May, 2007 and 10" March, 2008, at
Hexham Police Station. A police officer was only available to attend one meeting during the current
year. The Police Authority representatives attended the meetings and gave valuable input.

Mr. M. Hardy, ICVA representative for Northumbria Police Authority, attended one meeting due to
a prior engagement on the other occasion. His commitment to attend the National meetings of ICVA
and subsequent dissemination of information ensures Panel Co-ordinators are fully informed of
decisions and on-going matters under discussion.

Two Custody Visitors attended the ICVA Conference at Alton Towers, Staffordshire, on 16%/17th
November, 2007. The venue was large enough to take all delegates and therefore was an excellent
choice. Custody Visitors left the Conference more knowledgable because the topics were well-
chosen and the speakers were interesting and articulate. Following the Welcome Session on the
Friday evenving, Mr. Hardy, ICVA representative, arranged a meal for the delegates from
Northumbria which was an excellent idea and allowed the delegates to meet socially.

During the past year I have attended the Panel Co-ordinators' meetings which are held quarterly.
Also invitations were taken up to attend the Citizens Focus Group meetings, to observe or when
invited to provide input. These sources allow feedback of valuable information to Panel members.

Panel members appreciated the Police Authority decision to continue allocation of funds to permit
Custody Visitors to enjoy an annual social occasion. An invitation to join with the Newcastle Panel
was accepted and two members of South West Northumberland Panel went to Paco's Restaurant, in
the Gibside Hotel, Whickham. Social interaction with another panel increases knowledge on many
subjects including custody visiting and helps to keep up the high standards.

I'wish to thank all the Panel Visitors who have continued to show enthusiasm and efficiency while



[image: image2.png]carrying out their duties on a regular basis. The Panel extend their gratitude to those at Hexham
Police Station who provide support during the year - Adminstration for arranging meetings and
providing refreshments, Custody Suite staff for their excellent co-operation during visits and
Inspector K. Oates for his assistance.

Thanks are extended to C.Cllr. L. Thompson and C.Cllr. W. Purdue the Police Authority
representatives for their valuable assistance over the years.

Thanks are due to Police Authority members and especially to administrative staff, Brian Wilson
and Ian Burns, for their continued support, kindness and patience. Their assistance is much
appreciated and ensures the Northumbria Police Authority Independent Custody Visiting Scheme
continues to in an independent and effective manner.

Michael J. Waléér o

South West Northumberland Panel Co-ordinator





