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NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

CITIZEN FOCUS COMMITTEE

31 MARCH 2008

PRESENT:

Mrs Guy (Chair)

Councillors Cooper, Darke, Foster Napier, Purdue, Shepherd and Thompson

Mr Atkinson, Mr Brown, Mrs Drury, Mr Foster, Mrs Moon and Mr Singh

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Henry and McAtominey and Ms Remnant

26.
MINUTES

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 

7 January 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

27.
MINUTES OF POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS

The schedules of issues raised at police and community forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were submitted.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That the proposed leaflets on the new 

Police contact numbers be widely circulated and handed out at police and community forum meetings.

(iii)
That a new format for reporting the issues discussed at the police and community forum meetings be considered by the Members’ Community Engagement Working Group.

28.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA) MEMBERSHIP FEE


The Committee was informed of the ICVA membership fee request of £750 for 2008/09.

M Hardy, Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinator for Sunderland and South Tyneside, represents the Authority on the ICVA Executive Committee.  ICVA is to discuss proposals to replace the Executive Committee with a Management Board of twelve Members with regional representation. A change in the status of the staff from directly employed to consultants is also to be considered.


The Home Office has funded ICVA subject to it providing guidance, good practice and training and it has been indicated that ICVA will have two years funding, from 1 April 2008.

The report on the independent review of ICVA commissioned by the Home Office and the Association of Police Authorities is still to be published.


A report that was due to go to Ministers in January on the development of “Volunteers in the Criminal Justice System” has been delayed until March 2008.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That consideration of ICVA’s membership fee request be deferred until the decisions on the proposed Management Board and staff status changes are known.


29.
CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

The minutes of the Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinators’ meeting held on 17 January 2008 were submitted. 

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

30.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY


The summary of custody visits for the period 16 December 2007 – 

25 February 2008 was submitted.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) 
That further details on the recurring shower problems at Gillbridge Police Station be provided.

(iii)
That changes to the way the custody visits summary information is presented to give more analysis of problems and trends be considered.

