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INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING PANELS’ ANNUAL REPORTS

REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To consider the annual reports of the independent custody visiting panels.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The Authority originally established independent custody visiting panels in January 1996 and has been receiving annual reports from the panels since 1997.

3. INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING PANELS’ ANNUAL REPORTS

3.1 The annual reports from the eight independent custody visiting panels are attached in the appendices to the report.

4. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

4.1 The panel arrangements continue to be an integral part of the Authority’s independent custody visiting scheme.

4.2 Quarterly meetings continue to be held between representatives of the Authority and the Police and the panel co-ordinators to discuss the operation of the scheme and disseminate information through the panel co-ordinators to custody visitors and the minutes are submitted to the Committee.

4.3 Minutes of individual panel meetings are sent to the Chief Executive to the Authority for information so that an overview of the arrangements can be maintained. 

4.4 The very valuable assistance provided by the Panel Co-ordinators throughout the year is greatly appreciated.

5. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

5.1 It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.

6. HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The functions of the independent custody visiting scheme do have human rights implications. In checking the treatment of and the conditions for detainees in police stations, independent custody visitors are protecting detainees’ human rights, particularly Article 5, the right to liberty and security of persons.

7. RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no additional risk management implications arising directly from this report although the independent custody visiting scheme supports the objective to ensure that the public continue to have confidence in the Authority and the force.

8. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

8.1 It is considered the report has no financial implications.

9. RECOMMENDATION

9.1
The Committee is asked to note the contents of the independent custody visiting panels’ annual reports
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