NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

NEWCASTLE CUSTODY VISITOR PANEL

TWELTH ANNUAL REPORT: 1st April 2007 – 31st March 2008-06-08

REPORT OF THE PANEL COORDINATOR

This Annual Report is submitted with the agreement of the Newcastle Custody Visitor panel, and covers custody suites in the following police stations:

Newcastle Central


Newcastle North

(Pilgrim Street)



(Etal Lane)

St James’s Park



Clifford Street, Byker

(N/cle United Football Ground)
(when operational)

There have been a lot of changes in the past twelve months, most notably that of the resignation of John Mair as coordinator, chairperson and custody visitor.  John Mair was replaced by myself, Norma Smith, as coordinator, and Joyce Walker as chairperson, on January 1st 2008.  In addition to John, we have also had the resignation of two other long-serving custody visitors (who stated they wanted to move on to pastures new), two resignations due to ill health and one transfer to the Gateshead panel.

However, all is not doom and gloom because, fortunately for the panel, we have recently had four new visitors join us: 1 male and 3 females, bringing the team up to almost its’ full compliment.  Within this grouping, we have at last been able to achieve some cultural diversity – something John had said he thought should be addressed.

As this year saw the introduction of the new method of announcing our presence to those detained in custody, the number of actual visits has risen accordingly.  Thanks, therefore, must be given to all the remaining custody visitors on the panel for their sterling work during the period when we were down to the bare number of visitors to cover all the necessary work.  Without the efforts of these remaining members of the team we would not have been able to continue to fulfil the role that is required of us.

Panel meetings were held on 14th May, 13th Aug, 3rd December 07 and 11th Feb 08, to which Insp K Walsh has been in attendance.  In addition, the city counsellors appointed to attend our meetings have been in contact to say that they intend to do so as soon as their diaries allow.

Details of the unannounced visits to the custody suites, over the 9 month period of June 07 to end March 08, are as follows:

Total number of visits:




68

Number of detainees present:



507

Number of detainees consenting to a visit:

257

Percentage consenting




51%

Reasons for not seeing detainees are as follows:

Refused offer of visit:




96

In interview:





37

Being processed:




15

Drunk/drugs





12

Other (medical, asleep, violent, immigration)

90

The figures show an increase to 51%, over 9 months - as compared to 42.9% for the whole of last year - for detainees consenting to visits, which may be assumed to be because of the new visiting procedures, although these are not followed by all custody visitors.  The number of detainees present at each visit is continuing to rise, there now being an average of 7.45 detainees per visit, compared to 6.5 detainees last year, and 4.7 the previous year.

Panel members have continued to have an excellent working relationship with the operational police, with each side appreciating the role of the other and visits continue to be done in a cordial and business-like manner.  Thanks are given by the panel to all the custody staff, Authority members and administrative staff for their continuing support, which enables the scheme to remain independent and effective.

As in the past, the panel members thank, and appreciate, the authorities decision to fund the visitors’ annual social event.  For all the numbers were low this year, a thoroughly enjoyable evening was held at Paco’s Restaurant, in the Gibside Hotel, Whickham, in March.  As per usual, the Southwest Northumberland Panel joined us for the evening.

Norma M Smith MA

Newcastle Panel Coordinator                                                                          June 2008

