NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

NORTH TYNESIDE COMMAND AREA

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2007

REPORT WRITTEN BY TRACY PURVIS: PANEL CO-ORDINATOR

The panel is responsible for visits made to North Shields Custody Suite.

During the last year from April 2007 through to March 2008, 4 panel meetings have been held, on a quarterly basis.  These meetings were held in the small meeting room at North Shields Police Station and took place on:

· 23rd April 2007

· 23rd July 2007

· 22nd October 2007

· 22nd January 2008

Our panel meetings are arranged, so that they take place the week after the Co-ordinators meetings, this ensures that panel members are kept as up-to date as possible on issues/events concerning custody visiting.

Panel membership has stayed at 5 custody visitors and 2 Police Authority Members plus the Custody Inspector.  The meetings have been well attended by all custody visitors.

On 4th June 2007 we were sad to say goodbye to Inspector Pam Bridges as Custody Inspector, who was replaced by Inspector Nigel Duffy.

On Wednesday 2oth February 2008, 3 members of the panel enjoyed a 3-course meal at the Village Hotel on The Cobalt Business Park, North Shields, which was kindly paid for by the Police Authority, in appreciation of the work the panel carries out on their behalf.  

The panel members would like to pass on their thanks to the authority for a lovely evening.

A trial scheme to increase the numbers of detainees visited was implemented in the spring of 2007; this panel implemented the new custody visiting procedures from June 2007.  Whilst 2 members of the panel have reservations/concerns regarding the new procedures, all members are actively carrying out visits, following the trial procedures.

During the year the panel have carried out 42 visits and visited 182 detainees out of the 307 in detention during this time, which equates to 59% of detainees being seen by the custody visitors.  This is a 14% increase on the number of detainees visited the previous year. 

The reasons 125 detainees were not visited included:

· Refused

· Asleep

· With the doctor

· Violent/unstable behaviour

· Drunk

· Being interviewed

· Released during visit

· On ID Parade

· Being visited by family member

· At hospital

On one visit on the 9th May 2007 we were advised not to visit 9 violent detainees.  Over the year the number of violent detainees held at North Shields has visibly risen, compared to previous years.
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Over the last year custody visitors have visited the station on two occasions, when the safety/well being of the detainees health has given rise for concern.  On both of these occasions, the custody staffs were quick to respond and call for back-up/medical assistance.  

There were a couple of occasions when visitors believed the attitude of a member of the front office staff could have been more pleasant/helpful, this issue has since been addressed by the Custody Inspector.

There were a few minor issues raised by the panel members which included:

· Toilets not flushing

· Blocked toilets

· Medical room door left unlocked

· Dirty & ripped/split mattresses

· Lights out in shower area

· Cells out of use due to vandalism

· Stationary & maintenance cupboard doors open

· Bedding store & roof access doors open

· No sporks

· Completed CV3 forms not signed by the Custody Inspector

· Laundry and stationary being stored in corridors

During the past year, North Shields Custody suite has been closed for short periods of time, whilst refurbishments were carried out.  During this time detainees were taken to both Clifford Street & Blyth stations.  Custody visits were carried out as normal during this time.

The Area Representative on ICVA’s Executive Committee, Mr. Malcolm MacDonald Hardy, kindly agreed to attend our panel meetings, to keep members updated, and has been a most welcome addition to our quarterly meetings.

Tracy Purvis

Panel Co-ordinator
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