Northumbria Police Authority

North Northumberland (Berwick) Panel Annual Report

This report covers the period from April 2007 to March 2008, and covers all matters in connection with Berwick Police Station in Church Street.

The panel this year has 5 visitors, two of whom are new.  To date they have completed training and received there ID and undergone visits with existing panel members.
The Panel are:-  
Tom Smith, Peter Herdman, Barbara Herdman,Les Thompson

Lynda Miller(CoOrdinator)

Visits taken Place

	Date
	April 2007
	To
	March 2008

	
	
	
	

	Visits taken


	26
	Visits missed
	0

	Detainees


	15
	Visited
	7

	Not Visited


	8
	Being processed

Interviewed

Or Refused


The number of visits undertaken are the same, once a fortnight.  However the amount of detainees actually in the custody suite is less than last year.  The amount visited is down by one.  This perhaps reflects the fact that Berwick Police Station have not yet adopted the new visiting scheme.  This has been mentioned at the last two CoOrdinators meeting in Gateshead.  The other reason could be perhaps  be, we are all choosing the same visiting times each time we visit.  This has been mention at our own panel meetings and visitors will endeavour to alter times.
Quarterly Meetings

· Visitors meetings still taking place and usually attended by all visitors.  During all 4 meetings we have had a Police presence only once.  Mrs Janet Guy a member from the Police Authority has been in attendance.  This is invaluable if any questions need to be answered..

· Matters Arising have inevitably been CV3 forms not signed and the continuing problem with lack of Medical resources..

· Some concerns about the new system not being in operation now that visitors have come to accept the changes.
· Having the Gateshead CoOrdinator Meeting dates at the beginning of the year has helped immensely with panel meetings.  It allows more content to panel meetings. It also allows information to be passed on more quickly.
· Some of the problems raised on the CV3 forms are as follows:-                                      Air Conditioning Unit has played up twice and has caused problems in the Custody Suite.  On two occasions the cleaner had been in the station prior to a visit and the toilet in male 2 cell was still visibly dirty by a previous detainee vomiting.  The other time a drinks carton had been left in the cell.
Overall we always get an immediate access at the front desk and looked after very well by all Police Personnel.  May we extend our Thanks to them all.

Finally,  some of the Berwick Panel members did not take advantage of the Christmas Gift and would prefer to the money going towards a better cause such as the medical cover, however two members used the gift towards a Christmas meal out,  and extend a Thank You very much to the Police Authority committee.

The other item that was met with little enthusiasm is the long service certificate,  some of the panel feel this is unnecessary.

Lynda Miller March 2008   

