NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

CITIZEN FOCUS COMMITTEE

7 JANUARY 2008

PRESENT:

Mrs Guy (Chair)

Councillors Darke, Foster, McAtominey, Napier, Purdue, Shepherd and Thompson

Mr Atkinson, Mr Brown, Mrs Drury, Mr Foster, Mrs Moon and Mr Singh

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Henry and Cooper and Ms Remnant
19.
MINUTES
RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 1 October 2007 
be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

20.
MINUTES OF POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS

The schedules of issues raised at Police and Community Forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were submitted.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

21.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA)

Further to minute 16 - 2007/08, thirteen of the Authority’s independent custody visitors attended the ICVA National Conference on Saturday, 17 November 2007 at Alton Towers, Staffordshire. The costs of the delegates attending the conference of approximately £3,000 have been met from within the 2007/08 revenue budget.  

ICVA’s annual report 2006/07 was submitted. Appropriate steps were taken to correct ICVA’s 2006/07 budget deficit.  ICVA’s financial position has now been stabilised and its Executive Committee receives regular reports and closely monitors its finances. Future funding after 1 April 2008 has yet to be confirmed by the Home Office.

The Home Office and Association of Police Authorities (APA), have commissioned an independent review of ICVA, which also included support to custody provision more broadly.  ICVA has requested an urgent meeting with the Home Office and APA to express their concerns at the delay in the report being issued. They also want to discuss funding for 2008/09 and confirmation on the future of ICVA.

It was reported that John Mair, an independent custody visitor with the Authority since 1992 and Newcastle Panel Co-ordinator since 1996 when the panels were first introduced, has resigned. 

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That a letter of thanks be sent to John Mair for the work and support he has given to Independent Custody Visiting.

22. UPDATE ON THE INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING TRIAL SCHEME
During the period 1 April – 30 November 2006, there were 249 custody visits undertaken throughout the force area. During these visits, there were 992 detainees available to receive a custody visit, 612 were visited and 380 refused. Therefore, the independent custody visitors saw 61.69% of those available to receive a visit.

During the period 1 April – 30 November 2007, there were 250 custody visits undertaken throughout the force area. During these visits, there were 1,013 detainees available to receive a custody visit, 803 were visited and 210 refused. Therefore, the independent custody visitors saw 79.27% of those available to receive a visit.

All of the main designated police stations have seen an increase in the number of detainees visited, under the new arrangement, from those available to receive a visit.

The extended trial scheme will continue to be monitored and a final evaluation will be submitted. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That the final evaluation report on the trial be submitted to the Committee in July.

23. CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING
The minutes of the Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinators’ meeting held on 

17 October 2007 were submitted.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

24.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY 

The summary of custody visits for the period 1 September  – 15 December 2007 was submitted.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.
25.
101 SERVICE
A verbal update on the current position of the 101 service following the Government’s decision to withdraw funding was given.


RESOLVED -
That a further report on the future of the 101 service be 





submitted to the Authority.
	
	
	



