CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

17 JANUARY 2008

PRESENT:
Chief Inspector S Readdie, J Walker, M Walker, M Hardy, R Kirkcaldy, T Purvis, L Miller, A Jones, J Saint and 

B Wilson

APOLOGIES:
N Smith and I Burns

1.
NO SMOKING POLICY

A copy of the force no smoking policy, which M Hardy had received from his Custody Inspector, was circulated. It outlined the symptoms of nicotine withdrawal, the Force Medical Examiners’ advice and action and nicotine replacement options. Chief Inspector Readdie was to verify that the information provided was the latest agreed force no smoking policy.

2.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY

The custody visits summary for 1 September – 15 December 2007 was submitted.

Chief Inspector Readdie agreed to look into the following issues and report back:-

(i) The showers at Gillbridge have been out of use for a long time and it was queried when they would be repaired.

(ii) The availability of blankets for detainees and how often they 

were cleaned was raised.

(iii) Privacy screens for the showers at Gateshead have been requested but not yet installed.

(iv) It was reported that the fridge in the kitchen at North Shields was to be removed but the next report stated that it was to be defrosted and cleaned.

(v) It was suggested that the current bin in the kitchen at Gateshead should be replaced by a swing bin for hygiene reasons. 

3.
MINUTES



The minutes of the last meeting held on 17 October 2007 were agreed.

4.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

(i) Norma Smith has replaced John Mair as the Newcastle custody visiting panel co-ordinator. Joyce Walker has been appointed as Chair of the panel. A letter of thanks for his contribution to custody visiting was to be sent to John Mair.

(ii) The train tickets for the delegates to the ICVA national conference were for a specific time and it would have cost £17 each to get a different train. 

5.
UPDATE ON INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING TRIAL SCHEME

The recent Citizen Focus Committee report showed that independent custody visitors saw 79.27% of those available to receive a visit from 1 April – 30 November 2007 under the new arrangement, compared to 61.69% in the same period the previous year under the old system.  

All of the main designated police stations have seen an increase in the number of detainees visited, under the new arrangement, apart from Pilgrim Street, which was to be investigated.

It was commented that some custody officers appeared to be unaware of the trial scheme and the new arrangements. Also, it is important that independent custody visitors approach the detainees in a positive manner to encourage them to agree to a visit.

The Co-ordinators were requested to ask their independent custody visitors for their initial comments on the trial scheme at their next panel meetings.

5.
RECOGNITION OF LONG SERVICE OF INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS

The possible introduction of long service awards is being considered. It has been agreed that, because the information held on independent custody visitors is ad hoc, it should be updated so a clearer picture of their length of service can be obtained.

Also, other Authorities are being canvassed to see if they have similar schemes.

6.
ICVA UPDATE 


M Hardy reported that ICVA has requested an urgent meeting with the Home Office and Association of Police Authorities to express their concerns at the delay in the independent report being issued. They also want to discuss funding for 2008/09 and confirmation on the future of ICVA.

The creation of a new national independent criminal justice system visitors and monitors council with its own secretariat is being considered which would take away some Police Authority powers.

The 2008 ICVA national conference is currently being discussed with Merseyside as a possible venue.

ICVA is helping with the development of a customs custody visiting scheme with the possible involvement of existing independent custody visitors.

7.
PANEL ROUND UP

(i) There are no current requirements for independent custody visitors to be inoculated for hepatitis.

(ii) It was suggested that the visits to Millbank should be increased to twice per month. M Hardy was to discuss this with the Custody Inspector.

(iii) Co-ordinators requested confirmation of room bookings for their panel meetings.

8.
DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS


Thursday, 17 April at 5.30pm


Thursday, 17 July at 5.30pm


Thursday, 16 October at 5.30pm
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