NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

CITIZEN FOCUS COMMITTEE – 




31 MARCH 2008

INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA) – MEMBERSHIP FEE 

REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To inform the Committee of the receipt of the ICVA membership fee request for 2008/09. 

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The Authority has been a member of ICVA since 2001 when it agreed to rejoin at a cost of £750 per annum. It was also agreed that this be reviewed annually (minute 198 – 2001/02).

3. ICVA SUBSCRIPTION 2008/09

3.1
The ICVA subscription for 2008/09 is again £750.

4. ICVA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

4.1 M Hardy, Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinator for Sunderland and South Tyneside, continues to represent the Authority on the ICVA Executive Committee.

5.
ICVA’S FINANCIAL POSITION

5.1
The Home Office has funded ICVA subject to it providing guidance, good practice and training and it has been indicated that ICVA will have two years funding, for 2008/09and 2009/2010, subject to approval of a yearly business plan.

6.
INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF ICVA

6.1
The report on the independent review of ICVA commissioned by the Home Office and the Association of Police Authorities is still to be published.

6.2
A report that was due to go to Ministers in January on the development of “Volunteers in the Criminal Justice System” has been delayed until March 2008.

7. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

7.1
It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.
8. HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

The functions of the Independent Custody Visiting Scheme do have human rights implications. In checking the treatment of and conditions for detainees in Police Stations, Custody Visitors are protecting prisoners’ human rights, particularly Article 5, the right to liberty and security of persons.

9.
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

9.1
There are no additional risk management implications arising directly from this report although the independent custody visiting scheme supports the objective to ensure that the public continue to have confidence in the Authority and the force.

10. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

10.1
The Treasurer confirms that this expenditure can be met from within the 2008/09 revenue budget.

11. RECOMMENDATIONS

11.1
The Committee is requested to:-

(i) Note the report.

(ii) Consider whether the Authority should continue as a member of ICVA in 

2008/09. 

(iii)
Agree that the position continue to be reviewed on an annual basis

3








	
	
	



